00001

1 EASTERN | NTERI OR FEDERAL SUBSI STENCE
2 REG ONAL COUNCI L MEETI NG

3

4 Tanana, Al aska

5 Cct ober 11, 2000

6 9:00 o' clock a.m

7

8

9 COUNCI L MEMBERS PRESENT:

10

11 Nat hani el Good
12 CGerald N cholia
13 Craig Fl eener
14 Davi d Jones

15 Jim W de

17 Coordi nator; Vince Mat hews, Donald M ke



00002

OCO~NOUITRWNE

PROCEEDI NGS

CHAIRVAN GOCOD:  1'd like to call this
neeting to order. 1'd first like to apol ogize to everybody
for being so slowin getting started here. Second, |'d
also like to say that we'll try to make up for lost tine.
W're going to elimnate the workshop that we usually have
at the beginning. W'Ill now proceed to a roll call.

Davey.

MR JAMES: Chuck Ml er.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman. Chuck Ml er
called | ast week -- week before last and he's putting in
his letter of resignation for fam |y and nedi cal concerns.
So he's already called in with an excused absence and
resi gnation.

MR JAMES: Nat CGood.
CHAI RVAN GOOD: Present.

MR JAMES: Davey Janes, here. Craig
Fl eener.

MR FLEENER: Present.
MR JAMES: Know and Sil as.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, he's -- sonehow
or another it got lost in the mail, he sent in a letter of
resignati on soneti ne over sunmmer that was never received.
So he inforned us today that he has resigned.

MR JAMES: GCerald N cholia.
MR N CHOLIA: Here.
MR JAMES: Lincoln Tritt.

MR. MATHEWS: This is going to sound |ike a
broken record, but Lincoln, | talked with himyesterday, he
was flown in for a nedical energency and he had indicated
earlier this sumrer about resignation and he resigned
yest er day.

MR JAMES: Who's the next one, the
pendi ng?

(Laught er)
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MR. MATHEWS: The pendi ng, because of the
| at eness of the appointnent of the three seats that were

opened, | couldn't put down the pending appointnent. The
si gnatures have been signed in Washi ngton and t he
appointnment is Carma Uva of Eagle. | talked with her and

due to the | ateness of the request and her enpl oynent, she
coul d not make it.

MR JAMES: Ckay. Jim
MR W LDE: Present.

MR JAMES: Ckay, we got one, two, three,
four, five, so | guess we established a quorum uh, five
out of nine.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: W have a quorum W' ||
nove now to openi ng coments by Tanana el der. Cerald,
woul d you handl e that, please.

MR. NICHOLIA: Yeah, I'd like to recognize
John Starr as an elder from Tanana. John, could you pl ease
go up over there.

MR STARR Before we start the proceedings
| was going to say a prayer.

Creator, we give you thanks for all that
you are and you bring to us for within your creation. In
Jesus, you place the gospel in the center of this sacred
circle fromwhich all of creation is related. You show us
the way to |live a generous and conpassionate life. Gve us
strength to live together and with respect in the

commandnent s and make us good stewards of your creation.

This we ask in your precious nane, Amen.

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  John Starr.

MR STARR | was going to say, | was on
this board once and I wanted to say hi. There's one thing
that -- | guess you know that all ny life |I've been in the
river here, | nmean living in this area, trapping, hunting,
making ny living off this land here. And that's the first
time | ever seen the fish being cut off for -- we didn't

even get enough for subsistence use.

I was in Fort Yukon Septenber 1st and a
| ady cane up to ne and she said that, you build a
snokehouse and they're ready to fish and she got two fish
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and they cut themoff. And how do you think that wonman
felt when what -- not only here, it hurt a lot of people in
this area. And | know when | was on the Board, the
percent age of what we were taking in, the subsistence
users, was about three percent. Is it still that or is it
alittle higher? Wuo's going to answer that? Subsistence
users. Wien | was on the Fish and Gane Board it was down
to three. Even if it went up to four or five percent,
they're cutting us off. You guys got to take that into
consi derati on.

It doesn't bother nme, I've lived this far
but I"mgoing to -- but the once you cut off sonmething Iike
that it will always conme back again. They can do it
anytinme they want to. That's not for ne, that's for the
generation that's comng that's got to fight this. | don't
know what it's going to boil down to, you know, a |ot of

peopl e are hurt on account of that.

And | just want to say |'mhonored to sit
up here and see old friends again, and that's all | have.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  The Council would like to
thank John Starr for his excellent and appropriate coments
here. Just to bounce fromthem | wonder if perhaps |ater
in the neeting we couldn't find out that percentage of
subsi stence catch on the Yukon for John and have it
reported here. And second, | think if sonetinme later in
this neeting we could have, at least a brief report on the
possi bility of energency openings on Federal |and for
salmon. How it could be done, the difficulties involved,
whet her or not it could even be done. Thank you, John

W now reach Council nenber concerns and |
think we're going to have a few here. Council nenbers who
would like to lead off on this one? GCraig.

MR, FLEENER  Ceral d.

CHAI RVAN G00OD:  Just a second.

MR MATHEWS: We didn't get tine to explain
t he sound system obviously you figured out how it worked.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Tina let us know.
MR. MATHEWS: Wen the light's onit's

activated, when it's off, it's off. So you need to turn on
the mc and turn it off. |If anyone needs hearing aids, you
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know, hearing ear plugs, we do have ear plugs that do plug
into the side of this which nmakes it just the sane way as
Tina hears it over the air. Don't be bashful, we have
those here for you to use.

The other thing is, the public needs to
know and | need to confirmthat the policy of the Counci
remains the sanme, that if you want to testify you just get
the attention of the Chair or one of the Staff here and
then we informthe Chair and then you cone up and testify
at the mc. W have these fornmalized forns here but
generally we don't use them So anyways, if you woul d want
to testify when sonmething's up get a hold of the Chair, is
that still the policy?

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  That woul d be the policy
yes. We try to follow Roberts Rules of Order in order to
keep things noving so that you people can get us out of
Tanana eventual |y but on the other hand we try to be as
open and informal as we can and we want you to feel
confortabl e addressing us at that mc there.

MR MATHEWS: And with the blue fornms, the
fornms that you can fill out, that is basically if you know
of a specific time that you need to testify. Maybe you
have sone other activity today or you' re working and you
can testify at 3:00 or whatever, please fill out the form
but don't feel like you can't conment unl ess you have a
formin, that's not how we do it. I need to go over
logistics, if that's okay.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  (Nods affirmatively)

MR MATHEWS: All the nmenbers, where you're
stayi ng, you're not responsible for reinbursing for your

stay, that will be worked through Staff, so you don't have
to worry about that, and CGerald, we're not covering your
| odgi ng.

(Laught er)

MR MATHEWS: And so the other ones woul d
have to -- don't worry about that, that will be through the
Tribal Council on that. There will be different nmeals with

that, someone rem nd or soneone else do it, put out a
collection can to defray the cost that's being carried by
the Tribal Council and others. So if those that can woul d
help, it'd be great to nake sone donations to cover that
cost. Let's see, that's all the logistics | have at this
poi nt, thank you.
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MR. FLEENER Hey, Vince, | think it would
be appropriate if you introduced the gentlenman to your
right.

MR. MATHEWS: Ch, sure, you were going
do comments and then introductions. | didn't know, th
why | didn't do it.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Wl |, go ahead and
i ntroduce hi m now, Vince.

to
t

at's

MR. MATHEWS: Ckay. Before | do that |'ve
been rem nded of another thing. There's a sign-up sheet
that should be in either the back or floating around,
pl ease sign in so we have a record of who's here. That way
Sal ena can spell your nane correctly, but also we have an
i dea who's present here, because this is an official

record.

Yes, |'ll introduce Donald Mke. Sone of
the Council menbers know of this, | don't knowif all of
them know of it, that he -- they' ve established a new

position so he's the Regional Coordi nator for Eastern
Interior. So I'"'mjust going to transition it at this

neeting and then Donald will be the coordinator for Eastern
Interior, so he may want to introduce hinself.

MR MKE: M. Chairman, ny nane is Donal d
M ke and | look forward to working with the Council nenbers
and the people of the Eastern Interior region. So just
give ne tinme and we'll transition into these positions
snoothly and 1'll do the best | can and hel p you out as

much as | can. Thanks.

CHAIRVAN GOOD: We're trying to speed
things up a little bit here but we do need to introduce the
Counci| nenbers, very briefly. W're going to skip agency,
Staff, we think to expedite this and nmake it nore
appropriate, Staff nmenbers can introduce thensel ves as they
make their presentations. And our nost honored guest, John
Starr, we already had up here. So if Council menbers will
gi ve your names and where you're from starting with
nysel f, | guess.

I'"'mNat Good and I'mfrom Delta Junction

MR WLDE |I'mJimWIlde, |I'mfrom
Central .

MR JAMES: Davey Janes from Fort Yukon.
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MR. FLEENER Craig Fl eener from Fort
Yukon.

MR. NI CHOLIA: Everybody knows nme, |I'mfrom
Tanana.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  kay. Now, we'll nove to
Counci| menber concerns. W would like to |l ead of f?

MR FLEENER  Ckay, I'Il lead off | guess.
I"ve got a lot of concerns. | guess I'll go over a few of
t hem because | think the rest of themw Il come out during
the neeting but ones, of course, that have been a concern

to all of us and that's been the problemw th not neeting
subsi stence needs for fishing. | think that -- well, |
know that, |'ve been to several neetings and | think that a

| ot of the topic has been focused on bickering between
upriver and downriver and |last night we were at a YRDFA
neeting and there was concerns about those people in
Canada, and of course those people in Canada are probably
saying, those people in Alaska. And so there's those types
of concerns as well. But CGerald brought out sonething that
| thought was pretty inportant yesterday, and that's the
smal | armount of fish we're catching in the river is
probably not a major source of the problemand that we need
to probably | ook out into the ocean to see where a | ot of
these problens are coming from And | think that that's an
area we do need to focus on even nore and we can point the
finger all we want in the state and upriver and down river
and what our nei ghbors are doing, but as John Starr said,

i f subsistence take is only about three percent of the -- |
don't know if that's the overall take or three percent of

t he suspected nunber of escapenent; but either way, three
percent is not a whole | ot when you consider that hundreds
of thousands of fish are either being wasted or caught and
sold out in the ocean, and | think we need to | ook there to
try to get sone of these problens solved. And it seens to
me a responsibility of the Federal Subsistence programis
to nmeet subsistence needs and when subsi stence needs aren't
bei ng nmet they should do what they need to do, whatever
they can do, to try to get -- totry to create nore

subsi stence opportunity. And the last thing we want to do
is cut everybody off just to neet subsistence needs, so we
have to | ook at sone alternatives. And part of what |I'm
trying to say is | think we need to look at -- and | think
this is the right termbut expanding territorial, whatever,
jurisdiction to see what we can do out in the open ocean

If the Federal Subsistence Programis part of the Federal
governnent, you know, another part of the Federal

governnent can go out there and do that. And so | think
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they need to start knocking on doors in Washi ngton or
wher ever these doors are and get this job done.

It's a dirty shane that we sit here
bi ckering over a thousand fish at a tine when hundreds of
t housands of fish are primarily what's being taken out in
the ocean. And, of course, we still have the anomal ous
conditions that are occurring out in the ocean that we need
to study. And I think we need to focus a ot of effort on
t hat .

And once again, I'Il talk alittle bit
about the extrenely | ow noose population in the Yukon
Flats. That's of concern, it has been for many years and |
think it will be for many nore years. | think it's
sonmet hing we need to address, and | don't see any wildlife
staff here fromstate of Al aska. There was G eg Mdell an,
yeah, he's here from Yukon Fl ats Refuge, so this nessage
still needs to be reiterated that our | ow noose popul ation
is not satisfactory and we need to do sonething about it.
And what we don't like to here is, well, we'll just cut
t hese ot her people off and that will create nore
opportunity. You know, we have subsistence priority or
preference, whatever termyou want to use, but you know a
preference for hunting zero is not much of a preference at
all, and we need to do sonething about getting these nobose
popul ati ons up to huntabl e popul ation sizes. W have a
problemthat's being pointed out with extrenely high
nunbers of bears, and sonethi ng needs to be done. Wet her
or not it's getting the word out locally for nore people to
be involved in harvesting or sone sort of a nmanagenent
effort. But we need to do sonething, we need to do it
soon.

And people are getting tired of saying it,
you know, people always want to plan, plan, plan, people in
the Yukon Flats are tired of planning, we want sone action.

Anot her big concern | have our subsistence

program here, it seens to be really slipping, and I don't
know what the problemis. |[If it's an overall problem of
growi ng too fast or what, but you know, we got these
neeting packets -- | got m ne yesterday at di nner and
usually like to go through this thing usually pretty well
so | can be prepared for the neeting. | really don't know

what to say, which m ght be a shock to a |ot of you, but
it's hard to know what to say when you haven't gone through
the packet. And, to ne, this seens like it should be a
priority to get this thing to us two weeks ahead of tine
and that's a darn shane. And | think sonebody shoul d be
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ashaned of thenselves for not getting this to us. |If the
guy in charge wanted sonet hing two weeks ago he woul d get
it or sonmebody's head would roll, you know.

If we're to performat above a sub-standard
-- if we're not to be perform ng sub-standard, we need to
have our materials in a tinely fashion. That means you
need to mail themto us three weeks ahead of tinme and we
need to get themtwo weeks ahead of tine and everything
el se, you know, there's a lot of little things that | have
talked to Vince about and | don't think it's all one
person's fault. | think it's just alittle bit here and
there. But | think something needs to be done and | just
want to nmake sure that ny voice gets heard.

I told Vince yesterday, Gickman's going to
find out about it but I was giving hima hard tinme. But
sonmebody needs to know and sonme action needs to be taken
because we don't need to be getting these things the | ast
mnute. Runor has it, Western Interior also had theirs the
day of the neeting or the day before the neeting, and
that's not acceptable. And it makes ne wonder how
inmportant this programand our tinme is if we're not given
the credibility to -- if we're not inportant enough to
receive this stuff intim toread it then maybe | shoul d
just be working on ny graduate thesis and not be here at
all.

Sonet hing el se that cane up in sone
di scussi ons yesterday and sonmething I think is inportant is
to find out what the word, flying, neans. That sounds ki nd
of weird but sone discussions canme up yesterday at a
neeting and people wanted to know if using an ultralight is
considered flying for the purpose of hunting or if using
hot air balloons is flying for the purpose of hunting or
usi ng sonme sort of hydro air foil or I don't even know what
the thing's called. But | think it's an inportant thing
that a | ot of people are concerned about. |'ve heard sone
concerns up and down the river but | don't think I've heard
-- | don't think I've seen or heard anybody take any rea
action on making a determnation. And | think the code
says ai rborne, sane day airborne and flying, and to ne
being in an ultralight or a balloon wuld be considered
that but I think it would have to go to court or sonebody
has to put sonmething into witing. So | think that's
sonet hing that needs to be | ooked at.

And that's all | can think of for now,
t hanks.
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CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Thank you, Craig. Does
anybody el se have any comrents, Council nenbers.

MR NCHOLIA: Yeah, M. Chair, 1'd like to
make a few comments about -- let's see I'lIl start out, |l
nmenti on somet hing, when | was growi ng up around here as a
kid, you know, before all these high sea intercept

trawl ers, 20 years ago, there never used to be traw ers,
there never used to be that nuch hatchery fish. And |ike

Craig Fleener said, | said, we're bickering anong each
ot her for nothing up and down the river, we're looking in
the wong place. In reality we should be |ooking in the

ocean where those fish do actually grow up. There never
used to be Russian fleets, Asian fleets, that nmany in the
seas out there. What they' re doing out there really,
they're raping the fish and plus they' re raping the
ecosystem by dragging their nets out there. And what's
happened to the fish food when you have so many traw er
fleets going out there dragging around the bottom of the
ocean, bottomfishing. W're not going to -- if they keep
this up we're not going to have fish in the next 20 or 10
years, | nmean it, we're not going to. |If they don't stop
it right now, if we don't push -- if we don't use the three
RACs, Western, Eastern and YK and pus the National Marine
Fi sheries, NOAA to do sonething and the Federal government
to do sonet hing about that out there, we're going to keep
seei ng decl i ne.

W got to get nore involved. W got to
wor k toget her, agencies, people, tribes, nothing, we cannot
bi cker anongst each other no nore. If we're going to do
sonet hi ng about rebuilding stocks, |'ve heard for the | ast
10 or 15 years, we'll be rebuilding stocks, we're working
on rebuil ding stocks, |ooks where it's at now, it's going
downhi ||, you got to change your direction on this. You got
to enhance your habitats, protect your -- protect the

mgration routes. You could count all the fish all you
want and you could do all the studies in the streans and
everything, all you want, that's not going to do any good.
You coul d enhance their streans, enhance their habitat and
get our -- we got the biggest Navy in the world, the nost
power ful, how cone they aren't protecting our resources,
that's what human beings do all over the world, they fight
over resources. Are we going to be fighting with the
Russi ans and Japs over our fish resource or is our
governnent going to let it be raped and | eave us with
not hi ng.

| used to see a lot of fish on the bank at
this tine of the year, you | ook over the bank and you tel



OCO~NOUITRAWNEFLO

0011

nme what you see. That really pisses nme off because you cut
us off at the wong tinme and now we're going to be
dependent on what ever el se that cones up, noose, |'d say
about 30 percent of these people got their noose neat. |
got a noose, sure, but | only got about a third of it.

| don't think - this decline in fish
affects a lot of things, it affects the bear popul ation,
the bear population is starving. And so that's another
predator that's conpeting agai nst these people along this
river. They're going around hungry, they're going to take
anything they could get. And there's another thing about
managi ng one resource to protect the subsistence resource,
I"mgoing to say this again, you got to nmanage -- you got
to manage one wildlife resource to protect another wildlife
resource to provide subsistence, which is the first
priority in ANILCA to these people. W're not going to
take handouts. | think you already heard that |ast night.

I know sone of these people around here are
too proud to do that. W would rather provide for
our sel ves. And | really mean it, we got to work together.
If we don't work together and we keep on bickering, we're
just wasting our time here then.

And 1'd Iike to invite you guys all here

and if you don't have a place to stay, later on, | ook ne up
and ne and Vince will fix something up for you.

Thanks.

CHAl RVAN GO0OD: Davey, do you have any
coment s.

MR JAMES: Yeah. |1'd like to thank the
community of Tanana there for holding the nmeeting down
here. | got a few concerns here.

But before | start off there, ny uncles and
ny nmom has told ne a ot of stories a long tinme ago, way
back in the skin-days clothes when our |eaders used to cone
down here with canoes from Canada and the Yukon Flats. And
they cone down to where the two rivers neet they said and
t hey have neetings down here and they go back up two nonths
or a nonth later, and where's that at, | said, when | was a
little kid, it's down there by Tanana they said, and they
neet with all the other |eaders down there from Upper
Tanana, Lower Yukon, the Koyukon and they said they' d talk
about all the issues that we're talking right now. And
that's what they call Nuchal awoyyaa, | guess, that's up
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there where two rivers neet. Wat else do they tal k about,
| said, they said they tal ked about -- they said there was
peopl e fighting anong their own people, brothers against
brothers they were tal king about, and that nust be the war
of 1812, | guess, and they said it was really bad, that war
there when you got your own famly fighting anong your own
famly and that's one of the stories we heard com ng back.
And so every year, the |eaders, chiefs some of them go down
there with canoes and they come back.

So I'"mvery proud to be here to tal k about
our managenent issue here. One of the things, there, we
all tal k about our subsistence fishing being shut off, that

is exactly what happens when you follow the State
managenent plan. In every other fish area, especially with
our education, when we follow the State education plan, our
school s have been shutting down, our famlies -- our

village's been shutting down there, they had to nove to
urban area, that's exactly what happens when you follow the
blind. W need to develop -- I"'mglad that we're

bi ckering. Sonetines we have to bicker anbng our

ownsel ves to devel op our own plan, even if we have to get
to the point where we need to devel op our own plan, our own
peopl e need to get together. And when we have a plan, we
need to get it back to the people and get the people to the
neeting saying this is what we got on the table, we need to
have an alternative. |In the Fishery Managenent Plan, there
was no alternative in that plan. They were saying that the
subsi stence woul d be the last one to be cut off but what
was the alternative on that plan, what woul d happen if
there was -- no fish, would the people approve it, they
woul d have never have approved it.

One of the things, | was | ooking at the
plan there, we talk about high water. There was a | ot of
fish going through, a lot of fish all sumer long. But the
high water, with the high water there, we weren't catching
no fish. Every tine you get high water, you know with a
fish wheel or fish nets, the fish is going under it. That
never had been put into the factor when you do your
calculation. You have to do your cal culation on your
needs. What is the needs of the subsistence? How nuch
popul ati on do you have? Plus or mnus, your high water,
you have to put your high water in there and then you cone
out with your fracture. But none of that was in there.

I had concern | ast night when there was not
enough pl anning provided within the villages up along the
Yukon. You sel ect sone certain people, they go to neetings
and then you | eave, you got to -- if you' re going to nmake
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decisions on the livelihood of the people, you better sit
down and take your time.

And it's also with our Board here.

shouldn't -- | really don't go to half a neeting and say |
got to catch a plane, we got to rush this neeting. That
shoul d never be said at the neetings. W need to take our
time because we're dealing with the food for the livelihood
of our people. If we have to sit here until Sunday, we'll
stay here until, Sunday, that's the conm tnent that we
make, not the next plane out of here.

John, ny uncle, had good comments there,
what are the percentage of the subsistence needs, the
users, very, very |low, we should never have been cut off.
It's very | ow

The other one there is the treaty
agreenent. The treaty agreenent, when you open up the
commerci al season on the nmouth of the Yukon, that
automatically opened up the door for the Canadi an's sayi ng
that you al ready opened up commerci al season SO you open us
up there as soon as the fish cross the border, we have no
treaty. So they can do anything they want. There's been
14 years now and that treaty's never been approved. And
| ast year | had a big discussion, | was opposed, we need to
address this treaty agreenent otherw se they're going to do
what ever they want on the Canadian side. They're going to
use that as a |l everage. There's a staff nenber on the
treaty that works for the State, that person said, we'll
just put off the neeting, put off the neeting, we'll wait.
Every time you're waiting, who's going to suffer? W
suffer. There's no fish on the river bank. Qur people
don't got no fish in the fish cache, we're the ones that
suffer. And by putting off this treaty agreenent there,
we're going to be 10 years down the line again. W got to
get the treaty agreenent done and fixed. And by neeting
once a year is not doing -- it's not fixing the problem

The other one there is we need to educate,
conti nue education really. Education is the main inportant
thing of anything else, as resource or anything, we have to
educat e our people.

| guess | agree with Craig that we do have
a | ow noose popul ation up there on the Yukon Flats, and
this is where the education needs to cone in. | really
stress that the State wildlife Staff and the Federal needs
toreally put this as one of their top priorities on how we
need to work with the areas where there's no noose
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popul ation, bring it back up there. And we need to bring
-- in the western areas, the problens that they face when

t hey have too high a popul ati on of nbose, when they have no
noose popul ati on and when noose in different areas, |ike
across the river here, when the noose have been w ped out,
we need to address all that, you know, we need to do our
math sonetines. W need to | ook at other plans that fail
and other plans that were a success.

The other alternative on the Subsistence
Fisheries Plan, I'lIl go back to this fishery. The Yukon
Flats, a |lot of people are saying, why don't -- you know,

we got shut off again, there's only one conmercial people
in Fort Yukon and he is an 80 year old nman and he don't use
his comrercial |license and another one in circle never uses
his for the last four years. You know, we don't have that
much dog nushers up there, but four in Fort Yukon and one
in Tanana, a couple in Stevens Village, but our nost need
is the human consunption. W only wanted six hours to put
fish on the table to feed ourselves and feed our kids, six
hours. Well, would six hours make that nuch difference in
bringi ng back the fish, no, because as John said, we don't
take that nuch. And that's what | said at the

tel econference, give us just six hours out of the week and
they refused it and then fish crossed the border and they
opened up comercial. That's because you have no treaty
with them |It's the blind |Ieading the blind again

So the others we were tal king about is how
we're going to solve this and quite a few people in the
Yukon Flats said, you know, allocation, from Stevens to
Crcle, is all Federal land there, if we catch 4,000 fish
shut it off, that's -- you know we got the needs. But, you
know, in that State and Federal plan you don't know what
your need is. It's just your 300,000 |evel there, and if
you catch up enough from Tanana or up to Ranpart there's
five or 6,000 and then shut themoff as you nove. Open it
and shut it if you -- I think we need to | ook at other

alternative plans before we approve anynore pl ans.
Thank you.
CHAIRVAN GOOD: 1'd like to note that the

wi ldlife biologist fromADF& will be here tomorrow. And
then | have another comment to make on the book here, if
we're seriously going to be doing sonmething in our neetings
here, we need these well in advance so that we can prepare
oursel ves. Another comrent, | did spend tine in Anchorage
trying to find out what had happened here, apparently the
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book goes through a series of checks and people review it
to make sure it's what it should be, well, 1'd like to
convey that we really don't care if our book isn't perfect,
we just need to get it on tine. W have excellent staff
who are here right now who will get us over any rough edges
that mght slip through in the book. It's a much worse

di saster to get no book.

I think we have sonebody who has asked for
the floor. |If you could introduce yourself and say where
you're from

MR. BREDEMAN. Hello, ny nane is Larry
Bredeman, |I'mfrom Manl ey Hot Springs, Al aska. |'m honored
to be requested by the Manley Village Council to represent
them and our comunity here at this neeting. | put nyself
down in the agenda on anot her agenda itembut | think this
is it right here. Mnley has a | ot of concerns, as we all
do who live here on the river and | believe the consensus
at the Manley Village Council and the people who live there
is like the people who |ive here in Tanana and the peopl e
in Ranpart and M nto and Nenana, Ruby, all the way up and
down this river. Wat's inportant to the people, and I'm
tal ki ng about the Native people, the people who are this
country right in this area. They' ve been here, they're
here, they're still here, they're still trying to stay on
these rivers. Those are what | think is the subsistence
priority. They're the | ast ones who should have a right to
the ganme and the fish forever, that's part of it.

When the government came in here they
guaranteed these tribes in this area the right to hunt and
fish forever. That's a pretty heavy word, it carries a | ot
of weight in the English | anguage. And that's forever.

And the | ast people should be denied the rights to fish and
gane along this rivers are the Native people, and they
can't fish either.

| was sent here to be at the State Fish and
Gane Advisory Committee neeting and | attended that and |
al so went to the YRDFA neeting |ast night and Monty, | ast
ni ght, said sonething that -- he was one of the few
speakers that | could understand, he said, you know, the
Canadi an peopl e are good nei ghbors, whether they get
$100, 000 a year or whatever, you don't need to give them
noney to want themto have a fishery, they want it as nuch
as we do, subsistence fishery. The people who live on
these rivers, those are the people that subsistence.
Gerald s right, in 10 years it's going to be |ike Cos
Jacket up there by Casna, there's going to be no snoke
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com ng out of these cabins. And | think there's a great
opportunity here for the Native Councils, Federally

recogni zed tri bes, where those people are through

resol uti on can mandate the Federal governnent to restore
and guarantee the right to fish and hunt, and nobody el se
if that's what we have to do. | hate to say it but | think
the commerci al days are over.

| heard CGerald say yesterday, it's not an
in-river problem it's bigger than that, you bet, Cerald,
it is bigger. It's the human race. And we're guilty, too,
the people that live on these rivers, we're part of that,
what' s happened here. W all take blane for what's happened
to our country, our world. But we can't be -- we got to
start over and we have to renenber what the nost inportant
priority to subsistence is and for me that's pretty easy,
it's the tribes along these rivers, wthout themthey
won't be here anynore. | don't know who will be here but
they won't be here, they can't live without food, Native
f ood.

| promised ny wife, she's the triba
adm nistrator in Manley that | would ask a Federal agent,
who's Federal here? Who's the boss, Federally, right here,
right now? Wo nakes the nost noney? Wo's the Federa
agent? Mnty?

My wife Elizabeth wants nme to ask you, that
if the tribes on these rivers canme to the Federa
governnent with a resolution nandating that the Federa
governnent restore the right to subsist, in nunbers that
ensured escapenent, we can do that depending on how big the
runs are, will the Federal government react to Federally
recogni zed tri bes who are sovereign, yet dependent, will
they step up and return the rights of these people to their
fish and gane?

MR MLLARD: M imediate inpulse is, is
that the Natives are rural residents, just as you are a
rural residents and that the rights are the sane for all
rural residents.

MR. BREDEMAN. (Ckay, how.....

MR MLLARD: If you want to change that,
you're going to have to go through Congressional action to
change that.

MR BREDEMAN. (kay, | don't want to be
m sunderstood here. |1'mnot tal king about ne and ny bl ue
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eyes, okay. |I'mnot talking about anybody that's not
recogni zed by their tribe, their council to give themthe
right to fish here. A guy |like ne who chooses to |ive here
anongst these people, I'lIl eat fish, I'Il go fishing with
ny buddi es, you know, we'll go pick the nets or whatever, |
choose to live here, and whether or not | have a right to
fish is not inportant to ne. |I'mgoing to be here unti
we're all gone. Wiat |I'mtal king about is sovereign
tribes, that's what |I'mtal king about. Federally

recogni zed Indian or Native tribes. |'mnot tal king about
everything el se, YRDFA or any of that, |I'mtalking about
tribes. And that right there is how these people on these
rivers who don't have fish on that bank, who don't have
fish in their fish cache, they have, | believe, and they
bel i eve, they have a right to that fish before the nouth
has the right to open for commercial. Before anything, the
Native, and |I'mtal king about those Natives in Canada, when
Canada started their fish wheels this season, you said | ast
night, what'd they do for fish, Monty, they gave it to the
First Nations. | read articles about the Canadi an
governnent and the bond they're creating with the Native
peopl e in Canada and trying to restore as much of the
culture as those people can claimand keep themin those

villages. That's what |'mtal king about. Keeping -- not
me in Manley or Wiite people anywhere, |I'mnot talking
about Wiite people. |'mtalking about |ndians and Eski nos,

Natives, that's what |I'mtal king about, those peopl e.

Those are the people who -- if nobody el se
gets to fish, they should be able to fish if anybody
fishes. And that's what | think is where we're at now,
they didn't get to fish and that's wong. That is not
right. Whether a comrercial fisherman gets to turn his
wheel commercial or a driftnetter gets to catch in the
nmouth, that's if we have fish, we don't have fish anynore
near -- fromwhat | hear. There's fish in the river but
not enough to go around. And the fish has to be -- the
Natives have to be the |ast ones to get fish is ny point.
And | thank this group of people here and you're Federal ?

MR M LLARD: Correct.

MR BREDEMAN. (kay, and you Federal people
here are the only people that will help, but you have to be
convi nced of your responsibility. I'mnot putting this
responsi bility on your governnent, they did that. Article
25, what is that? Is that real? | think so. And that's
what I"'mtrying to focus, if we can't do it through YRDFA
and all these associations and Fish and Gane Advi sory
Conmittee and this commttee, it has to be a governnent to
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governnent relationship to a sovereign tribe that is
dependent on the Federal governnent. | didn't do that, the
Federal governnent did. But nowit's time for themto step
up and at | east speak out. The concerns of these people,
ny uncle John Starr sat up here and told you the truth.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Larry.....

MR BREDEMAN. Do we need a resol ution?
I"mnot a tribal menber anywhere but that's the power, a
resolution. And I'mdone, I'Il get off ny soapbox, I
appreci ate everybody listening. And | hope |I've maybe
changed the direction of sone of this because it's not
going to do us any good to fight or blanme anybody, we're
all responsibility and that's why |I'm here.

Thank you very nuch.
MR. FLEENER  Turn the m crophone off.
MR BREDEMAN. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Are there any ot her
conmrent s out there.

MR CARLO WIliam Carlo, Tanana Al aska.
And | would |ike to comment on subsistence hunting. |,
nysel f, | got a noose but | had to go quite a ways for it
and spent al nost $500 just in gas. But the point is this,
| only went -- it's harder -- it's getting harder for

peopl e around here just to go out and hunt because they
have to go further and further and a | ot of us don't have
any noney to go that far. The thing is | only went down as
far as Bone-Yard. But, you know, for us, | went up to Fish
Creek and there was too many people there and so | went up
after trying all over, | didn't go dowmn to Novi because
there was just too nany people down there. And so | went
up to Hay Slough and I got up into Hay Slough, and that's
quite a job to just get up in there. But | go up there and

there's an airplane on floats, there's two tents up but
there's really no canp. There's just -- you know, just to
be legal. So they got their noose. | don't know how many

noose they got because | turned around and went back down.
But the thing is, a lot of people just can't afford to go
out, they have to go too far

They made a portage into the |ake that |
didn't see. | went up to the bridge, up to the Yukon
bridge and I counted over 120 trailers, that's boat
trailers. And standing out here, | see boat with a
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Ham lton jet on it, with three racks on there and | know
damm wel | that they cannot haul that neat fromthe Novi or
Gal ena or wherever. Wth a HamlIton jet boat here, it wll
take at least a 100 gallons to get to the bridge, so what
did they do with that neat? |If they got it out of the
Novi, they would never get on step with a Hamlton jet, |
know that for a fact.

| nmean it's -- 1've seen places where they
just cut off the head and |l eft everything there. | can't
afford to go out and hunt anynore, | have to divide ny

noose up between nme and ny brother and ny son. He didn't
get one. He was out four or five days, ny boy was out with
me. You know, | -- there's got to be sonething different
than what's going on here whether it's lottery, whether we
say, okay, we'll open npose season, there'll be only 100,
drawing for 100. | could live with that. 1| nean, to ne, |
mean |'mnot going to be in the lottery, that's for sure.
But | nmean if you're going to have Fairbanks hunters com ng
down here, then there should be a lottery. There is no way
-- there's a |lot of people that didn't get npose here.

| nmean this -- go down there in the store
and | ook and see what they're selling us. Look in there,
| ook around and see what we got. W got pizzas that
Saf eway don't want anynore, outdated, you know. Look down
there. And the hell of it is is sone of us are going to
have to buy it. That's the hell of it.

And | thank you for listening to me. Thank
you.

CHAIRVAN GOOD: WIlliam if you could al so
do this again, tonorrow, when we have the ADF&G wildlife
peopl e here it would be real handy, too. Do we have any
corrections or additions to the m nutes?

MR MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairnman. Basically
the mnutes were sent out and key staff, different staff
reviewit closely. | have a copy of them they're basically
editorial, where |I should have had an additional, that, in
there, and I msspelled Monty's |ast nanme, things like
that. But in general all the edits that were submtted
were editorial and not content.

MR FLEENER M. Chairman, I'd like to
make a notion to adopt the agenda.

CHAI RVAN GOCD:  |Is there a second.
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MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: It has been noved and
seconded to adopt the agenda.

MR, NICHOLI A: Question.

CHAI RMAN GOCD: Question has been call ed.
Al in favor say aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.
CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  (Qpposed say nay.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  The notion passes, we have
an agenda.

MR FLEENER M. Chairman, I'd like to
make a notion to adopt February 22 through 24 neeting
m nut es.

MR N CHOLI A© Second.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD: It has been noved and
seconded that we adopt the February 22nd through 24th, 2000
neeting mnutes. Are there any questions or comments on
t hose m nutes?

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: CGeral d.

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chair, | went over these
m nutes and pretty much agree with everything, it pretty
much reflects all the things that we did with the Wstern
Interior Regional Council.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Any ot her comments.

MR, NICHOLI A: Question.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  All those in favor of
passi ng these minutes, please signify by saying aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.
CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Qpposed sane si gn.
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(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  The mi nutes are approved as
witten.

MR NCHOLIA. M. Chair, 1'd like to
nmention to whoever is doing the mnutes, that they use
spell check and read it before they send it to us.

CHAl RVAN GOCOD:  Vince, before we nove on to
fisheries proposals, do you have any conments?

MR. MATHEWS: No, just that condensing 400
pages of testinony into 20 pages can be trying at tines,
but I will use spellcheck.

CHAI RVAN G00OD:  Thank you, Vince. Peggy,
you have a comment.

M5. FOX: Thank you, M. Chair. | do want
to take a couple of mnutes to address the Council. On a
nunber of the issues that were brought up about the Counci
books and perhaps the neeting preparation, |I'mnot sure of
exactly all the concerns or where things went wong, but,
you know, | wanted to say, and you all know, this is our

first year taking on fisheries and we're practically
doubling staff. W've had just a trenmendous increase in
busi ness, if you will, besides doing five mllion dollars
worth of projects. |I'mnot here to make any excuses, | do

want you to know that we are taking your coments very
seriously and we are very concerned that you did not have
t he books here, even a few days in advance, a week or two
weeks, because your work is very inportant to the program
it's extrenely inportant. And we do want you to have the
opportunity to do your work very effectively.

So | apol ogi ze for our office. And you
know, I'mnot promsing the rest of the neeting is going to
go real snmooth either for a lot of the same reasons |
nmenti oned, but we are trying and our intentions are good
and we are here, you know, to help in any way we can to
make things effective for you. But again, | do apol ogi ze
and | promse we'll do better next year and you can hold ne
to it and rake nme over the coals if we don't. But we are
going to do our best, as al ways.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Wl |, just to be
m schi evous, | don't think you'll have to work too hard to
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do better. That would bring us into fisheries proposals.

MR MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairman, with the
Council's concurrence, the way we've done it in the past is
["Il introduce the proposal and then turn it over to the
appropriate Staff to do the analysis -- briefing on the
analysis, and then it will cone back to ne to give you a
summary of comments that were submtted and then I'Il have
to ask the Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane -- in Nul ato,
they had one of their nmenbers bring -- one of their Staff
bring in the nost current reconmendations, so | don't know
if.o....

M5. WHEELER: (Nods affirmatively)
MR. MATHEWS:. Yeah, okay. Then we'll turn

it over to the State to hear that and then fromthere you
guys can go forward. In the past you guys have taken it,

where sonmeone brings up a notion to support the proposal
it's seconded and then you work on it fromthere and then
we wal k through the steps. As your Coordinator, 1'd also
encourage you, since this is the first year you' ve dealt
with fisheries proposals, |I'mnot saying you haven't done

it in the past but it would be best to have clear
justification for your votes, if at all possible. Woever
IS your representative to the Federal Subsistence Board
buil ds on those justifications.

So generally in the past, one or two of you
summari zed why you voted for or against sonething so it's
clear on the record. So with that, 1'll see if you agree
to that way of doing it and then we'll start off.

MR JAMES: M. Chairman. Nat.
CHAl RVAN GOOD:  Yes, Davey, go ahead.

MR JAMES: | was hoping that -- can you
i ntroduce the rest of the people that's here in this
bui | di ng, because there's a | ot of people here and | don't
know who they are. | know, us Board nmenbers, we know who
they are, the Staff but there's a |lot of |ocal people that
don't know who the rest of the people are and if we can
i ntroduce themor they can introduce thensel ves around
the.....

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: A request has been nade for
us to go all the way around the roomw th everybody
i ntroducing thenselves. So | think I'Il honor that
request. So if we can start here, perhaps in this corner
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over here and go around the room and just quickly say your
nane and where you're from and if appropriate, what you
do.

MR SOWER: | amCurtis Sotmmer. I'ma
tribal council nmenber for the tribe here in Tanana.

MR EDWN Herbie Edwin and | work for
t he Tanana Tri bal Council.

MR. ANDERSON. Fred Anderson. |'mthe
fisheries biologist with National Park Service and | work
in Yukon Charley Denali and Gates of the Arctic. | live in
Fai r banks.

M5. EAKON: |'m Hel ga Eakon and | work with
the Fish and Wldlife Service, Ofice of Subsistence
Managenent. | coordi nate neetings of the inter-agency
Staff Commttee to the Federal Subsistence Board.

M5. FRIEND: |'m Connie Friend. 1'm
working with the Tetlin National WIldlife Refuge in Tok.

MR RIVARD: |I'mDon Rivard. I'mwth the
US. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ofice of Subsistence
Managenment. |'ma fisheries biologist by profession and

I"malso Chief of the Interior Region D vision, which
i ncludes all the Yukon River.

MR DARLAND: |I'mDarell Darland. |I'mfrom
Delta Junction. | represent the Delta Junction Advisory
Conmi ttee.

MR SCHULZ: |'m Bob Schul z, Tetlin
Nati onal WIldlife Refuge.

MR STARR MW nanme is Paul Starr, | live
here in Tanana.

MR TWTCHELL: I'mHollis Twitchell wth

Denal i National Park.

MR ALBRECHT: Dan Albrecht. 1'mthe
deputy director of the Yukon River Drainage Fisheries
Associ ati on.

MR G SAM Gabe Sam D rector of
Wldlife and Parks for the Tanana Chi efs Conference. |'m
originally from Husli a.
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MR McCLELLAN. |I'm Geg Mcdellan,
Subsi st ence Coordinator for the Yukon Flats and Arctic
National Wldlife Refuge. M office is in Fairbanks.

MR WLLIAMS: M nane is Paul WIlians and
I"'mfromBeaver. | work for the Fish and Wldlife Service.
|"ve been there with themfor five years.

MR CARLO Ken Carl o, resident.

M5. CARLO Judy Carlo. Tanana Native
Counci | .

MR FLIRS: Bill Fliris. 1'ma fisherman
and I'mon the advisory commttee and the YRDFA board.

MR DOXEY: M ke Doxey. [|'ma sportfish
bi ol ogist with Fish and Gane in Fai rbanks and for the
Tanana area, a nanagenent bi ol ogi st.

MR KARLEN. |I'mBob Karlen. | work for
BLM i n Fai rbanks as a fisheries biologist.

M5. McSWEENY:  Ingrid McSweeny. BLM

M5. CH VERS: Mchelle Chivers. Fish and
Wildlife Service, public involvenent specialist out of
Anchor age.

MR DeMATTEOQO Pete DeMatteo. Ofice of
Subsi st ence Managenent, regi onal bi ol ogi st.

MR SHERROD: George Sherrod. Ofice of
Subsi st ence Managenent, Interior anthropol ogist.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Thank you. |If we could go
in the center.

MR. HANDER: |'m Ray Hander with the
Fai r banks Fishery Resource Ofice. |I'ma fishery

bi ol ogi st, subsistence, in-season nanager.

MR MLLARD: |I'mMnty MIlard. Northern
coordi nator for fisheries out of Fairbanks and del egated
i n-season manager by the Federal Subsistence Board.

M5. BORBA: |'mBonnie Borba. | work for
Fish and Gane, State, in-season nmanagenent, Yukon River,
fall season.
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M5. FOX: Peggy Fox, Deputy Assi stant
Regi onal Director for Subsistence. And ny apologies to
Monty, | was playfully pointing to himwhen the question
was asked who was the head Fed. | didn't nean to put him
on the spot.

I"'mthe head Fed here today if there's any
ot her questi ons.

M5. GRONQUI ST: Ruth Gonquist. I'ma
wi ldlife biologist for BLMout of the Fairbanks office.

MR BURR | am John Burr. Al aska
Depart ment Fish and Gane, sportfish biologist.

MR FOX: Good nmorning. |'mDevin Fox from
Yukon Charley River National Preserve in Eagle, Al aska.

M5. WHEELER |'m Pol |y Weel er.
Department of Fish and Gane, D vision of Subsistence and
I"malso acting co-chair of the Federal MOA group.

M5. EVANS: Linda Evans. 1'ma candidate
for the Yukon River panel. | live in Ranpart for the |ast
-- | don't know how nany years, 20-sone years.

MR J. STARR | already said who | was.
MR. BREDEMAN. Larry Bredeman from Manl ey.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Vince, what we'd |ike you
to do is go ahead and present the proposals and then we'll
pl ace a notion on the floor.

MR MATHEWS: Ckay. |If you turn to Tab C
as in Cantwell, you'll see a listing there, Proposal 32 was
put in by accident. You can look at it if you so desire,
it deals with close non-subsistence fishing for pike and
sheefish in the Innoko River. |ITis out of your district
and it's not on the Yukon River. But it is in your book so
"Il wait to see if you just want to pass on that one
since, in ny opinion, by accident, it got put into the
book.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: W' Il pass on that and nove
onto Proposal FP-01-5.

MR. MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairnman. Proposal
5 was proposed by Leonard Kobuk and the St. M chael Native
Cor poration. Proposal 5 seeks to add the residents of the
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community of St. Mchael to the existing customary and
traditional use determ nation for sal nmon and chum sal non
And before | turn it over to Don Rivard to tal k about it,
the reason all these different proposals that are in here
that are sonmewhat out of your region is basically since the
sal non stocks on the Yukon River are fully allocated, |
felt as your Coordinator, proposal for the Yukon -- or al
proposals for the Yukon R ver should be in front of you so
that you can elect to take action on them or not.

The other thing is due to the work | oad
that has fallen upon the program we weren't able to get
the coordinating fisheries commttee together who m ght be
the ones that would filter through the proposals and say
this one, you know, your representative Davey or GCerald
woul d say, no, our Council really doesn't need to | ook at
that for whatever reasons. The reason that | bring this up

isif this follows the trend that happened with wildlife,
it's -- | forgot ny geonetry but for those that are smarter
than I, it's a rapid increase after the first year, as

peopl e understand that there's an opportunity to get
situations corrected possibly or nodified or at |east nade
known of on the Federal side. So | would predict next year
you'll have a |lot nore proposals and that we'll need to
make an effort to get that commttee to help you refine

whi ch ones you need to | ook at, which ones you need to
coordinate with your fellow Regional Councils, Yukon-
Kuskokwi m Western Interior and then on the Copper River,
with Sout hcentral .

So with that, 1'Il stop. But that explains
why sonme of these are in here, Western Interior on sone,
and I'll share their recommendations; deferred, but they
di d appreciate knowi ng of the proposals.

MR FLEENER M. Chairman, I'd like to
make a notion to adopt Proposal 5.

MR WLDE: |1'Il second it.
CHAI RVAN GOCD: |t has been noved and

seconded to pass Proposal 5. |If we now could continue with
the materi al

MR. R VARD:. Yes, thank you, M. Chair and
fell ow nenbers of the Council. This Proposal 5, which was
witten by -- the analysis was witten by Pat Md el | ahan

of our Staff, tal ks about Leonard Kobuk and St. M chae
Native Corporation requesting a positive and customary and
trade use determ nation for sal non
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This proposal is in a state of flux right
now. Talking with Pat yesterday before com ng here,
they're still talking about this within their own region
and so there's no final proposal yet on this and so it's
really kind of premature to discuss this one and to vote on
it, if you should decide to support it or not. So at the
time when we do get sonmething in finalized form we can

then provide that to your Council if you so choose.
Thank you.
CHAI RVAN GOOD: CGeral d.

MR NCHOLIAL M. Chair, 1'd like to get
this information but like | nentioned before, if we support
this or oppose this, I think it will just |ead to another
confrontation of upriver and downriver scenarios so | think
we should just pass on it.

CHAIRVAN GO0OD:  To clarify things here, we
have at this point. Well, first according to Roberts Rules
of Orders, we need a notion on the floor and it nust be in
favor of an action that would be passing it. Now, that we
have the notion on the floor, we can either vote it up or
down or we can defer to the nore appropri ate Regi ona

Council and in this case that's who Gerald is referring to
here, suggesting it be deferred.

MR FLEENER 1'll second that notion.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD: It has been noved and
seconded to defer this proposal to the appropriate Regiona
Council. Is there any coments.

MR FLEENER Yes, M. Chair. I'dlike to

say that | wouldn't like to see any subsistence comunity
refused an opportunity to have their customary and
tradi ti onal usage recogni zed, as | tal ked about many tines
before, but since this is out of our region, we basically
should just pass it on to thembut in our comments let it
be known that we do support C&T determ nations for
traditional uses.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Are there any further
coment s.

MR JAMES: Yeah, | have anot her coment.
You know, | have no problemin designating a C&T, mny other
issue is howw !l that fit into the allocations? WII| that
i ncrease the allocations or the anbunt of fish for the --
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at the nmouth, the | ower people there to get or do we need
sonme nore data information on that, | nean much people are
we tal king about? | nean that's.....

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  They question is, nore
directly, do we have any idea what kind of inpact that this
woul d have upriver in ternms of nunber of fish taken, nunber
of users added to it?

MR RIVARD: Well part of what's being
di scussed in the region itself is that the communities of
St. Mchael and Stebbins may not even be tal ki ng about
their fishing on the Yukon R ver but other rivers that do
not have any connection to the Yukon. So that's kind of --
even though it affects the Yukon Northern area, | don't
think they're tal king about fishing in the Yukon River
itself.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: By that then we woul d
expect the effect to be mninmal?

MR RIVARD: Yes, | believe so.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Any further comments from
Egﬁncil.

MR, WLDE  Question

CHAI RMAN GOCOD: Question has been call ed.
Al'l those in favor of deferring this to the appropriate
Regi onal Council, please signify by saying aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.
CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Qpposed sane si gn.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  The notion carries to
def er.

MR. FLEENER M. Chairnman, | just have a
concern, | just thought about it as we were goi ng over
this, fisheries, of course, being a nmuch different ani nma
than any wildlife popul ation, how are C&T determ nati ons
going to inpact the anmount of fish caught, locally and in
ot her places a thousand mles away? Davey's point was well
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taken. | think this is sonething that goes back to the
concept of determ ning the subsistence need. And | think
this mght be a good tine to talk about that for a second.
And the point being that we need to determ ne the anount of
subsi stence need in each comunity or each region in the
entire drai nage before we can go about understanding what's
fully needed.

W tal ked about this on a couple of the
Regi onal Council tel econferences, the inportance of
under st andi ng what people need. You know, we have three
priorities, categories, whatever you want to call themfor
fishing on the Yukon River. The first one is to neet
escapenent, second one is subsistence, the third is
commercial. And comercial seens to conme before quite a
few subsi stence users, that's just by the nature of where
the commercial fishernen are. And we hope that we can neet
escapenent goals but it seens |like the |ast ones, but
they' re supposed to be the second ones, are the subsistence
users. W don't understand what they need, yet, we're
maki ng rul es, we're nmaking policy decisions that affect
t hem

W have a pretty darn understandi ng of what
we need to neet escapenent goals, we have a pretty good
under st andi ng of what commercial fishernmen want and how
much they need and how nuch we can all ow t hem but we don't
have a darn clue as to the true subsistence need. W also
need to get, not just the subsistence need, the subsistence
want and what people are actually taken. Those can be
three different things. And | think that would be a
vitally inmportant step in making all future decisions for
allocating fish on the Yukon River drainage.

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  Gabe, did you have a
request.

ME. G SAM M. Chair, Gabe Sam Tanana
Chiefs Conference. | seemto believe that, | think it was
| ast year, Dan can correct ne if I'mwong, but a simlar
proposal was submitted that was wanting to passed through
YRDFA, to have their commercial fisheries along that sane
river system And one of the big issues that we came up
with was the bycatch of possible salnon that's bound for
the Yukon. That was a big concern.

Which is the same C&T determ nation for St
M chael and these other communities. | think there's still
a simlar concern that, what inpact would it have on the
Yukon River bound fish, you know, you can't determ ne which
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fish is comng into the river system and | think it |eads
on to a nore -- you know, | think it has to be carefully
| ooked at before you nmake a hasty decision on it.

Thank you, M. Chair.
CHAI RVAN GO0D:  Cone forward pl ease.

M5. WHEELER:  Pol |y Wheel er, Division of
Subsi stence. Just for clarification, right now the finding
-- there is a finding for -- a positive C&T finding for all
sal non on the Yukon River, the finding doesn't go by stock,
it's just all salnmon. And | don't remenber the exact
amount offhand, it's a range, it's about 300,00 to 450, 000,
I think, or sonething like that. | nean it's a range and it
was taken -- it was based on a five year average of all
sal non species. And | can get you the exact nunber at a
| ater date, | don't have themwth nme right now. And the
Federal governnent adopted -- when the Federal governnent
t ook over nmanagenent of fisheries on Federally regul ated
waters, they al so adopted that finding.

CHAl RVAN GOCD: Vi nce.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, | need to
caution you that C&T, custonmary and traditional use
determ nations are separate fromthe allocation. If the
community of St. Mchael's has a |l ong-term consi stent
pattern of use, et cetera, et cetera, those different
criteria that CGeorge or others can help you, that is the
question before you in nmy understanding in the proposal.
The question that is not before you is can the fishery
support that conmunity. So the question is, is do they
really qualify, et cetera, and you already deferred that.
So the other is separate, so | would caution you to nake
sure that you renmenber the two, and then finally ny
understanding is is they' ve historically have fished in
this area for as long as St. Mchael if not |onger, so
that's probably already calculated in, if that's the term
into the take.

So if you have any further questions we can
get nore Staff up here to go over the relationship of
determ nations to allocation

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Vince, | realize that we
have deferred that and we're essentially past that and |
also realize that we're sonmewhat out of order, but | think
the real question is, what can we do? And | nentioned
earlier that I'd like to, at sone point, have sonebody
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speak to us about the possibility of energency openers or
subsi st ence purposes on Federal |ands. Wuld we be able
to, perhaps, insert that into the agenda sonewhere, and
know that we're going to get to it at this neeting?

MR MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairman. You have
the option of emergency orders and it would be w thout
consulting other Staff, it'd probably be a good tine to
talk about it, not to land it on the sanme thing, but to
tal k about it when we review the in-season nmanagenent
section. But individuals can submt energency -- we cal
them special actions, but it's the sane thing as an
enmer gency order request. Individuals, groups,

organi zati ons can submt those throughout the year,
t hroughout the season to address a need, and we have
recei ved sone.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: I'd like to see it
addressed at this neeting so we could determ ne just how
possible it is to do this. | know we did run into problens
with other -- with wildlife issues here so if we could see

toit that we're prepared later in the neeting and go over
t hat .

And that would now bring us to Proposal 6.

MR MATHEWS: Ckay, M. Chairman, Proposa
6 is on Page 36. It is fromthe Yukon Ri ver Drainage
Fi shernmen' s Associ ation, which their representative and
executive director is here so he may want to tal k about
their proposal. It's to repeal the regulation that
restricts the subsistence fishernen registered for a
particular district commercially, to only be allowed to
subsi stence fish in that sanme district.

MR. RIVARD: Thank you, M. Chair. Don
Rivard, U S Fish and Wldlife Service, Ofice of
Subsi st ence Managenent .

MR FLEENER Hold on one second. M.
Chair, hold on a second, 1'd like to nmake a notion to adopt
Proposal 6.

MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  It's been noved and
seconded to adopt Proposal 6.

MR R VARD: The next four draft Staff
analysis that 1'll be presenting were witten by Rich
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Cannon, who has |l ots of experience on the Yukon R ver.
Rich is now working with our Fisheries Information Service
Di vision, and so he's busy working on the pre-proposals
that cane in over the past nonth.

Proposal 6 on Page 38 of the RAC bookl et
was subm tted by the Yukon Ri ver Drainage Fishernen's
Associ ation, and it woul d change the Federal regul ations
under fishing periods for the Yukon Northern area.

The proposed change woul d repeal the
followi ng provision. |If you are a conmercial sal non
fisherman who is registered for districts Y1, Y2 or Y3, you
may not take sal non for subsistence purposes in any other
district | ocated downstreamfrom d d Paradise Village. And
as you can see, it shows the existing regulation there
under the issue and then the proposed regul ati on woul d j ust
strike all that.

On Page 40 is a map of the area we're
tal ki ng about showing the three different districts.

The prelimnary conclusion on Page 47 is to
support this proposal. The justification for it is that
the existing regulation, which was intended to prevent
illegal sale of salnon harvested in the subsistence fishery
is overly restricted to Lower Yukon River subsistence
users. Managenent of the Lower Yukon commercial fishery
has undergone many changes in recent years in response to
enf orcenent actions, decreased returns, increased
commerci al catch efficiency and nmarket trends. These
changes have significantly reduced commercial fishing tine
and required subsistence fishernen to renove their fishing
gear prior to, during and after announced comerci al
openi ngs. Increased conpetition and nmarket demands have
required comrercial fishernmen living in villages in
Districts Y2 and Y3 to travel down stream |l ong di stances to
participate in commercial fishing openings in District Y1.
These openings are very short and are announced on short
notice. Once fishernmen have sold fish in the district that
they are registered and al so nmust subsistence fish in that
district.

The existing regul ation prevents sone of
these fishernen from subsi stence fishing near their home
vill ages and established fish canps.

Thank you, M. Chair.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairnan, there was no
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public conment submitted. Western Interior, |ast week,
took up Proposal 6 and after discussing it they voted to
support the proposal because it's an unnecessary burden on
subsi stence users. And Yukon- Kuskokwim to make it clear,
is not neeting until October 24th through the 26, so we
have no recommendati ons fromthe other Yukon River Regiona
Counci | .

CHAI RVAN GOCD: Ger al d.

MR NCHOLIA: Yeah, M. Chair. | was at
St. Mary's when | first heard about this proposal. It's
such a hardship for themto be conmercially registered in
one district and that's usually in Yl and they live in Y2,
and | think we should support this proposal because it wll
elimnating their hardshi ps, because they get commerci al
noti ces on such short notice and they have to pull their
gear and nove upriver or stay there and commercial fish
away fromtheir honmes or subsistence fish

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Any further Counci
coment s.

MR JAMES: Yeah, | have one. I'mstill a
little bit confused on this here. You're saying that if a
person |ives, wherever, we're talking about Y1, if a
fisherman has a commercial license in Y1, that's at the
nouth and they live in St. Mary's and they're going down to
Y1l to conmmercial fish, you nmean that they have to stay
within that area to subsistence, and they can't go up there
to Y2 to subsistence fish?

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  That's right. They can't
go back into their own honme area to subsistence fish. The
notion on the floor would allow themto be at hone and fish
in their area.

MR JAMES: Ckay.
CHAI RVAN GO0D:  Cone forward pl ease.

M5. WHEELER  Thank you, M. Chair. Just
to get the State's conments on records. The coments that
you have in your Regional Council booklets are actually our
prelimnary comments to the prelimnary proposals. W have
a few updated coments which are based on the proposals --
or based on these Staff analysis and the Staff
recommrendation and we will have a third set of coments
that are going to be based on the Staff Conmttee
recomrendation. If | could just read into the record our
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comrents, M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN GOCD: Pl ease.

M5. WHEELER And this is to Proposal 6.

The proposal is a request to repeal an existing regulation
that specifies that if you' re a comercial sal non fishernman
who is registered for Yukon River District 1, 2 or 3, you
may not take sal non for subsistence purposes in any other
district | ocated downstreamfrom A d Paradise Village. The
State supports the prelimnary Staff conclusion to repeal
this regulation and specify it's intent to propose the sane
to the Al aska Board of Fisheries. So it would be matching
the regulations with the Board of Fish and Gane.

Thanks.

MR. FLEENER. Questi on.

MR. JAMES: | have one nore question here.
CHAI RVAN GOOD:  CGo ahead, Davey.

MR JAVMES: Where is the A d Paradise
Vill age?

ANDERSON:  Just bel ow Anvi k.
JAVES: Bel ow Anvi k?
ANDERSON:  (Nods affirmatively)

S

JAMES: Ckay, thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Are there any further
coments. Further discussion. |If not all those in favor
pl ease signify by saying aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Qpposed sane si gn.

(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  The noti on passes.

MR. MATHEWS: M. Chairnman, that brings us
up to Proposal 8. Proposal 7 was withdrawn. Proposal 8 is

on Page 50. Again, it was submtted by the Yukon River
Dr ai nage Fi shernmen's Association. It would rescind the
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regul atory requirenent that individuals obtain an Al aska
Department of Fish and Gane subsi stence fishing permt for
non- sal non species but retain the requirenent to obtain a
subsi stence salnon fishing permt in the Upper Tanana above
the nouth of the Wod R ver.

MR. FLEENER M. Chairnman, | nove to adopt
Proposal 8.

MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD: It has been noved and
seconded to pass Proposal 8. Please continue.

MR. RIVARD. Thank you, M. Chair. Vince
has outlined the issue already. And on Page 52 you can see
the existing regulations there and then the proposed
regul ation would add in the words, for salnon in the Tanana
Ri ver drai nage above the nouth of the Wod River. If you
| ook on Page 54, there's a map of the area we're talking
about. And you can note on the Tanana R ver, that Federa
jurisdiction is way high in the drai nage, there's very
little Federal jurisdiction in this proposal area.

The prelimnary conclusion from Staff
anal ysis is to support the proposal and the justification
is under current State and Federal subsistence fishing
regul ati ons, subsistence fishing permts for taking any
fish are required in the Tanana Ri ver drai nage upstream of
the mouth of the Whod River. This proposed regul atory
change woul d anmend exi sting regul ati ons by del eting the
permt requirenents for non-sal non species but retain a
permt requirenment for sal non

According to the ADF&G nmanagers responsi bl e
for the Tanana River fisheries conpliance with the non-
sal non permt requirenment and reporting of non-sal non
harvest has been poor in this area. The use of post-season
subsi stence surveys in Upper Tanana River villages may
provide a nore reliable source of subsistence harvest
I nformation.

Federal jurisdictionis limted to the
Federal public waters within the boundaries of the Tetlin
National WIldlife Refuge, the only Federal conservation
unit in this portion of the Tanana Ri ver drainage. The
Ref uge boundary is |ocated 300 nore river mles upstream
fromthe | ower boundary of subdistrict 6(C). Little, if
any, subsistence fishing is thought to occur in waters
under Federal jurisdiction.
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And it should be noted that a simlar
proposal has been submtted to the Al aska Board of
Fi sheries for their consideration during their 2000/ 2001
regul atory cycle.

Thank you, M. Chair.

MR. MATHEWS: M. Chairnman, we had no
witten conments. Western Interior did reviewthis
proposal and they unani nously supported the proposal.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: | wonder if the nmanager of
the wildlife refuge has any coments on it, has he had a
chance to see this?

MR SCHULZ: No comment s.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Well, let's get this
straight here now As | understand it, it liberalizes
everything but sal non on the upriver Tanana waters, is that
correct?

MR SCHULZ: Robert Schulz, Tetlin National
Wldlife Refuge. It doesn't liberalize the take of fish it

just renoves the permtting requirenent before you take
fish there Nat. It doesn't |iberalize anything there.
CHAI RVAN GOOD: | was addressing this in

ternms of you no longer need the permt for fish other than
sal non.

MR SCHULZ: Yes.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  So fromthat point of view,
| didn't nean seasons or bag limts.

MR SCHULZ: (kay. kay, | just wanted to
clarify it doesn't liberalize you can take nore or anything
like that. It's basically the requirenment for the permt
i s being renoved.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  But the permt is still
required for sal non?

MR SCHULZ: Yes.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Any ot her questions or
comments here fromthe Council. Thank you. The State.

M5. WHEELER  Thank you, M. Chair. This
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proposal asks to rescind a regulation requiring a State
permt for non-sal non species in the Tanana R ver drai nage
above the Wod River nouth. The State is neutral wth
respect to this proposal. W do note that nost of the area
above the Wod River is not under Federal jurisdiction.

And actually, for your reference, our prelimnary coments
are on Page 50 in the executive sunmary.

Thank you, M. Chair.

MR FLEENER M. Chair. Polly, before you
take off, is the entire purpose for the permtting for
gathering data, is that what it's for?

M5. WHEELER  That's ny under st andi ng,
Craig.

MR. FLEENER  And have we nade mmj or season
bag limt changes based on the data that's been gat hered?
| see that the data is pretty sketchy as it is.

MS. VWHEELER  Yeah.

MR. FLEENER Do you -- | nean it says that
you guys are neutral but do we think that the |oss of these
permts is going to be a great tragedy to information
gat hering and regul ation making in the future?

M5. WHEELER | guess | would say that, you
know, again in our prelimnary comments we say that we have
concerns over the | oss of potentially valuable information,
but historically the reporting there has really not been
very good so.....

MR FLEENER  Thanks. And if you have nore
proposal s com ng up, you can just stay there you don't have
to go back and forth.

M5. WHEELER | was hopi ng you' d nmake t hat
of fer, thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: W'l | probably all ow that
for Don, too. Are there any further coments. |']
comment on this one -- oh, there's a comment here fromthe
audi ence.

MR DARLAND: Yes, the.....
REPORTER: VWait.....
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CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Yes, if you could cone to
the mc here and give your nane and where you're from

MR. DARLAND:. Darell Darland, representing
Delta Junction Advisory Conmittee. W took this issue up
at our last neeting. Basically we were pretty neutral on
it, but you were tal king about gathering of information and
by what we could determ ne there's been no enforcenent of
having that permt. It wasn't enforced. And we felt if
the requirenment for the permt wasn't enforced then why
have the law, and that's where we're at on it.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Thank you. And as a
resident of that area | have to agree 100 percent w th what
Darell has said. This -- there's no reason for us to have
intricacies in any of the |laws affecting our people under
subsi stence rul es here and rather than nake crimnals, 1'd
rather see it as sinple as possible. This sinplifies our
approach to it and therefore nakes it easier, so |
personally, amin favor of it, although |I guess -- well,
the Chair can say what they feel

MR FLEENER  Sure. Call for the question.

CHAI RMAN GOCD:  Question has been call ed.
Hearing no further discussion, all those in favor please
say aye.

N UNI SON:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Qpposed sane si gn.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  The notion passes.

MR MATHEWS: Ckay, M. Chairman, that
brings us up to Proposal 9 on Page 64, which was submtted
by the Council of Athabascan Tribal Governnents and they do
have representatives here who nay want to speak on the
proposal. This deals with the Yukon Northern area specia
provision, it deletes the requirenent for a permt for
whi tefish and suckers for the Birch Creek and within the
500 feet of its mouth and refine the permt requirenent to
be upstream of the Birch Creek bridge on the Steese H ghway
for whitefish and suckers.

MR. FLEENER M. Chairnman, | nove to adopt
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Proposal 9.
CHAI RVAN GOCD:  |'s there a second.
MR JAMES: Second.
MR WLDE:  Second.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD: It has been noved and
seconded to pass Proposal 9. Go ahead, Don.

MR. R VARD: Thank you, M. Chair. On Page
66 of your booklet, is the start of the draft Staff
anal ysis. Vince has outlined the issue here. You'll see
the existing regulation, ItemCis what we're tal ki ng about
and it would add upstreamfromthe bridge on the Steese
H ghway and strike within 500 feet of its mouth, it's
tal ki ng about whitefish and suckers in Birch Creek. Mp 1
on Page 68 shows the area that we're tal king about and
we' re | ooking there on the upper and | ower nouth of Birch
Creek, that area there and then if you' Il look at, there's
a box that says permt required upstreamsouth of the
bridge on the Steese H ghway, that part of Birch Creek from
the highway to the boundary of the Steese Nationa
Conservation area is a wild river corridor, so that's under
Federal jurisdiction as well as the Steese Nationa
Conservation area.

The prelimnary Staff conclusion is to
support this proposal. The justification, |ocal
subsi stence users who reside in rural communities near the
Birch Creek, including the village of Birch Creek, have
traditionally fished for non-sal non species in Birch C eek
Subsi stence fishing for sal nobn occurs in the nmainstem Yukon
River in that area.

The original concern by the A aska
Department of Fish and Gane about sal non spawning in Birch
Creek does not appear rel evant given avail able information.
Therefore, allow ng subsistence fishing to occur downstream
of the Steese Hi ghway bridge is justified. Subsistence
harvest nonitoring could be addressed through use of
vol untary post-season surveys. Concerns about additi onal
effort and possi bly underreported harvest from non-1|oca
fishermen gai ning access to Birch Creek at the Steese
H ghway bridge could be addressed by requiring a State or a
Federal subsistence permt. This permt requirenent would
ensure the collection of harvest data fromfishers from
nore distant | ocations who subsistence fish in Birch Creek
due to the easy access point at the bridge.
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Jurisdictional aspects of this proposa
will need to be coordinated between the Federal Subsistence
Board and the Al aska Board of Fisheries, which wll
consider a related proposal, No. 164, during their
del i berations in January which was al so subnmitted by CATG

Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAl RVAN GOOD: Don, one conment here, what
this does is appear to nove it back off of State |and and
make sure that it applies only to Federal land; is that
correct? | guess what |I'msaying here is if it's now being
applied strictly to Federal land it would seem nore
appropriate for us to have it on our books.

MR R VARD: Yes. It would be on Federal
| ands, but right now we don't have a permtting system so
it still is going to need to be coordinated sonehow with
the State. And it may still be able to done under a State
fishing permt.

MR. NICHOLIA: Yeah, M. Chair, would this
be an added burden on the subsistence fishernmen or woul d
this just be nore or less regulating the people that go
there fromthe road systenf

MR RIVARD: | think that's the main thing
is to capture the harvest data from people that are com ng
-- using the road systemto fish in Birch Creek, accessing
at the bridge there at the Steese H ghway.

MR NICHOLIA: Fromwhat Polly nentioned if
you use this -- nore permtting systens -- and if you use
all these permts and stuff and you don't get the data
back, what will be the purpose then?

MR JAMES: | think | could answer. | was
the original proposer that put this in here. Oiginally
the village of Birch Creek had a fish canp at the nmouth of
the Birch Creek River and they didn't know all these years
that they had to have a permt. They were illegally
fishing. Statistics and data shows that nobody goes
through the nouth of Birch Creek and fish -- hardly nobody
at all, zero, only the Village of Birch Creek, plus the few
trappers, ny brother and nme have a trap |ine down there,
that's about it. And they were asking why, you know, since
there's nobody going there taking that fish, why they're
required to have a permt there and half the tinme they
| eave their permts hone anyway, they didn't even realize
they were illegally fishing.
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So | put in this proposal there and we
didn't know that there was a proposal restricting fishing
on that nouth there. But then we found out that Birch
Creek was the access to the roads and there was a | ot of
subsi stence fishernmens in Fairbanks and outside Fairbanks
rural area, and if you don't -- if we wanted to keep the
proposal, you know, require permts -- permt requiremnments
up there in the nouth of Birch Creek on up because we don't
have the requirenent, they can just fish out the stocks, so
that was the original.....

CHAIRVAN GOOD:  So this would then sinplify
it for subsistence users.

MR. RIVARD: Yes. Especially for the
peopl e of the village of Birch Creek.

CHAI RVAN GOCD: Pol | y.

M5. WHEELER  Thank you, M. Chair. W had
sonme prelimnary coments, we didn't actually see the
Federal proposal analysis so we don't really have any
comment based on the Federal proposal analysis because this
is the first time we've seen it. However, our position to
support this proposal still stands. W supported it
initially and we support it now, even in the absence of
readi ng the proposal analysis or |ooking at the Staff
reconmendat i on

CHAl RVAN GOCD: Vi nce.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, Western
Interior did review this proposal and they supported this
proposal. And we'll need to pursue because ny
understanding all draft analysis were shared with the
Al aska Department of Fish and Gane prior to even putting
this book together, so we'll have to find out what reason
they did not see it.

MR FLEENER Call for the question.

CHAI RMAN GOCD:  Question has been called --
comment .

MR ALBRECHT: Yes, could | comrent on.....
REPORTER: Wait, you have to cone up here.

MR ALBRECHT: For the record, Dan Al brecht
with YRDFA. On Page 69, there's the bottom paragraph, it
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has a reference to sonme contract surveys that were done by
our association this summer. There's an inaccuracy here in
the statenment. It says at the bottom of Page 69, however,
recent fisheries surveys conducted by a contractor to YRDFA
for the purpose of evaluating the reclamation status of
Birch Creek for sal non production observed hi gh nunbers of
northern pike in the | ower reaches of the river, no
juvenil e sal nron were observed during these surveys. That's
i ncorrect.

It appears that M. Cannon, who wote this,
may have confused what our results were from M nook Creek
whi ch was al so surveyed this sumrer. And M nook, i ndeed,
this sumrer had no juvenile salnmon in it at all, despite
extensive sanpling. But in Birch Creek, quite far
upstream way upstream near where the farthest upstream
crossing of the Steese H ghway, and I'll just quote from
our newsl etter and you can introduce in the record on Page
9 of our YRDFA is an article, YRDFA surveys M nook and
Birch Creek and I'Il just read it about Birch Creek.

Birch Creek surveys were carried out during
August 7th to 11th, 2000. Surveys were conducted via boat
fromBig Creek to Crooked Creek, et cetera. Birch Ceek
wat er shed has been extensively mned, there is significant
di sturbance that predates the Safe M ning Recl amati on Act
and is not subject to reclamation. Habitat in mning
surveys from 1984 to 1995 indicated an increase in fish
speci es in nunbers of grayling, scul pen and round
whitefish. The presence of one juvenile chinook was
docunented in Birch Creek during the 1990s and a second
juveni |l e chinook was docunented in Twelve Mle Ceek, a
tributary of Birch and that's again, up kind of in between
the two areas of Steese National Conservation area near
close to the Steese H ghway. Qur survey this sunmer
basi cally says, current results, i.e., the work we did in
August of 2000, current results found 19 chinook juveniles
were at the Birch Harrison Creek confluence, actually right
in Harrison Creek itself, and these were pretty |arge
juveniles as well.

So there are, just for the record, there
are juvenile chinook salnon in the Harrison -- in the Upper
Birch Creek area. But YRDFA still supports the proposal
which is getting rid of the permt requirenent because it's
overly burdensone to subsi stence users.

MR. FLEENER. Questi on.
CHAI RMAN GOCD: Question has been call ed.
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Hearing no further discussion, all those in favor of the
proposal, please say aye.

N UNI SON:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Qpposed sane si gn.

(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  The notion passes.

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN GOCD:  Ger al d.

MR NICHOLIA: | don't know what's back

there but there's food back there and if people are hungry
and stuff.

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  Yeah, it does appear that
food has snuck up behind us and maybe we better take us a
| unch break. 1t's about 20 after 12: 00, how | ong do we
need?

MR FLEENER  Two hours.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  No two hours. Let's take
an hour -- we'll take a one hour |unch break.

(OFf record)

(On record)

CHAI RVAN GOOD: We'd like to call this
neeting back to order. W're going to nmake a change in the
agenda at this point. W have a nenber who's getting his
|l eg nedically taken care of so we're going to get sone
updates fromthe Ofice of Subsistence Managenent. That's
Item 10 on your agenda. W're going to start with A which
is the statewi de rural determ nations.

MR. RIVARD: Thank you, M. Chair. Don
Rivard, US Fish and Wldlife Service, Ofice of Subsistence
Managenment. Per AN LCA, every 10 years the Federa
Subsi stence Board has to | ook at the rural and non-rural
determnations. And so with that end, the Board directed
the Staff earlier this year to put a process in place to
review our current rural determ nation nethodol ogy and to
recomrend a defensible set of criteria and nethodol ogies to
support the Board's decision-nmaking on this subject.
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The O fice of Subsistence Managenent
anticipates letting a third-party contract in early 2001
sonetinme during the first quarter of 2001, in which the
contractor will be asked to devel op and eval uate one or
nor e met hodol ogies for identifying the characteristics of
rural Al askan conmunities and the criteria that may be
utilized to aggregate comunities that are integrated
econom cal ly, socially and/ or conmmunally.

Based upon the results obtained, a
contractor will reconmend the best nethodol ogy to be used
by the Board to support future rural and/or non-rural
determnations. And I'mon the first page under Tab E in
your booklet, I"'msorry, | should have nentioned that to
begin with. There's also a handout in the back of the
room sone people may have gotten it, it's sal non-col ored
of this same thing that's in the bookl et.

All comunities statewide will be revi ewed
and eval uated based on this new nethodology if it is
accepted by the Board. And it is anticipated that this
contract will be awarded to an academ c or ot her
pr of essi onal organization with appropriate expertise in
rural sociology and economics. The Board al so recogni zes
that the Regional Advisory Councils will want to
participate on this issue and they' Il be providing an
opportunity for selected Council representatives to
participate in Board neetings when the statew de rura
determ nation process is on the agenda. This role would be
the same as when two Council Chairs participated in Board
wor k sessions on the fisheries inplenentation, advising the
Board on specific issues as appropriate. Again, we would
expect that the Council Chairs would determ ne who woul d
represent the Councils during this topic when it's on the
agenda.

The statew de rural determ nation process
will also provide for extensive public participation. The
Regi onal Advisory Councils will regularly be updated and
the recommendati ons of the Councils will be sought on the
proposed net hodol ogy and t he proposed rural determ nations
over the next two years. Devel opnent of a recomended
nmet hodol ogy will take -- we anticipate it wll take
approxi mately one year, and applying it to the Al askan
communities will occur during the second year when nore
census data will be available fromthe 2000 census. And
the final rural determ nations will probably be established
sonetinme in the year 2003.

Thank you.
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MR NCHOLIA: It was stressed very much in
t he Federal Subsistence neeting in Anchorage and stressed
very nmuch in that Western and Eastern joint neeting in
Fai rbanks and a few other neetings that |1've been to, that
any tine a Federal agency gets involved in |ike studying --
like | say, |ike other professional organizations, on this
page right here in the mddle, that rules, sociology,
econom cs, why ain't traditional ecological know edge, it
ain"t in there. Because that's what we -- we stressed that
in those neetings and ' mgoing to stress this here that
t hat should be included there.

And | have one nore question, too, why is
inarural area that this census has to be included for a
rural area, ain't we already known as rural? Wy do we
have to take our census for that? It doesn't matter how
much is here or how nuch is there, we're already rural
And you don't have to know how much we are, you just have
to nmanage the resource for us because one of the second
priorities in this thing is subsistence.

MR RIVARD: Well, if | may, | think
there's many comunities that are rural now that wll
remain rural, based on popul ati on and ot her things.

MR NI CHOLI A:  Unh- huh.
MR RIVARD: You also have to realize that

MR NCHOLIA: | could see it where it's
comng fromlike around Nenana or Clear or on the road
system but on the river system unless they put a road
there, | don't think they should -- instead of the census
data, it shoul d be road-connected, because it's very hard
for ariver like this Tanana R ver system it's very hard
for that kind of systemto have |like a popul ation growth
wi thout it being connected to a road.

MR RIVARD: R ght. And | think those
factors will all be included again. There are
possibilities, you know, that they may go the other way.

For exanple, | think it's, Adak, the Naval Station, that

| ost a significant anount of population this past year and
they were determ ned non-rural before and it possibly could
end up as a rural conmunity in the future once this
reassessed.

MR. NI CHOLIA: Yeah, | see your reasoning.
It just kind of caught ne off guard there. That's why I
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would like to stress that you send these things out ahead
of time, because |I'mjust going through it right now and |
just got it today. | just don't like not being prepared
for this neeting.

Thanks.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Don, | have a question.
You used the term aggregate, now, are there any areas in
Eastern Interior that could be considered for aggregate?
Qoviously we'd be | ooking at hi ghway system so that woul d
really put it down to Nenana and south or say out along the
Ri chardson -- well, probably on the Tok Cutoff, what do you
nmean by that and is there a possible inpact on Eastern
Interior?

MR R VARD: Well, I'mout of ny area of
expertise. But by aggregate, sone of the discussions that
I"ve heard is |ike road-connected comunities, are they
basically functioning as pretty integrated. Now, that's
the type of things that this technical expert eval uation
panel 1s going to be I ooking at to come up with those
Ccriteria to put into the statement of work for this

contract.

MR FLEENER M. Chairnman

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  CGo ahead, Craig.

MR FLEENER | wonder about the technical
eval uati on panel. How many people are going to serve on

t he panel ?

MR R VARD: There will be four to five
depending on -- there's three stages for that panel and the
first stage there's going to be five people that are
putting together a detailed statenment of work for the
contract. And then the second stage there' |l be four or
five as well that wll ook at, once the bids cone in from
the contractors, they will evaluate them and nmake a
recommendation as -- or evaluate themand score themin a
certain way. And that part, the second part about
contractor evaluation, that's all done basically in
confidentiality. And then the third stage for this
techni cal eval uation panel is once the contract is going on
and the products are comng in fromthe contractor, they'l]|
be | ooking at those and evaluating themto nake sure that
the contractor is living up to the contract.

MR FLEENER: M. Chair, it tal ks about
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m ni mum requi renments, are these going to be Federa
enpl oyees or are they going to be conmunity nenbers, who
are they going to be?

MR RIVARD: R ght nowit's four Federal
enpl oyees and one State enployee. And for the -- when they
go to select the contractor, again, this has to be done in
confidentiality, and it's a Federal contract process,
contracting process that usually goes quicker and it's
recomrended that it just be Federal enployees that are on
this panel.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, so we have a
conmttee of five people that's going to be involved in
det erm ni ng whet her or not our rural comunities are --
mai ntai n that determ nation?

MR RIVARD: If | may clarify, what they're
doing is setting up the statenent of work for the contract.
There' Il be a contract that's let to a private
organi zation. They will cone up with devel oping a
nmet hodol ogy or one or nore and the Board will always have
the option of accepting the nethodology with input fromthe
RACs, if it makes sense to themto use it as one of the
anal ytical tools that they' Il be utilizing to determ ne or
reeval uate rural versus non-rural determ nations. So they
al ways have that option to accept or not accept whatever
cones up with this contract.

MR FLEENER  Ckay, thanks.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Don, this just really
rai ses the interesting and normal for us up here,
aberration of people comng in fromthe Lower 48 as
contractors to find out what rural really is because they
don't have rural in the Lower 48 anynore. They don't have
the type of situations that we do here, and frequently it
seens |ike we waste an awful | ot of nobney just paying

people to conme up here and find out how we |ive.

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Geral d.

MR NCHOLIA: Yeah, M. Chair, | wanted to
speak about that, too. |If it's going to be from outside, I
don't think it will work right here because they really
don't know what rural is. | suggest that you work with

i ke TCC or Tanana Tri bal Council or any one of these
tribal councils. Go into the rural area instead of working
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fromoutside of it. you' ll have nore trouble goi ng working
intoit then if you work fromout of it. You'll be better
off if you start fromthe grassroots instead of trying to
work fromthe grassroots of Anchorage or Washi ngton or
sonet hi ng or sonewhere |ike that.

MR R VARD:. Well, if | may, M. Chair,
CGerald, I've been sitting in on sone of these initial
neetings of the first page of the technical evaluation
panel and they are aware of these issues. They' ve been
di scussi ng them anong t hensel ves, and what they' re trying
to cone up with this statenent of work and | don't want to
presunme what they're going to cone up with but they are
| ooking -- they want to address that concern and nmake sure,
as much as they can, that they have a contractor who has
know edge of, experience with rural Al askan conmunities.
So, yeah, they have been concerned that they nmay get sone,
say university fromthe eastern United States who doesn't
have any real know edge or experience here in Al aska. So |
think the statement of work and the requirenments of the
contractor will be such that, and again | don't want to
presunme but they probably will have to have sone kind of
Al aska experience to begin wth.

MR NCHOLIA: 1'd |ike to suggest that you
work with TCC and UAF has a good archeol ogi cal depart nent
up there that maybe you could do sonme kind of cooperative
agreenent with TCC, Tanana Chi efs Conference or sonething.
If Gabe was still here nmaybe he could put in his two cents
about that, but I would like to see it come fromthe
grassroots deal. Because if they really want to know what
rural is about they got to go into the rural area and
i nvestigate that instead of comng fromsone office from
Anchor age or Washi ngton.

CHAl RVAN GOCOD: You want to cone forward.

M5. EVANS: M nanme is Linda Evans, |'m
fromRanpart. | was born here in Tanana though. And
tal ki ng about this technical evaluation panel. Here again
there is sonmething set before us that sonebody fromthe
outside is developing. | think it's time for us to devel op
our own programs, our own nethodol ogies, and stuff. |
think it's time to stop bringing people in fromthe outside
to tell us how we're supposed to live or how we live. It's
got to stop. | think with this technical eval uation panel
this is a good tinme for our traditional know edge, our
elders to give their input. |It's a good avenue for themto
start hel ping us to determ ne our own pat hways that we want
to go. And this word, nethodol ogy, what does that nean?
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What ki nd of methodol ogy are they trying to say that we
need in the rural area? | need soneone to explain that to
nme?

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: What they're referring to
here are the nethods and neans used to determ ne whether or
not people are rural. And | think to nost of us, we're
concerned, just as you are, that the noney not be spent on
people fromthe Lower 48 who are sinply comng up here to
| earn what rural is.

MR EVANS: It seens to ne.....

MR NI CHOLIA: Maybe one of these, nmaybe
Don or sonebody coul d answer her question because | don't
really -- | lived here all ny life so |l didn't really study
that. But | know pretty much that | grew up here, | don't
want -- | want to make sonme kind of determine -- | want you
guys to nmake sone kind of determ nation |ike from John
Starr, anyone of these elders around here, is that -- you

classify rural as it is, not what you think it is.

MR RIVARD: Well, if | may, this is still
going to be within the ANILCA guidelines. And AN LCA has
specific |l anguage right now as to what is rural and non
rural. There are certain communities that have already
been determ ned as non-rural such as Anchorage and
Fai rbanks, and | don't think they're going to be outside of
those, out of ANILCA. They're going to be comng up with
nmet hodol ogi es to assess sone of those comunities that are
kind of in between. They'll be |ooking at those nore than
anyt hi ng, the ones that are probably bel ow the 7, 000
popul ation, those kind of things. AN LCA has sone
gui delines in there.

And again, this is a responsibility that
t he Federal Subsistence Board has to do every 10 years.
They have to | ook over again -- |look at the rural and non-
rural determ nations. So what this contract is doing is
just to give the Board another analytical tool so that they
can cone up with those determnations. [|'massum ng that
nost of the conmmunities are going to pretty much stay the
way they are, you know, |I'mjust presumng that. But they
do have to do this per AN LCA every 10 years.

MR FLEENER M. Chair.
CHAI RVAN GOCD:  Ms. Evans.
M5. EVANS: Thank you for your tinme. But |



00050

OCO~NOUITRWNE

just think here again is another area where our own Native
peopl e can be doi ng some work and getting noney and

enpl oynent in our own areas to do these kinds of things

i nstead of contracting with outside people. You know,

we' re tal king about econom cs, fishing disaster going on
no noney, people need this kind of enploynent where they
can work in their own areas and their own vill ages.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Thank you. Craig.

MR FLEENER  Thank you, M. Chair. Wat
sort of a dollar amount are we |ooking at for running this
entire project here; do you have any idea?

MR RIVARD: | don't think I"mat liberty
to say that, that's because it's going to be bids, so we
just have to wait and see what kind of bids come in on
t hese contracts.

MR FLEENER  And sonething that | heard
nmenti oned that sounded pretty valuable to nme was the idea
of focusing, and | know if you have a Federal program you
got to open it up to everybody in the country | guess, but
| think that there should certainly be sonme sort of
gui delines that say we use people, at |east, wthin Al aska,
because they're closer to home. |If we're going to be doing
t he Yukon River, do sonething maybe out of Fairbanks
because they're a little closer. It seens |like it would be
a pretty good idea to work with people that have experience
al ready, and not only experience but people in the
communities here have learned to trust and have |earned to
work with, at |east to sone degree instead of soneone
com ng up from Kentucky, you know, to do another project.
That's sonet hing that always bothers a |ot of people is al
of the research going on, you know, all of these different
things occurring, people fromoutside, they do a project,

t hey di sappear, we never see or hear fromthemagain. But
we' ve established good working relationships with quite a
few organi zati ons around the state and | think it would be
a good idea to try to keep working with these

organi zations. And | don't know, | nean |I'mnot going to
nane themin particular because this isn't ny field of
expertise either, but I know that things have been done in
our communities with people -- with nore | ocal people.

So thank you.

CHAl RVAN GOOD: You want to cone forward to
the mc, please.
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MR EDWN H, ny nane is Herbie Edw n,
l[ive in Tanana. 1've pretty much grown up here and have
had the education of the elders, ny parents, ny
grandparents. Wat |I'mgetting at is here in Tanana, the
village of Tanana, the tribal council is a matured 638
contractor that they can contract any kind of governnent
contracts that they so with to take on. And what 1'd |ike
to se happen with sonme of these funds is to actually
contact some of the |ocal 638 contractors within the
villages, tribal governnents, per se. This gives a chance
for the noney to funnel into the areas and inpact the | oca
governnents and give thema viable option as a true
governnent to governnent relationship that's stated by the
executive order.

Anot her thing is that as contractors, you
can contract and you can hire and you can subcontract your
contractors to anot her organi zation. The noney is spent
within the areas that is being studied. | think this is a
good contrast and | think it's an inportant issue that you
shoul d | ook at.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  I's there any further
questions or commrents.

MR JAMES: | have one here. | didn't know

this was in the agenda here. But this is very discussion
here, time and tinme again, we went through the same process
up there in Yukon Flats with outside people conmng in
constantly telling us what -- howto do our way of |ive and
livelihood. 1'd like to entertain a notion at this tinme,
is the -- 1 don't know if this would fall into our criteria

as a board Council menbers, but I1'd like to entertain a
notion that the recommendation fromthis Council here is
that two of the Regional Boards, is that they initiate the
governnent to governnent agreenent there that's been
signed, to inplenment that with the State and triba
conmittees that's going on right now here and put that in,
recomrend that the tribal organizations within Al aska have
a chance to apply for these grants.

CHAI RVAN GOCD:  |Is there a second.
MR NCHOLIA: I1'll second it.
CHAI RVAN GOCD: |t has been noved and

seconded that Al aska organi zations, tribal or otherw se, be
eligible to apply for the grants being discussed at this
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time. |Is that close.....

MR JAMES: As stated in the governnent to
gover nnent rel ati onshi p.

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  As stated under the
governnent to governnent rel ationship.

MR JAMES: | forgot that nunber there.

MR RIVARD: If I may, M. Chairman, 1'd
like to clarify, this is going to be a conpetitive bid
process, it's not going to be a grant. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Wiat you're saying, Don, is
that everybody is eligible already.

MR. RIVARD:. Yes, anybody can submt a bid
on this contract.

MR FLEENER: M. Chairnan
CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Crai g.

MR FLEENER Yes, it's going to be an open
bi d, that means anybody can put in for it, is there going
to be any preference, is there a preference to tribes, for
exanple, which is nornmally the case, | think, with Federa
contracts?

MR RIVARD: | don't have any awareness or
any of that whether there's going to be a preference.
Agai n, the statenent of work is being devel oped and they
coul d conceivably put sonething in there that the
organi zati on has to show their expertise in rural sociol ogy
in Al aska, for exanple. But fromwhat | know of the
conpetitive bid process, | don't think they can excl ude
people that way. |If they neet certain requirenments of the
contract, that m ght exclude -- or that mght include
certain organi zations and exclude others. They just have
to prove this certain anount of know edge or expertise or
experience in whatever the statenment of work cones up with.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, the reason |I'm
bringing it upis | think it would just remnd all of us
that, if I"'mright, there is a preference, and CGeral d was
just pointing out sone sort of a regulation nunber 32-71.
"' mnot sure what.

MR NCHOLIA: It's a Secretarial order.



00053

OCO~NOUITRWNE

MR FLEENER It's a Secretarial order.
But that tribes are to be given preference in conpeting for
these types of projects. And the reason | bring that up is
that m ght take care of Davey's notion because | think it's
al ready sonmething that's in existence, and | don't know if
we woul d need to nake a notion to say that the governnents
be allowed to conpete for these because | think that we are
already are allowed to conpete for these and not only are
we allowed to conpete, but we have a slight advantage
because we have a preference. | don't knowif it's based
on points or what. It would probably be good if we could
get soneone to check in on that because it doesn't seem
I i ke anyone knows for sure.

| don't know if Peggy woul d know since
she's the Head Honcho.

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chair, | think the
reason, because if it is going to affect a tribe's
lifestyle or tribal government's lifestyle that -- that
will be the cause of it -- adversely effect it -- and what
I"'mafraid of here is what | already brought up earlier, is
that, 1 don't want nobody from outside or any organization
or whatever comng here and telling ne what ny lifestyle
is, I already know what ny lifestyle is. You could nake
all your -- you could copy the lifestyle from Fairbanks and
Anchorage and if they don't | ook rural then you could say
that we're rural and they're not rural. It's just.....

CHAl RVAN GOOD: You want to cone forward to
the m c please.

MR. BREDEMAN. Don is there a bid proposa
out on this evaluation yet or.....

MR. FLEENER M. Chair, point of order.
When you conme up to the mc you need to nention your nane
again for Salena, and you need to nake sure you address the
Chair.

MR. BREDEMAN. Ch, sorry.
MR. FLEENER  Thank you.

MR. BREDEMAN. Larry Bredenman, from Manl ey.
I want to ask Don a few questions if | may, M. Chairnan

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Wl I, it would be better to
direct your questions to the Chair
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MR. BREDEMAN. (kay, M. Chairman, we're
tal ki ng about tribal governnments or associations from our
state possibly bidding on this Federal noney by contract to
produce information, products or whatever, and |'m
interested in, first of all, what are the bidders reading,
okay, the guidelines and requirenments of the contract? And
al so anot her question, not really related to that, should
ask that now or wait for a reply first?

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Wl |, why don't we go with
one question at a tine for Don.

MR. BREDEMAN. (kay, that's the first one.

MR RIVARD: M. Chair, thank you. The
panel is just starting to neet to devel op the statenent of
work and anticipating having all that done by the end of
the year. And then there'|ll be an announcenent in the
Conmer ce Business Daily that will announce that this
contract is now avail able to be bid upon, and so that
process will probably conme out in early 2001, January or
February sonetinme. And that's when organizations will then
have the opportunity to submt a proposal.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  WI I that pronpts me to ask
a question if | can insert here, will that be nade --
you're tal king about putting it in Comrerce Daily, is it
possi bl e that that could be supplied A aska-wi de on a nore
sinple basis as well?

MR. RIVARD: The Conmerce Business Daily,
I"mnot famliar enough with it to know what it's
distribution is. But |I believe they have a web site now,
probably, as well, and | think we could -- our office could
probably alert people that that is the -- that the Commerce
Busi ness Daily announcenent is out.

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN GOCD: Yes, Ceral d.

MR NCHOLIA: Hey, Don, I'd like to
suggest that you nention this to AITC and Al aska Federati on
of Natives in Anchorage, unless you could let this guy know
-- let Gabe know and he'll let his organi zation know,
Tanana Chi efs about this opportunity here.

MR. RIVARD: W can do an announcenent that
it's out and how to access the Commerce Business Daily.
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CHAI RVAN GOOD:  And Larry, did you have
anot her question?

LARRY: Yes, M. Chairman. M/ question is
inregard to this subject about determ nations. And ny
guestion revol ves around jurisdiction by the Federal
governnent of regional and village corporation |ands in
regards to subsistence. |'mwondering if the Native
communi ty sonmehow got together and -- Native comunity of
tribal governments, | should specify that, got together and
passed a joint or individual resolution to nandate Federal
jurisdiction of subsistence on their own |ands, | wonder --
right nowl don't believe that any of the Native owned
village or regional corporation |ands is under Federal

jurisdiction; is that correct? Does anybody know whet her
or not those are Federal |ands or not and who has
juris.....

MR. NICHOLIA: They're State conveyed
| ands

CHAI RVAN G0O0OD:  They are considered private
| ands.

MR. BREDEMAN. And ny question, | guess to
be nore pointed is, |I'mwondering the power of the triba
governnent resolution may be claimng jurisdiction of those
village and regi onal corporations in the area of
subsi stence only, hunting and fishing and gathering. |
wonder if that mght not enlarge the Native interest in
their own investnent and in their own | ands, and have the
hel p of the Federal government and the State governnent,
you know, | don't think there's roomfor exclusion of
anybody, but | think those are of immediate interest to the
Native communities. And if they had subsistence rights to
those |l ands with Federal jurisdiction, | think -- | think
they' d have a better shot of staying on the rivers around
here.

I'd like to thank the Chairman for his
pati ence.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  kay. Now, what we have
here is you' re dealing with sonething that is outside of
our realm we're tal king about private | and owners who
woul d have to make that decision for thensel ves about their
own |and. W don't have any kind of a system W don't
have, at this point -- they could pursue such a thing,
whet her they would ultimtely successful or not we have no
idea, but it's beyond our purview here.



00056

OCO~NOUITRWNE

W do have a notion on the floor, though
whi ch we do need to deal wth.

MR. BREDEMAN. Thank you again for your

pati ence.
M5. FRREND: M. Chair.
CHAI RVAN GOCD:  Conni e.
REPORTER:  Conni e, can you cone up here.
M5. FRIEND: Thank you. M. Chairnman, ny
name is Connie Friend, I'"'mw th the Tetlin Nationa

Wldlife Refuge. And | have a question and | have a
suggestion. M/ question is these new net hodol ogi es, they
will include a | ook at the nmethodology that's currently

bei ng used, the C&T eval uation and the ei ght factor
criteria; is that right?

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Don, woul d you respond to
that in ternms of -- obviously the eight criteria factor are
part or are not part, | don't know.

MR MATHEWS: The answer is no. The
question before you and this contract is to determne --
how to determ ne a rural community versus a non-rura
community, and there's no relationship to customary and
traditional use determnations. This is to determ ne which
conmmuni ties woul d qualify underneath the Federal program
So it has nothing to do with the eight factors. There's
ot her details we can give you on this, but at this tine
it's not pertinent to it. But it's determ ning which
comuni ti es have either reduced in nunber or shifted in
their pattern to nore subsistence lifestyle or those that
may have shifted in the other direction that would no
| onger fall underneath the unbrella of considered rural.
So this is not dealing with customary and traditional use
det erm nat i ons.

M5. FRIEND: Thank you, Vince. | just
wasn't clear whether that was included in this review

MR. MATHEWS: Right. And M. Chair,
think it needs to be reenphasized that there will be two
Council Chairs involved in this and -- and soneone w ||
correct ne if | got this wong, any potential decisions by
t he Federal Subsistence Board, to say this is rural and
this is not will go before the Regional Councils for their
recomrendati ons. So please don't |ose sight of that.
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CHAI RVAN GOOD:  So what we're really
di scussing here is whether any given community will remain
rural or will be in the future, determned to be rural
that's the bottomline of our discussion here; right, Don?

MR RIVARD: Wll, again, that's presum ng
what ever this contractor cones up with. R ght now this was
just information to |l et you know that there's going to be
contract to look at determ ning a methodol ogy for this.

That we do anticipate and hope to see RAC participation
when this topic comes on the Board' s agenda. As Vince just
poi nted out, possibly like having two Council Chairs being
inonthis to give their input inmediately to the Board.
And then there' Il be public participation as well when this
nmet hodol ogy cones out for the RACs to weigh inonit, to
give their opinions on what they feel and think about the
proposed net hodol ogy before the Board accepts or not
accepts this nethodology. Again, that's just one of their
anal ytical tools that they're going to be utilizing to nmake

these determnations or to | eave things as they are, as
they have to do every 10 years.

MR FLEENER. M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN GOCD: Crai g.

MR FLEENER I'd just like to kind of
scoot things along, | guess, if we could. W've -- |like he

said, this is just an informational piece, we've gotten way
of the topic of Davey's notion and | think we need to try
to get back on that path or dismss the notion, and then
finish with this presentation because we've spent quite a
bit of tine on just sonmething that's informational

But | don't want to get off the inportance of what
everybody's been saying and I'd Iike to nake sure that it's
reiterated that people are very interested in having the
nost | ocal input that they could have to any kind of

determ nation that may change whether or not their
community is determned to be rural, if that's going to --
which will have potential inpacts on their subsistence
lifestyle.

MR RIVARD: And | will carry these
concerns and ideas to this technical evaluation panel in
their next neeting, and also | ook into whether tribes do,

i ndeed, have preference on bidding on Federal contracts and
| et you know.

MR. FLEENER M. Chair, just for the sake
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of Davey's notion, | don't think we really need to pass the
notion, nyself, because | think there is already -- it's

al ready taken care of legally that everyone -- anybody t hat
wants to -- everybody that has a business |icense, | guess,
that wants to and has the qualifications will be able to
put in to get this grant, unless there was sonething nore
specific Davey had but | think it was to inplenent the
governnent to governnent relationship to nake sure that the
tribes are able to participate, and | think that already
exi sts.

MR JAMES: To your question here, Craig, |
think we should pass this -- | prefer to pass this because
I"mjust getting this on the table to informthe Board that
we do have governnent to governnment. There's a tendency
that the agencies forget about it and there's a tendency
that they don't know what governnment to governnent
relati onship is about and we need to keep this on the table
all the tinme because it goes back to bidding on research
projects. | know for a fact that tribal organizations or
tribal villages have bid for research and they' ve been
refused, and they've been refused on technical nerit, but
they never -- it's not on -- and we, before, have brought
this up that capacity building has to be built within the
fisheries program But you know, if we don't bring up this
governnent to governnent relationship it's just going to be
shoved away and go away.

MR FLEENER M. Chairman, | think Davey's
point is very valid and with the cormments he just nake as a
rem nder to everyone involved, | would tend to support it
then and | call the question.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  There's a notion on the
floor, if there's no further discussion, and hearing none,

I would ask that those in favor of the notion, please
signify by saying aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.

CHAI RVAN G00OD:  Those opposed sane sign.

(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GOCOD:  The notion carries.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, I'll bring up
the next topic. It should be a little bit easier to work

through. This is one that you started and now has gone to
being i npl enented. This has to deal with the subsistence



lifestyles art contest. | don't remenber what annua

report but | do renenber a letter being drafted by this
Council and sent in to have this art contest because of the
fact that there seened to be a reoccurrence of the sane art
work on the wildlife regulations. So under Tab E as in
Evansvill e, one page in there is the announcenent and
application and it's been to sent to all schools, | believe
all tribal councils and village councils soliciting art
wor k from school children, grades K through 12, and the
deadline to submt the art work is Cctober 27th. So it's
approaching us very rapidly.

| believe in a Staff neeting, that we have
received a fair anmount of art work considering it's the
first year. Wen the art work is received, as follow ng
the parameters of one of your Council nenbers that |aid
this out, is that, the Chairs when they neet before the
Federal Subsistence Board, you know, their annual neeti ng,
will be the judges on this art work. So this is sonething
that shows you, even though it is snmall step, the actions
that you' ve taken several years ago are now bei ng
i npl emented to have this lifestyles art contest. So we
encourage that you would share this information throughout
your communities and gain support because this will be an

annual process.

And it will be both for the wildlife
not ebook -- or wildlife regul ation book, the handy-dan, and
the sane for the fisheries booklet. So with that, that's
all | have unless there's sonme questions about the art
cont est.

CHAIRVAN GOOD:  1'd just like to make a
qui ck comrent here, and that's | think this is very good
and I'mvery pleased to see this, | |like to see things
changed and | like to see kids involved with this. But the
next tinme around, I'd like to suggest a heading for it

i nstead of just subsistence |lifestyles, but perhaps a
subj ect |ike subsistence is a famly affair, because it
does convey anot her nessage that famlies are inportant
here, for sone future.

MR MATHEWS: Well, | think M. Chairman
in response to that, I think your avenue on that woul d be
when you -- if whoever becones Chair, if you' re the Chair,
when the 10 Chairs neet to actually select the art work to
pursue that idea of having an annual thenme of sone sort.
But give us a little breather because this is going to --
this is to provide additional recognition of the youth and
the inportance of the subsistence lifestyle but we don't
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want to end up running a lottery type system So it's
sonmething that it nmay be able to be incorporated but it
wi Il probably take a couple years for us to get used to
doing that and getting this art work in. W did consult
closely with the waterfow cal endar, and they advi sed us
that it is a trenmendous amount of work once this starts --
gets going, or periods of |arge amounts of work, but I
woul d encourage you to bring that up when this unfolds
before you as a Chair and as a nenber of the other nine
Chairs.

CHAIRVAN GOOD:  And | think that will put
us back on our regul ar agenda?

MR. MATHEWS: No, M. Chairman, you have
one nore topic that | believe Helga's going to brief you
on.

M5. EAKON: Thank you, M. Chair. And in
your book, the topic of staffing to inplenent Federa
Subsi st ence Fi sheries Managenent is found as the |ast page
under Tab E as in Eagle.

As Peggy Fox nentioned this norning, the
addition of fisheries to the Federal Subsistence Program
has just about doubl ed new enpl oyees. As of August 21, al
of the Federal agencies had hired a total of 21 new
enpl oyees to inplenent this new program W plan to hire
22 additional enployees for a total of 43 new Federa
enpl oyees. Fromthis total we have hired 18 Al askans,

i ncluding seven fornmer State fisheries nmanagers or
researchers. The break down of the new hires for fisheries
i npl ementati on by agency is shown on that one page
briefing. And the participating agencies of the Fish and
Wildlife Service, Ofice of Subsistence Managenent are
planning to hire six additional enployees. The Fish and
Wildlife Service is planning to hire three new enpl oyees.
National Park Service, zero. The Bureau of Indian Affairs,
two. Bureau of Land Managenent, two. The U S. Depart nment
of Agriculture Forest Service is planning to hire a tota
of nine enpl oyees.

O her information is that |ocal hires
associ ated with projects conducted through cooperative
agreenents by Native and other organi zations as part of the
resource nonitoring effort resulted in hiring 69 Al aska
Native rural residents to work on the projects out of a
total of 83 local hires. As part of the resource
nonitoring effort, we plan to contract out nine technical
positions to Native and ot her regi onal organizations.
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These positions will enhance |ocal capability to oversee
nonitoring projects and participate in the Federal
Subsi st ence Program

Bureau of Indian Affairs will soon be
hiring the Native Liaison position who will work closely
with the Federal Subsistence Board and the Al aska Native
organi zations and that is it.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Are there any questions
fromthe Council. Thank you, Hel ga.

M5. EAKON:  Thank you.
CHAl RVAN GOCD: And now, Vi nce.

MR. MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairnman, that gets
you back onto the agenda. | think that was a good break.
You' re now onto Proposal 10, which is found on Page 74.
And this is fromthe Council of Athabascan Tri bal
Governnments. It's for the Yukon Northern area, it's
requesting to delete the permt requirenent for the Yukon
Ri ver drainage fromthe nmouth of Twentytwo M1l e Sl ough
upstreamto the US/ Canada border. And that's the proposal.
It's under Tab C as in Cantwel .

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | nove to adopt
Proposal 9.

MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  It's been noved and
seconded to adopt Proposal.....

MR FLEENER 10, | nean.
CHAIl RVAN GOCD: .. ... 10. CGo ahead, Don.

MR. RIVARD: Thank you, M. Chair. This is
another draft Staff analysis done by R ch Cannon. Proposal
10 submitted by Council of Athabascan Tribal Governments
woul d rescind the regulatory requirenent that individuals
obtain an Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane subsi stence
fishing permt for the Yukon R ver fromthe nouth of
Twentytwo M1l e Slough upstreamto the US/ Canada border. On
Page 76 of the booklet it shows the existing regulation and
t he proposed regulation would strike all of Item B.

Map 1 on Page 78 shows the area here
bet ween Twentytwo M| e Sl ough and the Canadi an border.



00062

OCO~NOUITRWNE

This is the proposal area here.

The prelimnary conclusion fromStaff is to
not support this proposal. The justification being that
this proposal would rescind the regulatory requirenent that
i ndi vidual s secure a subsistence fishing permt in the
Yukon River fromthe nmouth of Twentytwo M| e Sl ough
upstreamto the US/ Canada border. 1In the fishery area
accessi bl e by road, the Board of Fisheries established a
subsi stence fishing permt and catch reporting requirenents
to enable fisheries managers to identify non-Ioca
subsi stence fishernmen and to collect catch and effort data.
Wthout such a requirenment nmanagers woul d not have the
benefit of conplete catch and effort data essential to
managi ng the Yukon River fishery. It is extrenely
important to continue to collect this harvest data for
managenent purposes in the Upper Yukon River, especially in
light of the Year 2000 runs for chinook and chum sal non
bei ng assessed as the poorest on record which pronpted a
conpl ete closure in August of all non-subsistence and
subsi stence sal non fisheries in Alaska. |In Canada the
Department of Fisheries and Cceans fisheries managers
cl osed commercial, recreational and donestic food fisheries
and voluntary restrictions were requested of the abori gi nal
fisheries.

As di scussed | ast night in the YRDFA
neeting, in tal king about the US and Canada negoti ati ons,
the US and Canada have been cooperating in the rebuil ding
of sal non stocks for the mainstem Yukon River for several
years now, while the official interimagreenent between the
US and Canada | apsed in March 1998. Both countries have
conti nued conservation nmeasures fromthe fornmer agreenent
in the best interest of the sal nbn stocks.

Up to 25 to 30 percent of all fall chum
sal ron harvested in Al aska subsi stence and commerci a
fisheries are thought to spawn in Canada, however, the
percent age of Canadian origin fall chum sal non harvested in
the permt area likely exceeds 90 percent. In addition,
approxi mately 50 percent of all chinook sal non harvested
in Alaskan comercial fisheries spawn in Canada. No
estimate is avail able for Al askan subsistence fisheries.
However, all of the chinook sal non harvested in the permt
area above Twentytwo Ml e Sl ough are thought to have
spawned i n Canadi an wat ers.

It should be noted that if Proposal 10 were
i npl emented by the Federal Subsistence Board, close
coordi nati on between Federal and State fisheries managers
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woul d be needed to inplenent it to mnimze confusion and
conflicts. The proponent, CATG did not submt a conpanion
proposal to the Al aska Board of Fisheries to address
changes in State regulations. That would be needed in
order to fully inplenent the requested change.

Thank you, M. Chair.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, we did receive
public coments on this, they're on Page 85. The reason |
poi nt out the page is because one of the conmments nay have
been put in there in error but in respect to the person
submtting it, it's possible that he wanted to conment on
this. The United Fishernen of Al aska submitted a | engthy
letter and a table and in each proposal they had a conment,
so for Proposal 10, the United Fishernmen of Al aska said
that an accurate recordi ng of subsistence harvest is needed
to fully docunment usage and inpact on the resource. You'l
notice in the book you have a conment from Don Wbodruff,
believe this is nore in reference to Proposal 11 but his
comments about it being offensive to have a warden or Fish
and Gane officer searching his fish take and | ooking at his
gear nmay refer to this permt requirenent so that's why I'm
saying it's possible that's what he neant. But ny feeling
isit's mainly on Proposal 11 and we'll summarize that when
we cone there.

Those are all the public comments that |'ve
recei ved to-date on Proposal 10.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Pol Iy, do you have any
coment s.

M5. WHEELER Yes, M. Chair, thank you.
According to the statenment that | got, we didn't see -- the
State didn't see the prelimnary Staff anal ysis, however, |
will -- we will undoubtedly have additional coments to

this proposal but | would add that the harvest information
that's obtained out of this permt requirenent is rea
useful in Yukon negotiations, we've had excell ent
conpliance with the permt system W haven't gotten a | ot
of conpl aints about people's inability or lack of desire to
participate in this and I guess | would stress that this

information is real inportant as has been highlighted in
neetings in the last couple of days. |It's clear that the
nore data that we have, the better -- while it may not be
an in-river fishery issue, it's still good to have that

data. So | guess the State would go on record as not
supporting this proposal.
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CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Are there any ot her Counci

coment s.

MR JAMES: | originally put in this
proposal here for the concerns of the Village of Crcle.
The original issue here wasn't the harvest data. | never
seen this as an issue until -- | just seen this here. 1'm
going to have to abstain on this one here since | put this
in there because nmainly the other reason was, too, | did
not get back to Richard or with the State there and sat

down and had a chance to talk with himon this proposal and
I never got back to talk with the village of Crcle again,
because a nunber of personal issues cane up within the tine
frame and -- but the issue here wasn't harvest data.

The village's natural resource depart nent

has been col |l ecting harvest data for the |ast 10 years and
that has never -- | never seen that in here, in this input
here, and we have that harvest data, you can get that from
Craig over here. The issue here was there -- the mgjority

of the people in Grcle, you know, they go out two or three
times a day and they don't carry their permts with all the
time, and it just so happened three of them got caught,
first time in 10 years, | guess, and we never really -- we
said we need to look at this situation, this issue, this
probl em here, you know. Because this is going on up and
down the Yukon River, where fishernen never close their
fish wheel five mnutes after the closing hour and they' ve
been cited, five mnutes and then one fish in there, how do
they know that that fish got caught within that five

m nutes or before 6:00 o' clock. W got a |lot of issues out
there that needs to be solved, and that's what the natura
resource departnments in these villages are there, they're
there to try to work on sone of these problens there. So

t hese poor fishernens out there are not going to court or
not getting harassed by the enforcenent agencies. So
that's why we put this in here, to get this on the table,
to get this aware, to get this nmomentum going and if those
don't pass now, you know, we got a couple years to --
another two years it'll cone up, uh, fisheries, but as |ong
as it's on the table to nake the agenci es aware that we
have ot her issues, not only regul ati ons but enforcenment out
there, how are you going to -- these poor people are going
to get caught 15 mnutes after hours or 10 mnutes after
and these kind of issues need to be addressed there.

The other one there is the harvest data
here. W really need to work with the tribes because they
got the harvest data already and that's not in there. And
the other issues is that maybe we shoul d have a residence
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-- people register at the natural resource office, you
know, and the agencies will work with the natural resource
office wwthin each of the villages to collect the data.
You know, nake it easier for you guys, you guys don't have
to travel out, email, stay hone.

Thank you.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, I"'mthinking if
Davey thinks that there may need to be sone nore
conmuni cation, nmaybe we can bring these concerns back to
the Grcle Tribal Council, if you want to withdraw this
until we can get sonme of these things sorted out or do you
want to leave it in? Because you said you were planning on
abstai ning the vote and since you were the proponent, we
could pull it.....

MR JAMES: Yeah.

MR FLEENER ..... and then work with the
Crcle Tribal Council to see if there's another way.

MR JAMES: Yeah, | think that's the best
avenue at this nonment here because | never did get back
with them

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chair, about these --
what Davey just nentioned rem nded ne that when you do
select or hire officers that do cone out here and regul ate
these -- like these areas that you have to have permts or
like the Nowitna, like | had an individual from Tanana go
to the Novi and hunt there, they did that for |ike the past
20 years or however |ong they been here and one thing that
was brought up to me was that -- is that they brought in
sonme new people froml don't know where, from outside or
somet hi ng, that was regul ating the hunters down in Now tna,
and one thing that really irked all the people that was
there, even frombeing in Ruby, was that these hunters went
out, like, where's your hunting |icense, where's your this
at, they were harassing people all the way up -- one canp
was good and they harassed the next three tents in that
same canp when all these people that was all owed in Novi,

t hey checked them at the nmouth and proved they had a

i cense. And whoever these individuals, who was -- | guess
t hey took Joanna Roberts place down in Novi, after that
they went up the river and harassed these people. And I
don't believe that these Federal managers should hire
outside of the state without educating that public safety,
wildlife protection officer first about the paraneters of
the difference between a rural resident and an urban
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resident. | just had to bring that up.

CHAl RVAN GOCOD: | assune that the Counci
then is regarding this one as w thdrawn.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | think that as an
enpl oyee of CATG | would have no problem going along with
that and | can take back the concerns of Fish and Gane and
Fish and Wldlife Service to the Crcle Natural Resource
Department and see how they want to proceed with it, if
that's all right with Davey.

MR JAMES: Yeah, that's all right.

CHAl RVAN GOCD: Wl |, that would take us on
then to Proposal 11.

MR. MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairnman, Proposa
11, on Page 86, and we'll be shuffling a little bit of
Staff here, this was submtted by the Yukon R ver Drai nage
Fi shermen's Association. This is to adopt a new regul ation
restricting targeting of chinook sal non specifically for
the use of dog food. And we do have fairly extensive
public conment, just to let you know ahead of tine.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | nove to adopt
Proposal 11.

MR WLDE: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  It's been noved and
seconded to adopt Proposal 11. Go ahead, Ceorge, if you're
ready.

MR SHERROD: Thank you, M. Chair.
Proposal 11 was submtted by the Yukon River Drainage
Fi shermen's Association and it requests adopting a new
regul ation that would restrict the targeting of chinook
sal non specifically for use as dog food. The proposals
authors offered the followng justification for restricting
the use of king salnon for dog food. The increase in the
harvest of king salnon taken to feed dogs, primarily in the
Eagle area in 1998 and '99 and the lack of regulations to
di scourage non such customary and non-traditional use of
ki ng sal non, the persons or persons near Eagle,
del i berately engaging in the harvest of king salnon for use
as dried food for dogs may very well continue this practice
i gnoring both customary and traditional use patterns of
king salmon. Ohers may choose to follow their exanple so
that in another decade or two this socially and culturally
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abhorrent practice mght be recognized as customary and
traditional by either the Al aska Board of Fisheries or the
Federal Subsistence Board.

If you | ook on the bottom of Page 90, you
see specifically the | anguage that was proposed by the
proposal's authors, and this included allow ng the use of
fish unfit for human consunption, fish scraps and fish
under 16 inches for dog food. It also allowed -- offered
dates after which fish taken in the Koyukuk Ri ver drai nage
and in District 6, the Tanana R ver drai nage, those fish
incidentally taken, kings incidentally taken could be used
as dog food.

Currently the State of Al aska has a
regul ati on pertaining to the use of king salnon for dog
food. This regulation is found at the top of Page 91, the
regul ation then in fact is basically a policy and reads
that, it is the policy of the Board of Fisheries that king
salnon are to be used primarily for human consunpti on and
not specifically targeted for dog food except for whole
fish that are unfit for human consunption, scraps and snal |
fish may be fed to dogs. And it should be noted that there
is a proposal going in front of the Board of Fisheries, No.
156 that is basically identical to the one that is before
you now.

Under Federal regul ations, we do not have
any regul ati ons governing the use of subsistence fish. In
both ANILCA and in Federal regulations there are
definitions for what are subsistence uses and this is found
at the bottom of Page 91. Subsistence uses neans the
customary and traditional use by rural Al aska residences of
wi | d renewabl e resources for direct personal or famly
consunption as food, shelter, fuel, clothing, tools or
transportation for the making or selling of handicraft
articles out of the non-edible by-products of fish and
wildlife resources taken for personal or famly consunption
for barter, for sharing for personal or fam |y consunption
and for custonmary trade.

There are al so within Federal regulations
restrictions on the use of the selling or the customary and
trade and barter of fish taken for subsistence purposes.
Wiile there are no regulations in Federal regulations
concerning the use of fish, there are regul ations
concerning the use of wildlife, those regul ations can be
found on Page 93, and in sumary they prohibit the use of
certain wildlife for dog food.
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MR. MATHEWS: The page nunbers have

changed.

MR SHERROD: Ckay, okay. Thank you,
Vince. |1'msorry, the pages have changed, let ne see if |
can't -- sorry about that, you guys are very.....

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, the reason that
has happened is the Western Interior book had them on Page
91 and et cetera, so we didn't have a lot of tine to
adj ust.

MR SHERROD: | just got ny book | ast
ni ght, too, you know.

CHAI RVAN G0O0D:  That's okay, | think we've
actual ly been finding your tables and things.

MR SHERROD: Ckay, starting on Page 93
then there's a fairly I engthy discussion about the
bi ol ogi cal status of fish as well as a fairly |engthy
di scussi on about the use of fish as dog food in the Yukon
Ri ver drainage. And in those areas the Yukon River
drai nage, particularly the upriver areas in and around
Eagle there is, in fact, docunentation of the use of king
sal non for dog food.

On the bottomof 104, there is a section
call ed potential effects of adopting this proposal, and |I'd
like to read that since we all haven't had a chance of
really getting through this in great detail

The proposed change to the Federal
Subsi stence fishing regulations would prohibit rura
resi dents from harvesting chi nook sal nmon for dog food. |If
the dogs are enployed for transportation a subsistence use
identified in ANILCA regul ati ons or other functions
contributing to a subsistence lifestyle, bear watch dogs
coul d negatively inpact sonme subsistence users. The
proposal, in essence, suggests establishing a post-chinook
run flshlng season for the t aki ng of sal non for dog food.
I f for managenent purposes, such as escapenent probl ens,
post - chi nook sal non runs did not -- were not open fishing
after the chinook run would be restricted or prohibited.
Rural residents would have no avail abl e supply of sal non
for dog food. This problemis conpounded by the fact that
wildlife is prohibited by regulations from feedi ng dogs.
Adopting this proposal, as witten, woul d nake Feder al
subsi stence fishing regulations nore restrictive than
current State of Al aska regul ations. However, again, |
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nmust note that there is a proposal in front of the State to
change their regulations. This could restriction,
therefore, would not have any real effect as individuals

t aki ng chi nook sal non for dog food under State regul ations.
If the State did not change their regul ations, the practice
could still continue because we recogni ze State regul ati ons
for rural Al aska users as long as they're not nore
restrictive than ours.

The prelimnary conclusion is to nodify
Proposal 11 to the following, in the Yukon R ver drai nage,
chi nook salnon are to be used primarily for human
consunption and specifically targeted for dog food except
for whole fish that are unfit for human consunption, that
is, diseases, deteriorated or deformty, scraps and snall
fish, jack kings, 16 inches or |l ess may be fed to dogs.

UNI DENTI FI ED VO CE: Better get your
hanbur ger s.

MR SHERROD: The justification. That
indicates that the role of.....

UNI DENTI FI ED VA CE: Subsi st ence.

MR SHERRCD: ..... dog -- in subsistence
econony of rural Al aska has considerable tine depth,
additionally the use of sal non including chinook for dog
food is docunented or inplied because of the timng of the
harvest in the historic record. Nevertheless, there are
probl ens with neeting human demand for sal non on the Yukon
Ri ver and sone action is in order.

The proposal provides dates after which
chi nook sal non could be incidentally harvested for dog
food. These dates are not included in the nodified
proposed regul atory | anguage for the foll ow ng reasons:
First the dates do not cover the enter river drainage.
Secondly, the dates are based on the assunption that the
majority of chinook runs will have passed, the timng and
strength of salnon runs vary, potentially resulting in the
harvest of |ate chinook or the |oss of opportunity to take
other fish. Lastly, the need to fixed dates is unnecessary
given the prohibition on the use of chinook sal non for dog
food in provided in the nodified regul atory | anguage.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Go ahead, Polly. 1 think
CGeorge i s done.

M5. WHEELER  Ckay, thank you, M. Chair.
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The State comrents are on Page 86. The State is actually
neutral on this proposal as it addresses allocation of king
sal non. Research conducted by the Fish and Gane indicates
that it is rare for king salnon to be targeted for use of
dog food. Currently there is a State policy, as Ceorge
nmenti oned, that chinook sal non be used primarily for hunman
consunption. The Board of fish will be considering a
proposal to nmake this policy a regulation this winter. But
as | said the State will go on record as being neutral to

this proposal .

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Well, 1'd kind of like to
start this one with a conment. |If | were in enforcenent, |
sure wouldn't want to be handed this thing to enforce. But
anyways, | have a few nore conments on that but let's get

everybody el se out here, who else would |ike to coment on
this, Council nenbers. Vince.

MR MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairman, this
proposal did generate a lot of witten coments. In
respect to all the witten comments that were submtted,
they're on Pages 108, 109 through 112 and I'll try to
sumari ze them but obviously I won't be able to do as well
as the authors that wote them

So basically there were six coments in
opposition. There's one advisory conmttee that submtted
a conmment on it. And then, of course, we'll give you
Western Interior's actions.

Cynthia GMns, | believe it is, of Eagle,
wote and said she opposes it. | do not believe there any
famlies in the Eagle area that target kings for dog food.

Don Wodruff, who we tal ked about in the
previ ous proposal, sent in a cooment. He's been fishing
for both chuns and kings for 22 years between the Charl ey
Ri ver and the Canadi an border. He has always dried king
sal non for his dogs, and again, he finds it offensive to
have Fish and Gane of ficers searching his fish take.

W have a letter fromT.P. MLaughlin of
Eagl e, he believes this proposal is unnecessary and
unwarranted. | believe it will rmake an unintentiona
ef fect of producing nore waste instead of |ess. For
exanpl e, many Native people I know will not eat fenale
kings. Under this proposal they would be tossed back into
the river and wasted, if not used for dog food.
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W had several letters from Scarlett Hall
of Eagle. She opposes the proposal. Today your proposal
was put before us and it is such a slamat our famly, just
the wording alone is extrenely negative especially when it
is so far fromthe truth but no one bothered to cone to us
and check out the facts. The person or persons who push
this issue in the proposal have never set foot in our fish
canp nor spoken directly with us.

That pretty nmuch captures that one letter
There's a lengthy letter fromWyne Hall and Scarlett Hall,
I think 1'I'l just leave it there for you, it's basically in
opposi tion and they go through many facts as to why there's
such an uproar over this issue.

The next comment is from Scarlett Hall and
she, again, reiterates the concerns on this proposal, and
that they consider this as an appropriate use of king
sal non.

W received one comment from Ruby Advisory
Conmittee -- excuse ne, let me correct that, it was from
the Ruby Advisory Commttee Chair. | checked with the Ruby
Advi sory Committee, they had not net. The commttee Chair
shares that in Proposal 11 is a delicate subject on --
have a hard tinme reading his letter but on Interior waters,
but for the future of this fine natural stock we need to
take neasures to control the escapenent for future natura
sal non stock. There should be a controlled opening or
closing and the use of the fishery for the next five years
in commercial, subsistence and personal use, along with
sportfish, we believe that at the peak of strong runs there
shoul d be controlled openings to allow for healthy
escapenents to the breedi ng grounds.

Western Interior took up this proposal in
their meeting in Nulato. They supported with nodification.
Their nodification was to support the proposal with the
existing State policy on Page 91, which is essentially on
Page 89, which neres al nost exactly the Staff
recomrendati on. So they support the proposal with the
nodi fication for the State policy.

And that is all the comments | believe have
been submitted on this proposal.

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chair, one of the
reasons that this proposal cane up that's proposed by Yukon
Ri ver Drai nage Fi shernen's Association, it was to settle an
upriver and down river disagreenment. Down there they don't
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bel i eve to use kings for dog food because when it reaches
the mouth down there it's good, it may have a little nessed
up but it's still good to them And what | believe, if
we're going to restore sonmething -- or put it back into
what it was, we have to do sonething like this. W have to
restrict people that's going to use good king sal non for
dog foods. They could use chumor coho. [It's just a hard
time for these people to get fish nowand to let this
happen, | don't care what the Staff recomendation said
back here but we could go with the nodification. Wat
we're trying to do here is to protect a subsistence

resource for human consunption. There's other fish in this
river that could be fed to dogs.

There nmay have been a traditional use, it
may be proven, it nay be proved that they did feed king
sal non to dogs before, but | don't stand for it. If we're
going to protect this resource, | believe we should support

this proposal .
CHAl RVAN GOOD: O her comment s.

MR JAMES: Yeah. You know, after | read
some comments there, reading and scanni ng through sone of
these comments there on this proposal here, it seens |ike
there's m scomuni cati on or sonething going on up there in
Eagle there. | think this is due to people not respecting
protocols, process, that any John Doe, as |'ve nentioned
this before in years past, can present a proposal. And
this is exactly what we did with the Birch Creek proposal.
The Birch Creek proposal was presented by an individual
from Fai r banks cl osi ng the subsi stence use on the nmouth of
the Birch Creek, and we had to conme around and realign that
because the Birch Creek people weren't infornmed of that
proposal. And it seens like that's exactly what happened
up here in Eagle, sonebody from Eagl e presented the
proposal and then it uproared a najority of the commnity
because that person never had a protocol of going to the
advi sory council and then bringing it down through the rest

of the other villages that's going to be affected by it.

W really need to watch how proposals are
bei ng presented. You know, 1'd really like to -- | nean we
really need to address this. | nean, really | would

support this, but we really need to | ook at how proposal s
are being presented, if it's being presented through the
ri ght agencies and right advisory groups, you know, naking
sure that the comunication is brought out.

Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Any ot her comments. o
ahead, Jim

MR WLDE: These letters seemto be kind
of loaded fromthe one side. | read the letter fromthe
original witer that went to the Al aska Departnent of Fish
and Gane, | don't know why he didn't send one here, but he
had sone substantiated facts in that letter. | don't know
if Kevin would like to corment on it, he knows the

i ndi vidual s and nore than | do.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD:  Kevi n.

MR. FOX: Thank you, M. Chair. 1'mKevin
Fox fromEagle. 1'malso on the Eagle Advisory Board
there, so |I've been -- we've westled with this topic for a

whil e and you can see that there's enotions on both sides
that are very strong. Essentially, though, in general nost
peopl e there in Eagle target kings just for human
consunption. So it is -- | think it was unfortunate there
was some m sconmmunication there initially fromsonme fol ks
that weren't aware of all the facts. So | think they're --
i ke you can see here it was pretty enotional on each side.
Sone feelings got hurt and a ot of these letters resulted
fromthat fact.

But if you |l ook at how the new regul ation
reads here in Proposal 11, that's essentially what's been
going on fromthe get-go. 1In 1998 there were sone fol ks
that took a few nore kings than they could use personally
so they did put sonme of those up for dog food. But in
general, sone of -- at least lately, a lot of the kings
that do get to Eagle seemto have a | ot nore fungus on them
and are in pretty bad shape, so the people in Eagle fee
that they really need the opportunity to feed those kings
to dogs, and that's allowed for there in that new
regul ati on.

So | don't know exactly what to reconmend
on this situation. | think Eagle, in general, would agree
with how that regulation reads there because that's what's
going on. But there's a lot of folks there in Eagle that
oppose any additional regulations that would essentially
renove -- they viewit as renoving their right to choose
how they're going to take care of their subsistence
resources and how they're going to use them Everybody
there agrees that the king is a very inportant resource and
we do have to take care of the resource first and
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escapenent cones first and then subsistence should cone
second and then commercial third, essentially. So a |ot of
the things that I'm hearing fromeverybody here is also in
Eagle, so | -- there's -- as far as | know there's very few
real |y good kings going to dogs.

So that's about all | can add right now
unl ess you have any questi ons.

CHAI RMAN GOCD: Questi ons.

MR WLDE: Wat did Eagle Advisory
Conmittee propose to the Al aska Departnent of Fish and
Ganme?

MR FOX: | don't renenber exactly what --
we're going to have a neeting here next week and ki nd of
di scuss nore of this. So it's going to be alittle bit
behi nd t he power curve on this one but we did have a
neeting about a year and a half ago to discuss this and
i ndividuals that put this proposal in and the opposite side
of the coin were both there and we discussed it and we cane
to an agreenent at that meeting that essentially how this
regul ati on reads here is what was going on. But people
agreed that they did not want additional regulations. So
that's kind of a roundabout way to say that they oppose any
additional regulations so they oppose this regulation. But
this is what's actually occurring.

MR NI CHOLIA: Yeah, why | really support
this is that this regulation is not going to be inposed
only on Eagle, it's going to be inposed on all Yukon
peopl e, Yukon residents. And I'd |ike to suggest that Dan
Al brecht, if he wants to cone up here and nention somet hi ng
to this effect, then he can cone up.

MR ALBRECHT: Yeah, 1'll just nmake a few
comment s about the process and the evolution of all this.
The first tine that it was brought to our attention it was
by one of -- a fisherman from Eagle, who at that tinme was
an alternate board menber in our association. And we net
in Al akanuk in February of '99, and at that tine, you know,
we had a good turnout at the neeting and pretty nuch
everybody was like, well, let's do this but, you know, it's
the first -- this is kind of new and unusual, so let's just
make it as a policy statenent, you know, just sort of send
a nmessage that this should be discouraged. So we did that
and the Fish Board did a policy, put the policy into
regul ation in 1999, sane thing essentially happened. And
so we net in Fort Yukon in March of 2000, and had a good
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showi ng of people up and down the river and pretty nuch
everybody sai d, yeah, human consunpti on.

Just to speak with regards to the dates for
the other parts of the river. There was quite clear
testinony fromindividuals and then voting board nenbers
and alternates at our annual neeting that in the Koyukuk
River and in the Tanana Ri ver, people are nostly fishing
for summer chum you know, to get some dog food and then

you get -- you know, you get a king, which in that case is
a termnal area king, they' re getting pretty close to their
spawni ng grounds, it is quite red and will be cut and dried

for dog food, it's a comon | ongstandi ng use of a highly
sexual 'y mature king sal non and especially in the Tanana
Ri ver where you heard testinony yesterday, the

Tanana/ Ranpart/ Manl ey Advi sory Conmittee about that. So
that's why that -- they approved our proposal, the

conpani on proposal to the State as witten with the idea,
you know, these dates later in the chinook run

Wth regards to the comments by the
potential affects of adopting this proposal, | nean there
Is -- or excuse ne, the justification, these dates -- the

proposal provides dates after which chinook sal non coul d be
incidentally harvested for dog food. Yes, there's a reason
those dates are there, which is, there's a genera
under st andi ng, you know, that chuns are used for dog food
but occasionally you' re going to pick up a king. In recent
correspondence to Ms. Scarlett Hall, that | wote back to
her, | raised two points, one is | reenphasized, you'll

noti ce that many of the public comments say, do you want us
to waste this fish if it's in |lousy shape and it seens

i ke, you know, they reacted strongly to our proposal,

whi ch is understandable, and | respect their comments, |
just reenphasize that, no, if it's unfit for human
consunption, if it's a jack or like the guy fromthe
advisory conmttee said, by and | arge, you know, our
proposal covers those existing uses.

The one comment | made to Ms. Hall was, she
nmenti oned that sonetinmes kings and perhaps M. Cox can

el aborate, but that sonetines king salnon are picked up in
nets when people are fishing for their very early fal
chunms and | thought well, maybe there is -- in ny
correspondence to Ms. Hall, | said, perhaps there's a date

inlate July or August that we could apply to subdistrict
5(D), so that people pick up what is nost likely a highly
sexual |y mature king sal non they want to cut and dry and
give it to their dogs, that's understood to be incidenta
take, you know, but the main thing that we were trying to
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focus on was we did not want to see directed fishing effort
to put up kings for dogs. That was the nmain enphasis on
it. Wichit is, by and | arge our proposal, covers what
the traditional activity is. So that's the one item where

we indicated to Ms. Hall, that, you know, over the w nter
we're prepared to -- not negotiate but for lack of a better
phrase, |I'll say negotiate about, well, maybe we coul d

include a date in late July or early August, simlar to the
Koyukuk Ri ver and the Tanana R ver drai nage.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Any ot her comments.
MR G SAM |[|'ve got one.
CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Go ahead, Gabe, cone on up.

MR G SAM Hello, Polly. M. Chair, when
this was brought up at the Western Interior neeting | got
up and said what TCC s position -- we wote a position
letter to YRDFA supporting their position at what happened
at Al akanuk. So | went back and | ooked for that |etter but
I never found a letter supporting this change in
regul ation. W do not have a position on this but we have
a position on the concept of not using specifically Kkings
for dogs, targeting kings for dogs.

You know, one particular statenment that's
inthe letter of cooments on Page 108 where it says on the
| ast opposed, it says on the second sentence, for exanple,
many of the Native people | know will not eat fenale kings.
This person, T.P. MLaughlin fromEagle is not representing
our Native people in the region to make that kind of
statenment. That's untrue, you know, we use all king
sal nons whether it's, you know, a male king or a fenale
king, if it's a good king it's going to be dried for
strips. But, you know, those kind of inaccuracies have to
be | ooked at.

And you know, the king salnon that are
caught on the Koyukuk River, for exanple, when ny dad
cat ches king salmon, nmy nomchecks it to nake sure if it's
good enough to dry for human consunption, she will cut it
up, if not it's cut up for dogs so it's not wasted. But we
don't target king salnon for dogs, that's -- you know,
especially if they're trying to nmake it to the spawni ng
grounds.

Thank you, M. Chair.
CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Thank you, Gabe Are there
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any other coments.
MR, DARLAND: |'ve got a comment.
CHAl RVAN GOOD:  Darel | Darl and.

MR. DARLAND: M. Chairman, just to -- I'm
Darell Darland, Delta Junction. Just an observation, |
think if you support this proposal you' re kind of creating
a credibility issue for yourself. Last night I went to the
fisheries neeting and the Canadi ans were roundly criticized
for commercial fishing or having an openi ng when the rest
of the river was closed. So on one hand you're saying you
Canadi ans can't fish but we're okay in taking king sal non
for dog food. And | think | could nake a pretty strong
case where, you know, a |ot of people would just not give

you a lot of credibility in what you're trying to do.
Thanks.
CHAI RVAN GOOD: Ot her conments.
MR JAMES: | have one nore comment, Nat.
CHAl RVAN GO0OD:  Davey, go ahead.
MR JAMES: | was reading through this
letter fromEagle, there, Scarlett Hall, she wote three of
them in fact. | noticed that the village of Eagle there

catch nore fish than the whol e Yukon Flats in the | ast
t hree years.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GOOD: Does that tell us who's a
better fishernmen or what, but jokes aside here. As | | ook
at this and I think Dan may have hit it on the head when he
said that he was really |ooking at policy rather than
regulation initially and what they came up with is really

nore policy than regul ati on you want sonething you can
enforce. And that's not here. |If you want to take Kking
sal non, no problem you can do it under this. |In fact, the

original proposed regulation nade it possible to target

king sal non after specific dates, July 10th and July 20th
and where -- it's kind of |ike opening a door, in ny mnd,
and then on the other hand, always -- it says that, as |ong

as you're putting in exceptions in here, whole fish unfit
for human consunption, fish scraps, how | ong does it take
to convert a fish to fish scraps or to nake it unfit or to
say it was unfit? You know | wouldn't want to be an
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enf orcenment person, you know, working with this particul ar
regulation. But | think it is excellent policy in terns of
saying we don't want people targeting fish for dog food.

So | don't have a real good answer here, | can only
say that there are problens in both directions. You do
need the policy but are we witing policy here or
regul ati ons?

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | sort of agree

with that. |'ve been | ooking over this and thinking that I
don't knowif I'd want this to becone a regul ation either
because what happens if and when the king sal non popul ation
i s high enough and the chum sal non and ot her sal non
popul ati ons are so | ow that people have to feed king sal non
to dogs. You know, | think it sounds kind of weird, but I
think of, what do they call female deer -- does, | think of
doe hunting down in the Lower 48, you know, for so long it
was illegal in all these states and now so many of these
states are overpopul ated with fermal e deer because it was
ingrained into themyou can't touch these things and now
t hey' ve got horrendous problens with lots of stuff. People
running into them eating crops, you know, way too many
deer in all these states and hopefully we have that problem
with king salnmon, but | don't think we will, but I nean I
just see us making a regulation, one, that is

unenforceabl e, and two that, hopefully the popul ation will
be a | ot higher sone day and nmaybe we woul dn't want to see
this thing. Maybe we do want to all ow people to catch king
sal non for dog food in this circunstance, where chuns are
not avail abl e and naybe when they are spawned out. You
know, this keeps -- this prevents people from I|ike Nat was
sayi ng where they used to go and pick up carcasses to feed --
you know, spawned out carcasses, the aninmals are already
dead, they're floating down the river but if they don't

fall within specific tine periods -- well, | guess these
woul d, these are unfit for human consunption, aren't they --

never mnd that then.

But there is alimtation that I'mkind of
concerned about. But | agree with the policy, you know,
when we're in trying fish popul ation -- when we have | ow
fish populations, we're in trying tinmes, you know, we want
to do what we can to protect those spawning fish. | don't
even like the idea of targeting the ones after July, if
we're trying to get salnon to the spawni ng grounds,
especially if we're contending with people who disregard
our |aws and, say, have a commercial openi ng sonewhere
else. So what do we do, | don't know?



00079

OCO~NOUITRWNE

| have anot her question, though, the
Federal Staff recomendation here, |I'mlooking for a
di fference between that and the YRDFA proposal. It says in
t he Yukon River drainage.....

MR NMATHEWE: Dat es.

MR FLEENER ..... oh, the dates are the
only difference, so they don't have any dates at all. 1Is
that the only intended difference other than a little bit
of verbi age?

MR SHERROD: Yes, M. Chair, that's the
basic difference. And the only difference between the
Federal recomendati on, substantial difference than the

MR FLEENER  Right.

MR SHERRCD: ..... and it is the State's
| anguage that the Western Interior Council opted to adopt
whi ch then puts our regulations in line with the State, at
| east at this nmonent in tinme.

MR FLEENER But theirs isn't a
regul ation.....

MR SHERROD: It's a regulation but it says
pol i cy.

MR FLEENER But it's intended to beconme a
regul ati on next year, is that -- no?

M5. WHEELER It's being considered by the
Board of -- it will be considered by -- there's a proposa
before the Board of Fish for this January nmega neeting that
will be considered but at this point intine it is a
proposal -- or a policy, |I'msorry.

MR. FLEENER And has the -- have you guys

received the simlar nunber of letters, nore or less, on --
with the sanme types of concerns?

M5. WHEELER | can't answer that question
one way or the other but I will get back to you.

MR FLEENER: Thanks.
CHAIRVAN GOOD: |'d like to ask Kevin Fox a
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qguestion here. The whol e question seens to revol ve around
Eagl e and the people there are starting to feel pretty beat
up, he's already indicated they really support this thing.

| have problenms with this in terns of it not being really
regul ati on but nore of a policy, and | really think it's an
understood policy already in Eagle. Do we need to beat
themup nore with this?

MR FOX: A year and a half ago when we net
originally to discuss this, when it was thrown out as a
pol i cy, everybody agreed that it was good policy and
everybody in the commttee agreed that we coul d adopt a
policy like that. Wen it noved up to regulation, a |ot of
peopl e got cold feet and they didn't Iike to see that. And
your poi nt about being -- how enforceable is this, too,
conmes up, but that's another issue. People in Eagle do
feel like they ve gotten beat up pretty bad on this one,
especially several famlies. They really wanted to point
out, too, that once the kings get up there there's a |ot of
fish that aren't fit for human consunption. |'ve caught
sonme of themup there that it's anmazing that they' ve nmade
it that far because they' ve got holes in their side or
what ever and they're still swimmng. But yeah, it's pretty
i npressive that sone of those fish in that bad of shape can
get up there.

Anyt hi ng el se?

CHAIRVAN GOOD: | think that -- Craig, did
you have sonet hi ng?

MR. FLEENER Yes, M. Chair. How do you
think that the people in Eagle who have witten these
letters, why would they disagree with this when it says
that they're allowed to use fish that's unfit for human
consunption? Wy would they -- just because it's another
regul ati on?

MR FOX: Yeah, primarily they don't want
to see it regulated. And there are sonme real hurt
feelings, too, so I'msure that some of that was in
response to hurt feelings.

MR. FLEENER So they agree with the idea
but they don't want the regul ation?

MR FOX: Exactly.

MR. FLEENER So they don't agree with the
i dea.
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(Laught er)

MR. FLEENER No, no, I'msaying that to
make a point. | nmean if you agree with the idea then you
shoul d agree to be regulated. If you don't agree with the
i dea then you don't want to be regulated. That's basically
what |'m heari ng.

MR FOX: Right, they.....

MR FLEENER It's a mixed signal, what |'m
receiving. Either they agree with it or they don't agree
wWithit.

MR. FOX: They agree with the policy but
they don't like the idea of additional regulations.

MR. FLEENER So they don't mind a policy
as long as nobody's going to enforce it.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  You can't enforce.....

MR FLEENER | realize that but that's not
the point. The point is -- | think everybody el se

under st ands the point but, okay, thank you.

MR. FOX: | understand the point, too, it's
just 1'mconveying what | hear fromthere.

MR FLEENER  Ckay, thank you.

CHAl RVAN GOCD: Pl ease cone forward to the
m cr ophone.

MR FLIRS: Bill Fliris fromTanana. |'m
al so on the YRDFA board. And this is controversial, |
know, and it was for us, too. And it's going to continue
to be, because like you say, it's not really enforceable.
W had to | eave | oopholes in there to acconmodate what's
al ready goi ng on.

But | think the main concern that we had
was Wwill this practice increase with the continuing poor
fall chumruns and predictions for nore poor fall chum
runs. WII there be a tendency for people to think, 1"'l]
go out and get sone kings early on for dog food. And the
consensus in YRDFA and we have to have a consensus in order
to pass anything, was that, everybody agreed king sal non
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for human consunption fish. So that was our intent, was to
find out is it or is it not primarily human consunpti on
fish. And what we're finding out as we delve into it
further is there is evidence that people have been using
themfor dog food for quite a while. So what | think is
inmportant is that we identify that use, find out how nany
fish are required for that and nake a determ nati on based
on that, you know. Were is it going? Is it going up or
down, is it stable, has it been there for a long time? And
maybe review it.

What we did -- what we recommended was to
put a sunset on it, that's the easy way out for us every
time sonething like this comes up. Let's ook at it again
and see if it's causing a lot of trouble or not, if we want
toredo it. And so you mght think alittle bit along
t hose |ines.

Thank you.

MR ALBRECHT: Just a |last comment on this
issue. | think Bill really hits the nail on the head, it
really is an issue about, you know, trying to docunent the
use of this and especially in light of the Departnent and
Dave Andersen saying, yeah, in 1998 we told people upriver
the fall chumrun was going to be bad and they went out and
caught nore kings, | nmean boom it's cause and effect.

It's pretty clear there.

And it even shows up in your discussion on
the earlier proposal about the permt systemwhere it's got
the harvest permt data for those areas for that whole
stretch from  Twentytwo Ml e Slough up to the border. The
1998 fall chum harvest is negligible in that area, so in
some ways the people did the right strategy if they were
| ooki ng for dog food.

You know, with regards to the
enforceability issue, | nean this is something the Board of
Fish deals with all the time, there's not enough Troopers
around out there, these are huge areas and there's
| oophol es here and | oophol es there, and you know, that gets
down to the Trooper level. But it is basically --
especially given the situation right now, you send a cl ear
nessage about what is -- and maybe it will take a court
case if it ever cane to that where peopl e woul d get around,
di d sonebody intentionally target kings for dogs, and
stuff, if it ever came to that. And maybe then it will all
get nore defined. But the key point is really to send a
cl ear nessage about these being primarily human consunpti on
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fish, it's the main goal of this.
CHAI RVAN GOOD: CGeral d.

MR. NICHOLIA: Yeah, if we're going to
establ i sh good rel ati ons between the US and Canada on the
Yukon River and if they see sonmething |ike this fromthe
Federal regine or the State is that this will be sending a
cl ear nessage to them too. Not only to the people al ong
t he Yukon, see there's this clause here, unfit for human
consunption, scraps or less than jacks, if we just keep
saying this is a policy and this keeps happeni ng, what kind
of nmessage are we sending to the people downriver. |It's
just going to start another big squabble fromdownriver to
upriver.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, maybe if | could
be rem nded again, what is the primary problemw th the
YRDFA, after July 10th and July 20th dates? Wat's the
mai n reason for not going along with those?

MR SHERROD: The dates were basically
dropped because the | anguage above al ready precludes the
targeting in the fish that are unfit for human consunption
can be used. So the establishnent of fixed dates after
whi ch, open season on kings basically, it was felt it was
unnecessary.

MR FLEENER But what they're -- so you're
saying that you still don't want people to target them
after July 10th on the Koyukuk and after July 20t h?

MR SHERRCD: Well, if the intent is to
keep people fromtargeting kings for dog food, then why
have a wi ndow that allows it to happen.

MR FLEENER  Ckay, thank you.
CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Any ot her comments.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | think that --
think -- | don't know what | think -- | think that we' ve
made a notion to adopt Proposal 11, | think that 1'd Iike
to go wwth Staff recomendation. What do | need to do? Do
| need to nmake another notion to.....

CHAl RVAN GOCD: Move to anend.

MR. FLEENER Ckay, |'Il nove to anend the
proposal to go with Staff reconmendation
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MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Now, | happen to support
this, by the way, but I do have a question that conmes al ong
with this
Vi nce, maybe you can answer it for us. But we do put these
regul ations into place and theoretically sonething gets
done with them I'mstill, again, of the opinion that we're
putting policy into place rather than regul ation, but could
you address the enforcenent aspect and who we have out
there in the field and what they do or howthey do it or is
t here sonebody that coul d? Perhaps later in the neeting.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, | have no idea
what affect this will have on | aw enforcenent and what
| evel s they have out there. And since it's the whole
river, that's a pretty large task. Mybe the State can and
there's also, | think, enforcenent officers for different
ot her agencies, too.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: | guess, the question would
be, Polly, are you tal king about State or do you enforce
Federal regul ations?

M5. WHEELER Wl |, to ny understandi ng
that State and Federal wildlife protection people are
cross-deputi zed, so they can swing either way or whatever.

(Laught er)

M5. WHEELER Go -- sorry, they can go both
-- they can enforce each others regul ati ons.

As far as this being enforced, | have
spoken to one wildlife person and they indicated that they
have probl ens enforcing the wanton waste regs that are on
t he books right now You know, because you have to
ascertain intent to waste and | guess just |ooking at this,
if there's a problemw th enforcing wanton waste | aws,
which as | read themas a citizen, not an enforcenent
person, they seempretty clear to ne, if they have probl ens
regul ati ng wanton waste regulations | think they m ght have
sonme problens enforcing this as a regulation. Because
what's unfit for human consunption is pretty relative. |
nmean it varies.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: A judgnent call. GCkay, so
| guess we're just looking in ternms of sending a nessage
here and establishing a policy.
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MR. FLEENER. Questi on.

CHAI RMAN GOCD: Question has been call ed.
Any further discussion. Hearing and seeing no indication
of such, all those in favor, please signify by saying aye.

N UNI SO\ Aye.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Qpposed sane si gn.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  The notion passes.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, that was the
amendnent. Now, you have the full notion.

CHAl RVAN GOCD:  That was the Staff
reconmmendati on as anended t here.

MR. FLEENER So now we go with Proposal
11.

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  Does that nmake sense?
Vince, is that clear enough? W went with the Staff
recomrendat i on on Number 11.

MR. MATHEWS: Right but that was an
amendnent to the main notion which was to support the
proposal. So the main notion as anended.....

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  |I's now on the fl oor.

MR MATHEWS: Right.

MR. FLEENER. Questi on.

CHAI RMAN GOCD: Question has been call ed.
Al'l those in favor.

N UNI SON:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  All those opposed.

(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  And the main notion passes

as well. | think we need a five mnute break here, nmaybe
even stretch it to 10.
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(OFf record)
(On record)

CHAl RVAN GOOD: Eastern Interior will now
cone back to order. W're going to nake an adjustnent in
the agenda to accommodate Dan Al brecht who will be | eaving
on the 5:00 o'clock plane. |If there's anybody el se
attenpting to |l eave on that plane, will they |let us know
ri ght away.

Al right, go ahead, Dan. W're doing this
to get rid of Dan.

(Laught er)

MR ALBRECHT: Fine, put nme on nmy way.
Yeah, there's an itemon your agenda that refers to the
Yukon River coordinating commttee and Yukon Ri ver Drainage
Fi sheries Association. And kind of why I wanted to get
this done now before | go is that 1'd |ike sone feedback on
the conference calls that we organized this sumer. And
there's kind of two questions -- the main question |I want
answered in terns of trying to figure out for next sumer
is, do we go with always having |ike the neeting at a
regul arly scheduled tine, every Monday at 12: 00 noon or do
we try to say, well, we always have a weekly conference
call and we'll give you at |east three days notice.
Because sonetines, you know, the Departnent is often | ooked
at like well, by Wdnesday we will have reached the 25
percent mark in the run and that's a good deci si on point,
and then there's the 50- percent mark of the run and so on
and so forth. So we've always had conference calls every
week but they've kind of floated around a little bit. So
that's one question | want answered.

The second one is kind of feedback on
process. And it was really hard this sumer, when the
run's as bad as this, boy, all the shit hits the fan. And
many of you heard on the conference calls, you know, and
|'"ve seen this with YRDFA, over the years, in the last 10
years, when the runs are good people are kind of happy and
everybody gets along with each other and when the runs are
bad all the old aninosities come out and you know, you got
too many dogs, you guys -- you conmercial guys are naking
| ots of noney or you're roe stripping or you' re road-
connected, you don't need the help and bl ah, bl ah, bl ah,
and it goes back and forth. So you know, we just try to
keep to our agenda and went over the staff reports. After
the staff reports were done, every village that was on the
line would kind of give an update on how subsi stence
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fishing was going in their area, how full the racks are,

not your RACs but fish racks, and you know in the interest
of public participation we didn't sit there and say, hey,
shut up buddy get off the line or that's an insult, how
dare you say that and -- because we don't know quite how to
regulate that. You know fishing is controversial and

you' re always going to have that.

So I'"'mnot sure what to do about that kind of issue
but I would Iike good feedback fromyou guys on how to
organi ze the conference calls, whether we always go with a
schedul ed date and then if we have to nove it, fine, you
know, we nove the date and say, okay, we're not going to
neet Monday |i ke we thought, we'll neet on Wdnesday. So
I"mall ears.

MR N CHOLIA: Yeah, Dan, |ike nost of --
when we get on the conference calls, you know, nostly
everybody really-- that calls inlike that -- 1'd like to
see nore people forewarned about the conference call
Because | work at the tribal council and |I'm al ways
forewarned, a |lot of people always call nme up and tell ne,
especially Vince.

MR ALBRECHT: Wbuld you like to see
regul arly schedul ed neetings, |ike every Monday or every
Tuesday or sonet hi ng?

MR NCHOLIA: Yeah, I'd like to see a
proposed date, but |ike you nmentioned, if something cones
up unexpectedly, like a regul ation change or energency
order, I'd like to see a conference call before that
happens to get the people along the river.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | agree with that.
I think that a regul ar schedul ed neeting woul d be good for
everybody involved. You know, we can post it up around
town, if it's every Monday at 2:00 o' clock then you can
post that up one tinme and if there's any changes to it you
can try to get the word out. But if it's all over the
place, | think you'll have | ower attendance.

MR. JAMES: Yeah, Wdnesday sounds good,
the m ddle of the week. But, you know, we should try to
keep that tel econference away from hones, there's kids in
t he background because there was a |ot of interference the
| ast two tines.

MR. FLEENER M. Chair, yeah, that was a
pretty irritating thing to sit there and |isten to people
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carrying on conversations with who knows who in the
background, that was kind of irritating. But | do like the
format of just letting people vent, that's pretty hel pful,
even if it is hurtful sonetinmes. It lets you know exactly
where people are coming from | don't think you can really
stop that in an open forumlike that unless you had one of
these m cs where you could control everything.

MR ALBRECHT: I'lIl work on that one.
CHAI RVAN GOCD: Vi nce.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman for those that
do participate in the teleconferences, it would really help
if you have tinme to get |ocal people on the tel econference.
During the begi nning part of the season, to be honest wth
you, there wasn't that nmuch participation fromthe Upper

Yukon area, so | put in an extra effort to get extra
participation. Those that are going to -- you know, RAC
menbers who are going to participate, you know, if you can
in your village get a couple of people there, |I know it

hel ped nme and | believe it hel ped the in-season nanagers to
hear those concerns from several people at that site, and
again, if they're regular that mght help. But it's hard
for nyself, | won't speak for Dan, to get people to go to
listen in when we're hundreds of mles away, where if you
coul d encourage different people to participate and then
finally there may be young adult or youth that you could
encourage them-- not the ones that are going to be noi sy
in the background, but to start listening in on these and
go that route. Because we do need nore input because then
t he manager knows what people in Fort Yukon m ght be

t hi nki ng, the people in Beaver are thinking as well as the
people in Muwuntain Village, because that | essens them
having to call to find out what's going on in Fort Yukon.

But anyways, it's a little soapbox point to
me but it would -- if you guys could get a few people in
each of your sites, if you knowit's going to be on a
certain day, to cone by and listen in and then encourage
themto speak. And on that, all the Regional Councils were
very active, you know, in voicing on all the
tel econferences, because there's a | ot of people on |ine.
And | sense a | ot of people don't share because there's so
many people listening. And Dan can only do so nmuch to get
themto talk. But |I think the next season, if it's going
to be a repeat of |ast, people are going to have to talk
and going to have to vent so you can get sonewhere.

Anyways, that's all.
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MR ALBRECHT: M. Chairman, | think the
best nodel and many villages do do it, you know, is to have
the Village Council office on the speaker phone with a nute
button, ideally, and people can fill in. And with regard
to Vince's point about, especially subsistence effort and
ki nd of how many racks are full and how many people are
done, how many people -- it's really good to hear from you
know, nore than one fisherman in a village because it can
really kind of vary. Like especially with set net sites,
is it a good set net site, or is it a marginal set net
site. You talk to one fishernman and he goes, oh, yeah, |I'm
catching lots of fish, and the guy who doesn't have a great
site mght not, and then even in the | ower Yukon, too there
were things with the different water |evel or different
areas, that they really varied depending on who you tal ked
to and stuff.

And you know, Departnent and Staff and
subsi stence staff, they talk to certain individuals but,
hey, there's 42 villages and 15, 000 people, the nore
informati on the better.

MR NI CHOLIA: Yeah, | have a comment to
Vince and Dan. | represent Tanana peopl e nost of the
Eastern Interior, | go up there and tell them when I know
there's going to be a tel econference, they give ne their
poi nts. Because they don't want to sit there and listen to
this upriver and downriver stuff, they already told ne
that. And | think | do pretty good -- well, representing
them And a |lot of these tines these fishernen are out
t here doi ng sonething, they don't have the time to cone
back 40 mles, 50 mles and just sit on a tel econference
and find out what they don't want to hear and find out what
they wanted to hear they can't hear.

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  Gabe, you had comments.
MR G SAM Yeah, | think it's a good.....
REPORTER  Gabe.

MR G SAM | think it's a good idea to
have a set tine on when these tel econferences are going to
be because a | ot of people are working, there's a | ot of
peopl e out there fishing. One thing that we found out
about when you start doing the village reports, you start
fromdown river and all the way up, and after you -- as
soon as you get to about Y4, sonewhere around there, you
start hearing, click, click, click, click, you know,
everybody downriver is signing off because they don't want
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they're all checking off. So maybe one way to ki nd of
solve that is, you know, nmaybe alternate. Start from
upriver and then work your way down river.

MR ALBRECHT: O bounce around?

MR G SAM Yeah. Just, you know, that's
one possibility. | know when we were having trouble
getting a lot of our upriver villages on line, you know, to
voi ce their concerns. Mst of the tel econferences, as you
know, a lot of the upriver villages were not on line. |
don't know what the reasons for that were but | think we
could work better to get themnore on |ine and get them
nore involved. But, yeah, you know, | think, you know,
just to keep it all fair, have it all -- yeah, bounce it
around or start fromone upriver and then work your way

down.

So thank you, M. Chair.

MR ALBRECHT: To follow up on Gabe and
Vince's comment, |'ve seen that phenonena over the last 10
years, |ike, you know, when the fish are com ng towards the

village or when they're at the village, people are on the
call, and when they're gone, they start dropping off. You
know, we see that in Septenber, the | ower Yukon they're out
noose hunting and there's no fall chum they're all gone so
they drop off and nmeanwhile upriver is on all the calls and
vice versa, in June.

MR JAMES: Vince, to refer your -- there's
nobody up there on the Upper Yukon the first part of the
season, the fish is 1500 mles away there, so | guess we
weren't really concerned about it until they get up to the
Yukon Flats and when it did get up to the Yukon Flats, you
know, they shut us off again.

| voted agai nst closing subsistence. And
told the Board and | should have nmade a notion to that, at
| east give us four hours, it wouldn't make no adverse
difference. It would put food on the table for human
consunption but they closed it anyway. Four hours out of
one week, and | should have nmade a notion to have a vote on
it, which | never did, but you learn as you go along |
guess.

MR. ALBRECHT: Thank you, M. Chairnman and
Counci | nenbers.
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CHAI RVAN GOOD:  And that will take us back
to our proposals, across region Proposal 14, | believe is
next .

MR. MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairnman. Proposa
14 is on Page 113. This will be dealing with the southern
part of your region. This was submtted by Joe Gal e of
Anchorage, it would restrict subsistence fishing in the
Copper River to the estuary only.

MR. FLEENER M. Chair, | nove to adopt
Proposal 14.

MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD: It has been noved and
seconded to adopt Proposal 14. Ceorge.

MR SHERROD: Ckay. Proposal 14 was
submtted by Joel Gale. It requests that subsistence
sal non fishing be restricted to the estuary waters of the
Copper River. The proposal also requests that fishing be
conducted only during comrercial fishing openings regul at ed
by the State of Alaska. The proposal's author justifies
changi ng the regul ati on based on the fact that it would
i nprove regul atory enforcenment, delivery a better fisheries
project, allow salnon entering the river to return to
spawni ng areas unnol ested and provide for better nanagenent
of the Copper R ver salnon resource. |It's noted that if
this proposal were adopted there would be no need to take
action on Proposals 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 or 20.

In essence, this proposal requests shutting
down the existing subsistence fishery on the Copper River
prior to any restriction to commercial fishing or any
restrictions to State personal use, sports or subsistence
fisheries.

| f adopted, the proposal would displace a
| arge nunber of subsistence fishers and place nearly 500 to
1,000 subsistence drift gill nets with associated fish
canps wor ki ng and operating on Copper River Delta during
commercial fishing periods. A nore likely scenario is that
adopting this proposa
woul d | ead to a substantial reduction of subsistence
fishing and harvest in the Copper River.

Lastly, | guess if this were adopted it
woul d al so elimnate or would potentially inpact the Court
ordered subsistence fishery in the vicinity of the forner
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Native Village of Batzulnetas. |If the fishery were
elimnated, qualified rural residents nay not be able to
provide for their subsistence needs.

In short the Staff recommendation is to
oppose Proposal 14. Wthout question, adopting the
regul atory changes pronoted in Proposal 14 would restrict
or elimnate the upriver subsistence fishery including the
Federal |y court ordered Batzul netas fishery. This action
woul d proceed any restriction on non-subsistence or State
di p net subsistence or personal use fisheries of Copper
Ri ver sal non.

The end.
CHAl RVAN GOOD:  And Pol |y.

M5. WHEELER  Thank you, M. Chair. The
State would go on record as opposing this proposal. |
could go on but that's the gist of it.

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  And that's under st andabl e.
As |'m probably nost famliar with this, I'"mgoing to go
ahead and address it. This proposal, very sinply, needs to
be voted down. W need to oppose this. This would
el i m nate subsistence fishing all the way up the entire
Copper River and specify that it be at the nouth of the
Copper River. | think we need to vote this dowmn. Are
there any other comments. Vince.

MR MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairman. There was
no witten coments on this, but the Southcentral Regional
Advi sory Committee at their recent neeting brought up
Proposal 14 and, they, too opposed the proposal. The
Council found no justification for elimnating an
est abl i shed customary and traditional fishery in the Copper
Ri ver.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  And | woul d suggest that as
we vote it dowmn we might indicate that we agree with the
posi ti on of Southcentral.

MR, NICHOLI A: Question.

CHAI RVAN GOCD: Pol | y.

M5. WHEELER  Just a clarification, too,
M. Chair, if you read the prelimnary coments by the

State, that's exactly what the State says. Is that,
adoption of this proposal would needlessly elimnate the



| ong established subsistence fishery in the G ennallen
subdi strict of the Copper River, for which there is a
positive C&T determ nation.
zero for and five against.

MR, NICHOLI A: Question.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Thank you. Question has
been in called. Al of those in favor, please signify by
sayi ng aye.

MR WLDE:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Al l those opposed, please
signify by saying aye.

IN UNI SON: Aye.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, for the record
then there was zero for and five against.

MR WLDE Sorry, | voted no.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Yes. That's what you wi sh
this to reflect?

MR WLDE: Yes.

CHAl RVAN GOCD: Yes, that would be zero for
and five against.

MR MATHEWS: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Ckay, that brings us up to Proposal 15 on Page 125 which
was submtted by the Copper River Native Association, it
woul d establish a customary and traditional use
determ nation for salnon in the Chitna subdistrict.

MR. SHERROD: Proposal 15 submitted by the
Copper River Native Association.

CHAl RVAN GOCD: Just a second.
MR SHERRCD: |'m sorry.

MR. NI CHOLI A: Adopt Proposal 15 for
di scussi on.

MR FLEENER: Second.
CHAI RVAN GOCD: |t has been noved and
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seconded to adopt Proposal 15. CGo ahead George.

MR. SHERROD: Thanks. Proposal 15,
subm tted by Copper River Native Association requests a
positive and customary and traditional use determ nation
for salnon in the Chitna subdistrict of the Upper Copper
River district of the Prince WIIliam Sound rmanagenent area
for the comunities of Chitna, Cantwell, Chistochina,
Copper Center, Gakona, @l kana, Mentasta and Tazl i na.

Currently the customary and use
determnation for the entirety of the Copper River is the
residents of the Prince WIliam Sound area. There is no
subsi stence fishery however in the Chitna district, so by
default there is no C&T determ nation for the Chitna
district.

If you |l ook on 15, it depicts the Prince
W1 liam Sound managenent area. There is a m stake there,
Nabesna is outside of the area -- I'msorry, it's Page 129,
here we go. So we have the conmunities from Chenega Bay
all the way up to Mentasta Lake. And as | say, Nabesna
falls out because it's actually in the Upper Tanana
drainage, this is functionally the drainage of the Copper
River and Prince WIIliam Sound area. This analysis was
prepared by Pat Petrivelli and she did an excellent job of
docunenting the nunber of communities and their history of
fishing wwthin the area. She focused on the comunities
that are within the Copper R ver nanagenent area and with
t he exception of Val dez, which is considered a non-rural
conmmunity, the other comunities have denonstrated some use
of the resource, | believe with the possible exception of
Chenega.

I"mgoing to diverge fromthe norna
presentation and gi ve a background of what the Southcentra
Regi onal Council did. The Southcentral Regional Councils
found difficulty with the existing C&T that was adopted in
the initial Federal regulations, particularly the inclusion
of certain Prince WIIliam Sound communities in the Copper
River C&T determnation. After a |engthy debate and |
shal | say, despite evidence of use, the final action on the
part of the Southcentral Regional Councils was to adopt the
proposal as witten, rather than based on sonme of the
i nformation that was provided.

If we turn -- in saying that if we turn to
Page 145, we will see the prelimnary concl usion as
provided by Ms. Petrivelli in her analysis, and that is to
support the proposal with nodification for a positive
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customary and traditional use determnation for salnon in
the Chitna subdistrict of the Upper Copper R ver district
for all rural residents of the Prince WIIliam Sound area.
And for the Chitna district of the Upper Copper River
District salnon rural residents of the Prince WIIiam Sound
area -- no, that's the old -- excuse nme, |I'm-- oh, excuse
me, no Federal season, |'msorry.

So in essence, her conclusion was to adopt
the C&T determ nation that exists for the rest of the area
for the Chitna district as well.

It's inmportant to note in here that
currently there are no seasons, there are no bag limts,

there are no nethods and neans for the Chitna district. So
what ever action is taken on this proposal, by you and by
the Board, will have no real inpact next year because there
will not be an opportunity to fish.

And with that, 1'd say you guys have had a
| ong history of dealing with Southcentral on C&T issues soO

| would turn it over to you and answer whatever questions
you m ght have.

CHAIRVAN GOOD: | note in one of these, |
had to ski mthese because | haven't -- it's been a little

difficult getting this at the |last nmonent, but | believe
Goria said in there, for exanple, the State has, for at
| east the last three years, nmanaged this popul ation for
abundance, | believe were her words. And there are
abundant fish in the Copper R ver, correct?

MR SHERROD: | think we're dealing with a
stock capabl e of sustaining a subsistence fishery. | can
say that.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Yeah, okay, now, what we're
| ooking at here, if we do enact sonething and then we do
conme up with rules and regul ati ons, what we're | ooking at
is elimnating people fromthe fishery; is that correct?

MR SHERROD: Currently there is no
fishery.

CHAIRVAN GOOD: Right. But if we do -- |
guess the question here mght be ultimately, where do you
see this leading? Are they looking to establishing a
fishery here or are they just |looking to establish a C&T?

MR. SHERROD: They were | ooking at
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establ i shing both. And based -- | brought the transcripts
but I don't want to read the 30 or 40 pages of transcripts
related to these actions, it was again, voiced, and you've
heard this before, that it was their intent to provide for
the Copper R ver Native conmunities and not to exclude

ot her people. As | say, the Council had sone problens wth
the Prince WIIliam Sound communities, however, it's

wort hwhil e nmentioning that these were in the proposed rule.
There has not been a proposal to renove any of these
communities fromthe existing C&T, and that actions taken
on this would not renove themfromthe other -- the Gul kana
district, for exanple, and so on. They thought they were
proposi ng a season. They thought they would be able to
fish next year but because there was no conpani on proposa
pl aced i n concerni ng nmet hods, neans, harvest limts,
seasons and so on, all this does is establish a C&T for

t hese conmunities as proposed.

Part of their justification for limting it
to these communities was that fact. They felt that if
ot her communities wanted to come forward next year when
there woul d al so be a proposal providing a fishery that
they were free to do so but that this was Copper River
Nati ve Associ ation proposal and that the Council was goi ng
to honor that.

Does that answer your question, M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Yes, it does. | think
Goria' s conmment about not wanting to elimnate anybody is
rat her confusing by virtue of the fact that if this did
take effect and there were regul ations, they would
elimnate a great nunber of rural subsistence users.

| have problens with this one but | think
that there are others in here that relate to this, at
| east, one other. 1Isn't there another one that does relate
to this one?

MR SHERROD: There's another C&T --
actually 19 and 20 are both C&T proposals. They are not
for this district, but rather for the Gul kona district and
of particularly interest for this body is that it deals
wi th Upper Tanana communities and the use of the resource
in that part of the Copper River.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Now, for the other Council
menbers edification here, all of these people, as witten
up in this proposal do have, in ny point of view, C&T. But
what's happening here is that this fishery is now com ng
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under our ages here and they have noved quickly to protect
t hensel ves or what ever but there's no working together, for
certain on this one, others would be able to get into it by
maki ng their own proposals. Now, this does |eave out
people |ike Gennallen, on the Copper River in the mddle
of the area, Chickaloon, Delta, this proposal would

el i mnate Tok, Dot Lake, Healy Lake, Northway, quite a
nunber of other communities that | believe would al so be
eligible. | guess the question would be, what should we do
with it? W could pass it, because they do deserve C&T but
we could add with it the notation that all other eligible
conmmuni ties should be in place at the tine these
regul ati ons get enforced.

MR FLEENER: M. Chairnan, have we heard
fromPolly yet?

CHAIRVAN GOOD:  Oh, no, I'msorry Polly.

M5. WHEELER No problem M. Chair, the
State supports the prelimnary Staff reconmendation to
support this proposal and to add McCarthy, Gakona Juncti on,
Lower Tonsina, dennallen, Kenny Lake, Slana, Tonsina,
Nabesna, Shi shana and Tok.

MR FLEENER: M. Chair, | have another
quest i on.

CHAI RVAN GOCD: Crai g.

MR FLEENER: There's a State season to
fish down there but there's not a Federal season; is that
correct?

MR. SHERROD: There's a personal dip net
fishery which now | guess is a subsistence fishery but
there -- it was adopted or enacted after Federal -- the
initial Federal regul ations were adopt ed.

MR. FLEENER  And what sort of a fishery,
if you have any idea, what sort of fishery is the Copper
Ri ver Native Association | ooking at proposing for the
foll owi ng year; have you tal ked to peopl e about that?

MR. SHERROD: There is a -- the proposal
following this is also from Copper River Native Association
and basically it is requesting a year-round, no limt-type
of season. So they're shooting for as much as they can get
but because of testinony provided at the Southcentral
neeting they were interested in being able to use fish
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wheel s at sone of the traditional canp sites that residents
fromthese cormmunities had. It was their assunption that
if they had C&T that they would be able to use the sane
type of gear with the sane limts and sane seasons as
applied to the rest of the Copper River or the Gl kana
district.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Pol Iy, would you tell us
what the seasons are at Chitna above and bel ow t he bri dge,
do you know t hose?

M5. WHEELER Not off the top of mny head,
but if Bonnie has a reg book then |I could tell you that.

MR SHERROD: | think if you | ook on Page
149, that's the Proposal 16.

MR. BERG Yeah, | can probably address
t hat .

MR SHERROD: Jerry can hel p you out.

MR BERG Yes, M. Chair. The subdistrict
just upstreamof the Chitna subdistrict is the dennallen
subdi strict, and it has season dates of June 1st to
Septenber 30th, with harvest limts of 30 salnon for a
househol d of one or 60 for a household of two or you can
al so get permts that will allow for 200 salnon for a
househol d of one or 500 for a household of two or nore, if
you request such a permt. And then the other subsistence
fishery that occurs upstreameven further is the
Bat zul netas fishery, which is operated under court order
whi ch issues a permt for up to thousand fish per season

So those are the only other two fisheries
upstream of -- and those are the only three subsistence
fisheries on the Copper River.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  And bel ow the bridge at
Chi t na?

MR. BERG The bridge is the dividing |line
between the Chitna subdistrict and the G ennallen
subdi strict, so belowthe bridge is the Chitna subdistrict
and above the bridge is the 3 ennallen subdistrict.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  And the State has
consi dered bel ow the bridge a subsistence fishery and what
are the limts there?
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MR. BERG That was just changed to be a
subsi stence fishery last year and it's 15 fish for a
househol d of one or 30 fish for a household of two or nore.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: | guess the question then
becomes, if this is enacted and we do have a Federa
subsi stence fishery there, what inpact will that have on
what's going on presently?

MR SHERROD: It wouldn't have any i npact
until next year until there was actually a proposa
est abl i shing seasons, bag limts, et cetera. It'd be --
you know, you have also dealt with this where you granted
C&T for brown bear but there wasn't a proposal for a season
so you wind up getting C&T and then the next year a
proposal has to go in to establish a season and bag limt
for brown bear; this is a fish exanple of that.

MR FLEENER M. Chair. | think that's
what he's getting at, | think he wants to know down the
road, we know that there's no season so we know there's not
going to be imediate inpact, | think he wants to know what
the inpact will be after a season i s opened.

MR SHERROD: Well, we don't have crysta
balls, M. Chair. | mean anything from proposals to shut
down the Copper River or no effect at all. And it is
inmportant to note that the entirety of the Copper River is
wi t hi n Federal managenent.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Yeah, | guess that's what
I"mgetting at here, if this all was in Federal managenent,
there is a potential to elimnate the State fishery?

MR SHERROD: That would be a possibility.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  But then as you poi nt ed
out, we're |ooking at regulation and that woul d occur
anot her year fromnow. So it's sonething that we have to
keep in mnd here, however, on the other hand we're | ooking
at C&T, a C&T determ nation here. Those people that have
applied for it are eligible for the C&T determ nation,
correct?

MR SHERROD: Well, that's true. They have
a history of harvesting in that area. They are for al
practical purposes subsistence communities neeting the
ot her seven factors of sharing and transm ssi on of
know edge and so on.
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CHAI RVAN GOOD:  And because there is no
i sheries season in place, we're not elimnating anybody at
hi s point.

~ —h

MR SHERROD: At this point this would
sinply establish a C&T as proposed for these units. |If you
adopted the Staff recomendation, it would establish a C&T
for these conmmunities plus comunities that have
denonstrated harvesting the resource in the Copper R ver.

CHAI RVAN GOCD: Vi nce.

MR. MATHEWS: M. Chairnman, you asked
earlier of possibly a suggestion howto respond to this
proposal. W do have a letter from Ral ph Lohse supporting
your |ast Council request, through Chuck Mller, to
establish a coordinating, |I'd say fisheries commttee, but
for that area that termdoesn't apply very well, but let's
just say a coordinating commttee. One way to deal with
this would be to -- and it's just a suggestion, would be to
support the Staff or support the Staff concl usion or
support the proposal and in your justification say that
you'll be submtting a proposal next year to add the other
communities that you so desire and that you appreciate the
Sout hcentral getting this C&T noving along to address the
customary and traditional use of the communities closer by.

Does that seemto nake sense? Basically
you're doing a cunul ative effect, that they' ve started the
ball rolling, you' re acknow edging that and that you're
goi ng to support that but then next year you're going to
submt a proposal to add in the other conmunities. That's
one option. The other option is to oppose it directly,
whi ch woul d force the Board to deci de between the resident
Regi onal Councils and the nei ghboring Regi onal Councils.
And the Board could go with the honme one or defer for the
two Councils to get together but it may be a little bit
nore hard to do that if you went with strai ght opposition.
So those are the ways | would see that you coul d address
this proposal .

CHAIl RVAN GOOD: Are there other coments, |
don't want to hog the floor here.

MR FLEENER: Too | ate.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: My suggestion, you know,
woul d be to support this and carry with it, the
recomrendati on that we believe prior to pronul gation of
regul ations, that we find all villages or communities that
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we can that are eligible for C&T here and put themin at
the same tinme so we don't wind up with regul ati ons that
apply only to a small group. Does that make sense?

MR. MATHEWS: You nean before they woul d
establi sh a season?

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Right. Before regul ations
governi ng the season were put in place.

MR. NICHOLIA: For this proposal too,
feel I"'mgoing to have to support these people that do fish
there traditionally and in the other villages -- | nove

that we support this proposal, those villages that are
nmenti oned and those other villages can prove their
eligibility be included in the C&T determ nation for sal non
inthis district.

CHAI RVAN GO0D:  That's what we're doi ng
here, the sanme thing.

MR FLEENER: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  There's a currently a
notion on the floor to support the C&T determ nation of all
of the villages listed here because they all are eligible
for C&T, but then we're putting a recommendation with it
that they identify the other communities eligible for C&T
and put themin place as well.

MR FLEENER 1'Ill second it.

CHAI RMAN GOOD:  Ckay.

MR. FLEENER. Questi on.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Are you willing to accept
-- does the Council accept that reconmendation goi ng al ong
withit, if so, we can just pass the first notion.

(Nods affirmatively)

CHAI RVAN G00OD:  There's acqui escence. Do
you need nore than that, Vince, that this would be passed
with that recommendati on fromthe Council?

MR MATHEWS: Well, 1'1l defer to George on
t hat .

MR SHERROD: | think that will acconplish
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proposal. It will align you with Southcentral. It also
tells you Coordi nator that when we neet again there's
supposed to be a fish proposal asking for C&T -- or revisit
the C&T for the Copper River Basin and include potential

ot her nei ghboring conmunities, road systens, whatever, and
| can assist in drafting that up and have it before you in
t he spring.

it, what it will do, operationally will support the
t |
a

MR. FLEENER. Questi on.

CHAI RMAN GOCD: Question has been call ed.
Not hearing or seeing any indication of further discussion
all of those in favor, please indicate by saying aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.
CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Those opposed sane sign.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  The notion passes as
amended.

MR MATHEWS: Ckay, M. Chairman, that
brings us up to Proposal 16 and I'm having a hard tine
finding it, Page 149 which is submtted by the Copper R ver
Native Association and it deals with seasons and harvest
limts for the dennallen subdistrict.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | nove to adopt
Proposal 16.

MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD: It has been noved and
seconded to adopt Proposal 16. Co ahead, Jerry.

MR. BERG Thank you, M. Chair. Proposal
16 was submtted by the Copper River Native Association and
requests to have a subsi stence sal nbn season open
t hroughout the year in the 3 ennallen subdistrict. The
proponent states that the Ahtna people did traditionally --
did not traditionally have a set season to harvest sal non
and shoul d have access to the salnon any tinme during the
run.

Federal jurisdiction does extend throughout
the entire dennallen subdistrict as it's bordered on one
side by the Wangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve.



00103

OCO~NOUITRWNE

The current customary and traditional use determ nation for
salmon in the @ ennallen subdistrict includes all residents
of the Prince WIIliam Sound area, season dates are June 1st
to Septenber 30th.

H storically the Ahtna people began their
harvest seasons with the harvest of salnon in [ate May or
early June. There's been docunentation that they did
start their harvest in late May with an early run of Kking
sal non that used to go through the d ennallen subdistrict
inlate May and early June.

If you | ook at some of the regulatory
history, |I tried to find out where the season dates of June
1st to Septenber 30th canme from and those were adopted at
statehood and so | wasn't able to verify but | think that
t hose season dates were probably in place during Federa
jurisdiction prior to statehood. But anyway, they've been
in place since the "60s at least. And | would like to
point out there's quite a bit of history that's gone on
bet ween who qualified as a rural resident or who qualified
for subsistence on the Copper River and who didn't, and
won't go into a lot of the details but | would like to
poi nt out some of the actions taken by the Board of Fish in
96 and '99 that pertain to this fishery and that is that
they did reduce the harvest of chinook sal non by five
percent through their Copper River Chinook Sal non
Managenment Plan. And that was to reduce the harvest by
five percent in the comercial, personal use and non-
subsi stence fisheries, basically sport use as well. And so
they took action both in '96 and '99 to do that.

The di fferent Copper River fisheries
i nclude, of course, the Batzulnetas fishery which is the
upper nost -- the upstream nost fishery that occurs near
the headwaters of the Copper River. The dennallen
subdi strict is down streamof that. |'mnot sure, maybe
about 10 or 15 mles belowis where the dennallen
district, subdistrict starts. The G ennallen subdistrict
extends for a distance of about 100 mles and it goes from
the mouth of the Slana River down to the Chitna/ McCarthy
bridge. Now, the season there is June 1lst to Septenber
30th, and as | stated earlier, the harvest ranges from 30
to 60. You can get a smaller permt or you can ever
request a permt for up to 200 or up to 500 dependi ng on
your needs.

The average harvest fromthe 10-year
average harvest from'88 to '99 was at about 50 percent of
the participants in that fishery were fromthe Copper R ver
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Basi n, but that those people fromthe Copper R ver Basin
actual |l y harvest about 60 percent of the fish so that
they're being -- obviously a little bit nore efficient,
they' re using nore fish wheels and they' re obviously there
nore often instead of harvesting the majority of the fish.

Based on the fishing reports that are
returned, about 90 percent of the fish harvested are
conpl eted by m d- August, even though the fishery does
extend through the end of Septenber. [If you'll ook on the
bott om of Page 156, there's a table that kind of summarizes
sonme of the harvest |evels that occur throughout the Copper
River area for non-Prince WIIliam Sound area residents. O
course, anybody can cone and get a subsistence permt under
the State system so you get a lot of participation from
Fai r banks and Anchorage that come over and then of course
the Copper R ver Basin residents, as | nentioned before,
harvest about 30,000 salnon. And then there's the persona
use which is now call ed the subsistence fishery in the
Chitna area is close to 100,000 fish that they're
harvesting. And nost of that harvest is chinook sal non --
or | mean sockeye sal non with sonme chi nook harvest.

There was an educational fishery in the
Copper River. There's an educational fishing permt issued
to the Ahtna Heritage Foundation in 1996 and 1997. They
requested a permt so that they could harvest earlier in
the season. And they were issued a permt to harvest
sockeye sal mon from May 20th to May 31st in 1996, and then
again the sane dates in 1997. They were allowed only 50
fish during the educational permt and then that permt
limt was increased to 270 sal non and 20 of those could be
ki ng sal non during the second year that that permt was
i ssued.

There's basically three different fishery
managenent plans that are in place on the Copper R ver that
really hel p gui de harvest managenent simlar to -- as they
do on the Yukon. Escapenent goals are identified in these
pl ans and basically used by managers so that they can nake
I n-season deci sions, and |'ve gone over some of those in
the text, I won't go into the details of those unless you
have questi ons.

Under the potential inpacts to the fish
stocks on the Copper River, under this proposal there's
about 350 households that will qualify under the Federa
programto participate in this fishery. |If the season
dates are extended, basically prior to June 1st, we woul d
be | ooking at primarily harvesting early run chi nook sal non
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and then if the season was extended after Septenber 30th,
then you' re | ooking at later run coho sal non of course.

One thing to keep in mnd is that sone of
the early run stocks that cone up the Copper River,
generally make up smaller, nore discreet stocks, going up
to spawning areas and so that is a little bit of a concern
| guess, to start harvesting earlier in the season, is that
you m ght be inpacting snmaller nore discreet popul ations
going up to their spawni ng areas.

Anot her aspect to keep in mnd is the coho
salnon primarily mgrate up as far as the Tonsina R ver
with the majority of the coho going up the Chitna drainage
which is actually a river that turns off before you even
get into the dennallen Subdistrict, so there aren't as
many coho sal non that actually go through the dennallen
subdistrict. The mgjority would actually turn off in
drai nages prior to the G ennallen subdistrict.

And then one |ast concern is that there
could be sone potential inpacts to the rainbow trout and
st eel head stocks that pass through the G ennallen
subdi strict and there woul d be sone increased nortality
nost likely with the extended season dates.

So the prelimnary conclusion is to nodify
the proposal for season dates -- to extend the season dates
fromMy 15th to Septenber 30th, so in a sense, that's
ext endi ng the season dates by two weeks in the last two
weeks of May. There was consi derabl e di scussion at the
Sout hcentral Council neeting and as a result of the
di scussi on and new information that cane out there, you'l
see in the prelimnary conclusion that | was reconmendi ng a
live box be attached to fish wheels operating prior to June
1st because of those steel head and the concern for the very
smal | popul ation there but after the new i nformation and
the recommendation fromthe Southcentral Council, I'mno
| onger reconmmending that a |ive box be required on fish
wheels. So ny reconmendation at this point to you would be
to allow a season to extend from May 15th to Septenber 30th
in the dennallen subdistrict.

And that's all | have unl ess you have
further questions and |1'd be happy to try and answer them

CHAl RVAN GOCD:  (Go ahead, Geral d.

MR N CHOLIA: | nove to support Proposa
16 with the Staff recomendati on
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MR JAMES: Second.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  It's noved and seconded to
support Proposal 16 with the Staff recomendati on.
Di scussi on.

MR FLEENER  Well, | was going to ask if
the State had any comment before we said anything nore.

CHAI RVAN GOCD: Pol |y.

M5. BORBA: Yes, M. Chairman. |'m Bonnie
Borba for the Al aska Departnment of Fish and Gane, acting
Polly, at the nonent. The State has not seen the revised
anal ysis and the recommendations and will defer comments
until after reviewing this analysis.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Thank you, Bonnie. Vince.

MR MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairman, the South
-- we have no witten coments that | am aware of unless
ot her Staff have seen sone. The Southcentral Regiona
Advi sory Council supports with nodification. They support
the Staff recomrendati on except to delete Section C of the
Staff recomendation which is a requirenment of a live box.
There justification, this proposal would satisfy
subsi st ence needs whil e addressi ng conservati on concerns.
The amendnent to elimnate the requirenent of a |live box
was made because the peopl e have never used |ive boxes and
because |ive boxes would have little inpact on steel head
st ocks.

Thank you.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | was | ooking at
part of the proposal as it was witten by CRNA, and in here
It says that -- oh, it said it sonmewhere, well, it says, on
nunber 4 on Page 151, it says howw |l this change affect
subsi stence users? It says it will ensure that Ahtna
people will have the greatest chance to obtain subsistence
fish. Qualified subsistence users will be able to dry, jar

or can fish, snoke strips, fernment fish and eat fish during
the spring and late fall nonths. M questionis, is
Septenber 30th | ate enough to neet their late fall needs?
Because it seens like we're early enough if traditionally
it's been docunented that they started fishing in |ate My,
that part of it, or early June, that part of it seens to be
nmet at | east by May 15th because that's certainly before
|ate May. But late fall, | don't know what freeze-up is

i ke down there, | don't know if they even have it, it's so
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close to Hawaii down there.
(Laught er)

MR. FLEENER But |'mwondering if
Septenber 30th is a | ate enough date to neet the needs of
their late fall fishing needs.

MR BERG Yes, M. Chair. There was -- |
bel i eve there was a couple of public comments presented at
the Southcentral neeting stating that they felt |like there
woul d be sone people that woul d take advantage of a season
ext endi ng beyond Septenber 30th but it would be fairly
mnimal. And as | did state earlier, you know, 90 percent
of the harvest does occur by m d-August, so very few people
area even fishing in Septenber, in fact, we did go down and

take a |l ook at that area when we were there a coupl e weeks
ago and there was one fish wheel still operating. So it
woul d -- you know, there's a few people that woul d probably

t ake advantage of fishing into Cctober but nost people, as
you know, are busy with hunting and other activities so |
think it would be quite mnimal at this point. And the
Sout hcentral Council did feel like that Septenber 30th date
was fine as it stands. But you know there was sone
testinony that a few people woul d probably take advant age
of that extra time past Septenber 30th.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, the rai nbow and
steel head problem is there anyone here that can el aborate
nore on whether or not having a |ive box will benefit the
st eel head, trout popul ation.

MR BERG Yes, M. Chair, and that's really
the issue that drew the nost attention at the Southcentra
neeting. And it really canme out that there weren't that
many steel head novi ng through the systemin May, nost of
the fish will arrive, you know, start arriving in July and
they catch a very few fish in July and August but nostly in
Sept enber, so there would be nore of a concern, | think, to
extend the season into Cctober because you' |l have nore
st eel head noving through at that tinme nore so than you do
in My.

You know, people there aren't famliar with
live boxes, and so | think it -- you know, it certainly
woul d be an undo hardship on them certainly for that early

May extension if we were to discuss extending the season
into October, | think there mght be alittle nobre concern
over that steel head population. [|'mcertainly no expert on

t he steel head popul ation there, but there were sone
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testinony that the population is as |low as 100 fish in sone
of those areas there. So it is a very small popul ati on of
fish.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: | have a question and |'m
probably going to guess that Bonnie is going to have to
answer this. How |ate does the sal non counter, the sonar
counter at M| es Lake, you know, how | ong does that run,
early and late, let's say?

M5. BORBA: M. Chairman, | don't have that
information. Possibly Fred Anderson, or sonebody who
wor ked Chitna at one tine mght knowit.

MR FLEENER M. Chairman, while he's
getting ready to take the stand, | was just going to ask if
anyone knows the approxi mate nunber of steel head that m ght
be i npacted by 15 additional days of fishing?

MR ANDERSON: M. Chairman, | can't answer
that question about steelhead, | really don't know.
Rel ative to the sonar, though, they try to get that in the
wat er as soon after ice out as they can and sone years
that's early June -- nost years it's early June when the
ice stops flowing there. And if I'mnot m staken, | think
they shut it down in md- to |late August, the 15th to the
20t h of August it's no |longer in operation.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, the Staff that
wote this part for -- this Section C here, then if we're
not sure what the nunbers are, is this just a precautionary
thi ng since nobody seens to have any nunbers?

MR BERG You're referring to the |ive box
provi si on?

MR FLEENER: Yes, that's correct.

MR. BERG Yeah, M. Chair, basically there
is some -- and basically the only steel head i nformation
that we had is comng froma few studies that had been done
and then the harvest reports on the subsistence harvest.

So there is very little informati on but we do know that the
popul ation is small, just how small we're not sure. But
you know, the subsistence harvest, you know, has been at
the nost a hundred fish in some years and nore -- nornally
about 30 to 40 fish and nost of those were taken in August
and Septenber with a fewin July and even fewer in June.
And so there really wasn't too much of a concern in My
which is why we got rid of that portion of the
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recomrendati on. But think there really would be sone
concern with extending the season into October. Mre
concern over the steel head popul ation then than there is in
May.

MR FLEENER  Thank you. M. Chair, if --
| don't know if it'd be all right with Gerald and the
seconder of his notion, but | think I would be nore prone
to supporting Sout hcentral Regional Councils
recomrendations for this proposal than Staff
recomrendation. | don't knowif CGerald is willing to
wi t hdraw his notion or not.

MR NICHOLIA: Yeah, I"'mwlling.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  First could we have Vince
repeat the Sout hcentral recommendati ons?

MR MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairman. On
Proposal 16, support with nodification. They support the
Staff recomendation except to delete the live box. It's a
little bit nore wordy here but they did not want the |ive
box. They felt that this proposal, with nodification wll
sati sfy subsi stence needs whil e addressi ng conservation
i ssues. The anendnent to elimnate the requirenent of a
live box was made because the peopl e have never used |ive
boxes and because |ive boxes have little inpact on
st eel head st ocks.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Is the Council in genera
agreenent? Are there any objections?

MR. FLEENER  Actually I think mne was in
the formof a notion to adopt this if they were willing to
wi thdraw, and he's withdrawn his noti on but the seconder,
whoever that was woul d need to withdraw t he noti on

MR JAMES: Ckay.

MR FLEENER Ckay. Then | nake a notion
to adopt Sout hcentral Regional Council's recommendation for
Proposal 16.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  |I's there a second.

MR N CHOLI A© Second.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD: It has been noved and

seconded to adopt the Southcentral position on this
proposal, No. 16.
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MR. FLEENER. Questi on.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: And hearing no further
di scussi on, question has been called. Al those in favor
of the notion signify by saying aye.

N UNI SO\ Aye.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Qpposed sane si gn.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  The notion passes.

MR. MATHEWS: M. Chairnman, before we go on
to Proposal 17, we nay want to do a reality check.
Qoviously food is arriving for dinner. W can wait on that
but I'mgetting people who are asking ne, are you thinking
about neeting after dinner or into the evening. So | think
it mght be a good tinme to see if you want to have an
eveni ng session.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: W' Il take an hour for
di nner and neet again after dinner.

MR FLEENER: A Tanana hour.
CHAl RVAN GOCD: A Tanana hour.
MR FLEENER: Yee- hoo.

CHAIRVAN GOOD: Al right, we're still
waiting for -- we're not quite ready for it -- we need sone
utensils in order to be able to eat.

MR FLEENER Let's do 17 then.
CHAI RVAN GOOD:  So perhaps 17 m ght go by.

MR MATHEWS: Ckay, M. Chairman, Proposa
17 was submtted by the Native Anerican R ghts Fund. It's
sockeye salmon |imts, nmethods and neans of harvest and
seasons in the dennallen subdistrict in the vicinity of
the fornmer Native Village of Batzul netas.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | nove to adopt
Proposal 17.

MR N CHOLI A: Second.
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CHAI RVAN GOCOD:  It's been noved and
seconded to adopt Proposal 17. |s there any discussion,
well, wait a mnute here, let's -- okay, Jerry, you're

going to handl e this one?

MR BERG Yes, M. Chair. Wll, as you
all nost likely knowthis is a fishery that has brought
fisheries before the Federal program Proposal 17 was
subm tted by the Native American Ri ghts Fund and requested
10 five changes to the Batzul netas fishery that's occurring

OCO~NOUITRWNE

11 this year. 1've tried to outline those five changes that
12 they' re requesting on Page 169.

13

14 Basically they're requesting that the

15 season be open seven days a week without harvest limts,
16 that they be allowed to harvest chinook sal non, that they
17 be allowed to use rod and reel and that the subsistence
18 permits be adm nistered by the Park Service, and that the
19 Park Service install and maintain regulatory markers for
20 this fishery.

22 The fishery is currently operating under
23 the guides of a court order issued on February 14th,

24 outlined on the top of Page 170, which briefly summarized,
25 does not allow the harvest of chinook. The season is open
26 fromJune 1st to Septenber 1st. No nore than 250 sockeye
27 sal non can be taken weekly. The seasonal limt is 1,000
28 sockeye. The permt is issued by Fish and Gane. Fish

29 wheels and dip nets are allowed in the Copper R ver portion
30 of the fishery and dip nets and spears are allowed in the
31 Tanada Creek portion of the fishery. Fish wheels are

32 required to be equipped with a live box or nonitored at all
33 tines and that chinook salnmon are to be released to the

34 water unharnmed and then the permt is required to be

35 returned by Septenber 30t h.

37 The Bat zul netas fishery is | ocated upstream
38 of the Upper Copper River district, as | nentioned before,
39 near the confluence of Tanada Creek. And as you can see

40 there is a map on Page 171 that shows you where the

41 Batzulnetas fishery is at. Access to the Batzul netas

42 fishery does require that you cross private land to get

43 there or you would have to go up there by boat, which would
44 be fairly difficult. You d have to have sonme experience to
45 get there by jet boat.

47 The current customary and traditional use
48 determ nation for salnon in the Batzul netas fishery

49 currently includes all Prince WIIliam Sound area residents.
50 And briefly, just to explain why that occurs, because this
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is afairly limted fishery. The original C&T
determnation is a result of a general provision adopted by
t he Federal Subsistence Board for all rural residents of
each area within each fishing area established under the
Federal program So that's how we ended up with the
current C&T determ nation. However, because this fishery
does occur within the boundaries of Wangell St. Elias

Nati onal Park, not the Preserve, it's actually in the Park
because of that, the location of it, inside the Park then
Park Service regulations limt the eligibility of who is
eligible to participate in that fishery to resident zone
communities or those who have 1344 permts, as you guys
have dealt with many tinmes before. So currently the
communities are listed there that have resident zone status
for Wangell St. Elias, and there's 17 communities that are
l'isted there.

And this -- the C&T issue will also be
addressed in the next proposal, so you'll be hearing nore
about that, but just to give you sonme background as to how
we got to it and where we are today.

The regul atory history, you know, the
Bat zul netas fishery has been used as a traditional canp by
t he Ahtna people for, you know, hundreds, thousands of
years. It's a well docunmented fishery. |In 1964, all
tributaries to the Copper River, including Tanada Creek and
t he Copper R ver above Slana were closed to subsistence
fishing. 1t wasn't until 1985, when Katie John filed civi
suit in U S Court to reestablish their traditional fishing
rights. There was no action taken in '85 and ' 86 there was
no action taken, no court action, and it was in 1987 when
there was a court ordered fishery established and basically
that fishery has occurred under court order for every year
si nce.

Sone of the biological background
informati on on the Tanada Creek sockeye sal non, there's
over 124 sockeye sal non stocks identified in the Copper
River and two of those stocks enter Tanada Creek. One
stock spawns around the perineter and the other one spawns
around the outlet of the |ake.

The data that we do have on those fish cone
fromweir and aerial escapenent estimates. ADF&G conducted
aerial surveys at Tanada Creek from 1962 to 1992. And we
have that data and then Park Service continued those aeria
surveys in '97 and '98, and basically, you know, the aeria
surveys are really just a one snapshot picture during the
run of what the size of the run is and really are only used
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as a relative index of run strength, they're not used to
give an estimate of the run size. So it's good to have
another formto -- another nethod to evaluate the run size
and so there has been a weir operated on Tanada Creek by
ADF&G  They operated a weir in '75, 1978 ad 1979, and then
the Park Service operated the weir in 1997 and '98. The
tried to operate the weir again this sumrer but the water

| evel got too high and they got bl own out.

But as you can see, fromthe weir
estimates, the run size is highly variable froma | ow of
128 fish in 1975, of course, it's hard to say what the
conditions were for that year but then there was the two
hi gh years, 1997 and ' 98, when Park Service operated the
wei r where you had over 25,000 fish nmoving through the
system

So based on that limted weir data, you
know, the average sockeye sal non returns to Tanada Creek
seens to be fairly strong, assum ng that those early
records -- but assum ng that those early records in the
"70s are accurate, obviously the abundance can be highly
vari abl e.

There's very few chi nook sal non that appear
to return to Tanada Creek. The weir data that's avail able
only recorded five chinook in 1979, two in 1997 and two in
1998. So there don't appear to be very many chi nook sal non
novi ng through the creek even though it is possible that
t here are chinook sal non noving through prior to getting
the weir installed into the river.

Again, for the Copper R ver, there's three
managenent plans in place for the Copper River. As |
nmentioned earlier, there's escapenent goals identified
wi thin those managenent plans. Sone of the harvest data
that exists for the Batzul netas subsistence fishery that's
occurred under court order is identified for you on Page
179, and that harvest |evel has varied, according to
di fferent kinds of conditions that have occurred throughout
those years, a low of 16 fish were harvested in 1995 and
then the year just prior to that was 1994, and they
harvested just below their harvest limt of a thousand
fish.

And then there's sone background
information simlar to the previous proposal on other
subsi stence fisheries that are occurring in the Copper
Ri ver Basin for subsistence for Copper River Basin
residents as well as the previously personal use fishery.
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So basically the bottomline and the
prelimnary conclusion would be to support the proposa
with the nodification to issue a State fishing permt and
establish harvest limts simlar to the dennallen
subdi strict. However, again, after hearing testinony at
t he Sout hcentral Council neeting, Park Service actually
testified that they would prefer to issue the permt, so
guess we woul d change the Staff reconmendation to support
i ssuing a Federal subsistence permt because there is --
the Sl ana Ranger Station is right next to the Batzul netas
fishing area, and so it does seemlike it would be fairly
conveni ent for those people to have to be able to get their
permt right there fromthe Sl ana Ranger Station. And then
al so there was the recommendation that the Park Service was
willing to take on setting up regulatory markers in the
Bat zul netas fishing area. So that's another change not
listed in your book here, is that, we would reconmend a
Federal permt and National Park Service regulatory markers
in that fishing area. W would recomend all ow ng the use
of rod and reel in this fishery. And that chinook rmay not
be harvested, however, 1'd |like to add another provision in
that section that based on the information we got at the
Sout hcentral neeting, that chinook may not be harvested by
any other nmethod other than a fish wheel because there was
good testinony at the neeting that they would -- it seens
like it would work out for all parties, if they were able
to retain chinook harvest in a fish wheel but to rel ease
those fish if they were harvested by any ot her mnethod,
basically a dip net or rod and reel. And that the harvest
limt be simlar to the dennallen subdistrict, which is
basi cally 200 sal non for a household of one or 500 sal non
for a household of two or nore. Currently there is no
harvest limt set.

That's all | have unless you have further
qguestions. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Wl |, | have a quick
question. Does this neet all of the requirenents of the
court order?

MR. BERG Does ny reconmendation neet al
the requirenents?

CHAI RVAN GOCD: Ri ght.

MR BERG It does, partially, neet all of
t he requirenents.

(Laught er)
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MR BERG So it does not neet all of the
requirenents | guess | should say. It does allowthe
harvest of chinook salnon with the use of a fish wheel but
it does not allow the harvest of chinook sal non by any
ot her nethod. And that was fromtestinony given by one of
the participants in the Batzul netas fishery at the
Sout hcentral neeting, cane up with that suggestion. They
felt like they would be willing to rel ease chi nook sal non
if they caught themin a dip net or rod and reel, but if
they caught themin a fish wheel and caught themin their
box, they didn't feel like that fish was going to survive,
so they would just as soon keep it. And so | thought that
was a good suggestion and a good conprom se for that
fishery.

The only other provision that does not
agree with the proposal is that they do not suggest a
harvest limt. And | feel like there does need to be sone
sort of a harvest limt established, just to regulate that
fishery in some way and the harvest limt established in
the dennallen subdistrict seens to be reasonable, to ne,
200 sockeye for a household of one or 500 for a househol d
of two, could potentially -- because | feel like that
popul ati on could sustain a harvest greater than the current
1,000 fish seasonal limt, and with that kind of a harvest
l[imt, you know, if you had nore than two permts then you
woul d be able to get nore than the thousand fish that's
currently all owed.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Bonnie, would you like to
take a shot at this?

M5. BORBA: For Staff comments?
(Laught er)

MS. BORBA: The sane as before. The State
hasn't | ooked over the revised anal ysis and the
recommendations and will defer comments until after
revi ewi ng the anal ysi s.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: Vi nce, you have sonet hi ng
for us.

MR MATHEWS: Yes, M. Chairman. There was
no witten comments that |I'maware of. But Southcentral
did take this up and they support the proposal. Their
justification was the Council found there is overwhel m ng
evi dence to support this proposal as submtted. And then
there's a note here, recognizing that the intent of the
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proposal was to preserve the fishery for the traditiona
participants and that the proposal, as adopted, wll open
this fishery to all Prince WIIliam Sound residents who neet
National Park Service eligibility until a specific
customary and traditional analysis specific to the

Bat zul netas fishery can be presented to the Federal

Subsi stence Board in 2002. The Council voted to nodify
Proposal 19 to provide a specific C&T determ nation for the
Bat zul netas fishery.

And M. Chairman, | read it, | don't
understand it but Jerry and George were at that neeting to
explain the note and its significance.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | got a question
here. The proposed regulation and the highlighted area, it
-- on Page 165, it says salnon nmay be taken in the vicinity
of the former Native Village of Batzul netas seven days per
week fromJune 1, 2001 to Septenber 1, 2001; is this only

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  (One year?

MR. FLEENER Yeah, is this only a one year
proposal, it's going to stop after the end of the Septenber
1st fishing season is over? |If we adopt it this way
they' || have a one year season and that's it or was this a
m stake with the scribe?

MR BERG Excuse ne, M. Chair. That was
the way the proposal was submtted by the proponent, and I
bel i eve that they were trying to address the issue that
this has been a year to year court ordered fishery and so
this was their suggestion to inplenent a fishery for --
under Federal regulation during the follow ng year. |
haven't actually spoke with themas to why they put the
year 2001 in there. But, you're correct, it would only be
in place for one year and then we woul d have to readdress
the fishery again next year, if adopted as proposed.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, would -- why would
we want to do that, is it because we're concerned of
overharvest or is it just because it's been done by court
order? | mean why would we want to do sonething year after
year, the exact sane thing?

MR BERG Yes, M. Chair, | certainly
understand that the -- | think it would be better to just
adopt a regulation that seens like it would address the
fishery so we wouldn't have to address it every year. |'m
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not sure why the proponent put those years in there. But

as the Staff recomendation, | would not reconmend putting
the year dates in there. | would guess that they were just
witing down the season dates of June 1st to Septenber 1st
and inadvertently put down the year at the sane tine while
they were typing that in, is ny guess. | don't think that
their intent was for it to be just for a one year proposal.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | was willing to
support the Sout hcentral Regional Council recomendation
which is to support it as submtted, but I don't |ike the
i dea of the 2001 date nyself. | would |ike to -- since
made the notion nmaybe | can just anend ny own notion to
adopt Proposal 17, but not have the 2001 date in there,
just go June 1 to Septenber 1.

MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Were you wit hdrawi ng t he
original notion here?

MR FLEENER That's correct.
CHAI RVAN GOOD:  And t he second has -- okay.

Al'l right, we now have a new notion on the floor and this
one goes with -- let ne see if I'"ve got this correct here,
we're going to support the original proposal and we're

going to do away with the annual -- single date -- single

year approach.

MR. NI CHOLIA: The 2001 date, and just
| eave June 1 and Septenber in.

CHAI RVAN GO0D: Wl |, one question, before
this goes to the Board, legal Council wll be checking this
out to make sure everything does neet the regs?

MR BERG (Nods affirmatively)

MR FLEENER  Yeah, M. Chairman, that is a
good question. If your recommendati on was not 100 percent
in accord with the court order, is NARF going to come back
and say sonething's wong here or before that even, has
this been sent to NARF for their perusal?

MR. BERG They have seen the Staff
recomrendati on and they did not agree with the chinook
provi sion which is why | adjusted ny Staff recommendati on
to allow a chinook harvest with the fish wheel but not
allowit with other nethods as suggested by the
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participants in the fishery.

MR FLEENER Well, M. Chair, and did you
go back to themw th that and how did they respond?

MR BERG No, that's still -- I"'mstill --
that was just revisions that |1've made within the |ast week
and so they've not had a chance to react to that change.

But I'm al so suggesting that we set harvest limts for the

permt and that was sone -- that was addressed by the
Sout hcentral Council. They were under the understandi ng
that the existing harvest |imt issued in the court order
woul d still be in place for next year but actually we did
check and it will not be in place, it does expire this
year.

So if adopted as proposed there would be no
harvest limt for the permt.

CHAI RVAN G0O0OD:  The original proposal here
does specifically state that you may not take chi nook
sal non, you don't take kings, so that's what we're
supporting at this point. And it says that this will be,
you know it is precisely inline with the court order,
whi ch al so stated that chinook sal non coul d not be taken

MR BERG M. Chair.
CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Jerry.
MR. BERG Actually the proposal just says

that they may take sal non, they actually strike the portion
that says you may not take chinook salnmon. So they want to

take any sal non entering the fishery.
CHAIRVAN GOOD: | guess I'mgetting it
backwards here, | was |ooking at the strike fromthe other

poi nt of view. The court order says no chi nook sal nron nay
be taken?

MR BERG That's correct.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  But they're asking to take
chi nook sal non?

MR. BERG That's correct.
CHAl RVAN GOOD: Any ot her comments. Well,

nmy concern there, of course, is that litigation |eads to
litigation, and anytime you go beyond a court order you're
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asking for future litigation. George.

MR SHERROD: | think the question as to
whet her this neets it is sonmething the judge will have to
decide. W can look at this as noving one step closer to
what he wants. And |I'msure he'll have to | ook at the
bi ol ogy and ot her things, so that was basically the answer
Sout hcentral Council was given and they were confortable
with recognizing -- they were noving closer to what the
judge had issued and let himthen reviewit and see if the
plaintiffs were satisfied with it. Mst of the testinony,
| nmean there were disagreenents but the testinony towards
at Southcentral, | think that the Ahtna were, particularly
the people from Mentasta Lake and there were no
representation from Dot Lake, but were feeling pretty good
about what was bei ng proposed.

CHAIRVAN GOOD: | think that helps it quite
a bit if we knowthat this is going to a judge, it's not
just going to have |l egal counsel, for our part |ooking at
it, it will be reviewed by the judge in the case then?

MR SHERROD: That's ny understandi ng, M.
Chair.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Thank you.

MR FLEENER M. Chair, George you said
that the Ahtna was satisfied with the proposal, do you nean
that they were satisfied with Staff recommendati ons?

MR. SHERROD: The villagers from Mentasta
Lake were basically satisfied with the recommendati ons that
were put forth by the Regional Council and Vince has the
full details on that.

CHAI RVAN G0OD: A suggestion might be to
defer this to Southcentral, it's in their area with the
recomrendati on that they strike the annual approach to this
and sinply | eave an open season. Wat inpact woul d that
have, none, right?

MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Are there any comments.
CGeorge, do you have any?

MR SHERROD: | think that's a good idea.
CHAI RMAN GOOD:  Ckay.
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MR, NICHOLI A: Question.

CHAI RVAN GOCOD: It has been noved and
seconded to defer to Southcentral on this issue, pointing
out to themthat there is a problemw th the annual
expiration date as we see it. W don't see having to have
it -- totreat this every year and let it go at that.

MR FLEENER  Aye.
MR N CHOLI AT Aye.
MR JAMES. Aye.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  All those in favor please
signify by saying aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.
CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Qpposed.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN GOCD: And | think that neans,
let's eat.

(OFf record)
(On record)

CHAIRVAN GOOD: W'l call the neeting back
to order. W're short one person, so we're going to go
ahead to
Part | X, an update on the Federal Subsistence Fisheries
Managenent. | believe Don's going to do that and, boy,
he's already to go.

MR. RIVARD: Thank you, M. Chair. Don
Rivard, U S Fish and Wldlife Service, Ofice of
Subsi st ence Managenent. This is an update on what's goi ng
on with the Fisheries Information Service D vision that we
have within our office. This is under Tab D. There's a
| ot of nunbers inthis and I'lIl try to sunmarize this as
much as possible. The first part of it is an introductory
secti on.

The resource nonitoring programis a
unified interagency effort led by the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service to enhance Federal capability to manage
subsi stence fisheries and for the capacity building and
integration of rural conmunities and Al aska Native
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organi zations into fisheries nmanagenent. Specific areas of
focus include enhanci ng our know edge of fisheri es,

subsi stence harvest and traditional ecol ogi cal know edge by
suppl enenting rather than duplicating ongoing State
nonitoring efforts. An annual program of study includes
identification of statew de nmanagenent issues and

i nformati on needs, planning, design and coordi nation of
field projects, data analysis and fornul ating
recomrendati ons for inproving fisheries managenent.

The Federal Subsistence Resource Mnitoring
Programis consistent with the Secretary's of Interior and
Agriculture's continued conmtnent to maximze reliance on
non- Federal partners and provide broad, direct and
meani ngful roles for rural Al aska Natives. |Inplenentation
of the resource nonitoring programis being acconplished
primarily through agreenents with the Al aska Departnent of
Fi sh and Ganme and Al aska Native and ot her organi zati ons.

This past fiscal year, 2000, there were 160
proj ect proposals that were received, 45 projects were
funded and 5.6 mllion dollars were invested in new
i nformation on fisheries, subsistence harvest and
tradi tional ecol ogi cal knowl edge. And you can see sone of
the criteria there.

In the Yukon and Kuskokwi m Ri ver drai nages
they received al nost 33 percent of the funds that were
aval | abl e, about 1.8 mllion dollars for this year, and
they' re broken down on the next page a little bit as well
as summaries in the Yukon R ver area are towards the back
of this section -- | guess in the mddle of this Tab D
And at sone point if you want to find out nore specific
information on the projects that started this past fisca
year, this past sumer, you can read them

And right now the Fisheries Information
Service is in the process of evaluating the over 200 pre-
proposals that they received, | think the deadline was
Sept enber 15th, and they' re paring themdown to -- | forget
how many they want to do this year, but they can't possibly
do all 200 and sone projects. On October 16th they' Il be
announcing, | believe, this pared down |list and then asking
for full blown proposals fromthe organi zati ons that have
submtted them

These will then be presented January 23rd,
2001 during the Phase Il fisheries training to RAC
menbers. And | believe Helga's going to talk a little bit
| ater about the Phase IIl training that's going to take
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place. But a full day is going to be dedicated just to
this, to presenting these proposals to RAC nenbers for
their input and let them know what's going on. [It's on
Page 3 there, at the special fisheries training January
22nd through the 26th in Anchorage, the draft study plans
for each region will be reviewed by Regional Councils. One
day at the training session will be devoted to this
important task. RACs will be asked to review the study
plans for their region and provi de advi ce concerning

whet her the plan addresses key issues and informati on needs
for their region. Their comments will then be submitted to
t he Federal Subsistence Board. And we anticipate that in

| ate February of next year, the Federal Subsistence Board
wi || nmake the decisions on the draft plan.

| want to back up a little bit. O the
projects that were funded this past year and Hel ga
mentioned it a little earlier today, that there were 83
| ocal hires to work on these projects this year and 69 of
them were Al aska Natives. So we are getting participation
with Al aska Native organi zati ons.

The next page, Page 4, basically shows what
the schedule was and is for these projects that are going
to start in the summer of 2001. And then the FI'S division
they're going to be speeding up this tine table for fiscal
year 2002 and beyond to get it in line with the RAC
neetings so that they can be presented at the RAC neetings
as well. And you can see on Page 5, this new schedul e that
will be comng up. So this com ng Novenber, Novenber
t hrough February is the pre-proposal devel opnent period and
t hese pre-proposals have to be submtted by the 1st of
February. This will allow organi zations that didn't nake
it for 2001 to possibly resubmt their proposals and if
need be, strengthen themand get themin for 2002. So it's
a quick turnaround tinme between the decisions that are
going to be made for the 2001 projects and then asking for
pre-proposals for fiscal year 2002.

Agai n, a couple pages after that it
summari zes what's gone on with the Yukon R ver region and

there's several projects and descriptions. The last one is
Project No. 26, and then there's a sunmary of that in kind
of a spreadsheet form That's all | have. |If you have any
questions |I'Il try to answer them

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN GOCD:  (Go ahead, Geral d.
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MR NI CHOLIA: Wre these proposals that we
di scussed in that last -- last spring? They were
i ntroduced and then they got approved and stuff and then
this is what happened this sumer, and how about all those
ot her proposals that got rejected, they're just dead or
could they -- they could be resubmtted?

MR MATHEWS: No. You reviewed two
packages | ast year, one that was to deal with the early
part of the fishing season and one was to deal with
afterwards. Al those projects, | believe you approved in
that January neeting of the three councils, that were in
front of you, and I don't have a record of what you agreed
to or supported for the second one, but | don't know if any
were rejected out of that package because that was an
accel er at ed package.

The way that Don laid it out is that,
renmenber when you net in Fairbanks in February, you had an
eveni ng session with Taylor Brelsford and others and that's
in there, which Don pointed out, where you addressed issues
and concerns. M understanding is those issues and
concerns that the Councils cone up with, that is what is
used to go out and solicit projects for. An Exanple that's
really well, which | know the Tetlin Staff will probably be
tal ki ng about during their agency report, if you renenber
correctly, Chuck M1l er requested non-sal non species be
| ooked at and particularly | ook at whitefish popul ation
concerns that he had there and others had. Well, then that
project, | believe, was funded through here and there's
sonme data in the back on howthat is going on with that.

So originally the issue was brought up, non-sal non species
and the change in patterns or whatever it was for the Upper
Tanana area and then that was put out, people submtted
proposals on it and they were approved and then funded and
you should get a report back when it's finalized.

So that's pretty nuch it. So to get you in
the cycle, next time, 2002, right, Don, | believe it is.

MR. RIVARD: (Nods affirmatively)

MR. MATHEWS: |Is that at this neeting you
woul d be |l ooking at the plans to decide if you agree with
your -- that you pass reconmendations to the Federa
Subsi stence Board on those plans. So you have i nput
t hroughout the whol e process, issue devel opnent and then
when the actual proposals cone before you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  During this February



nmeeting, will we be review ng any proposals or projects?

MR. RIVARD: Are you tal king about the
January training?

CHAI RVAN GOCD: Ri ght .

MR R VARD: Yeah. That's the idea, to --
the ones that they're deciding on now for 2001, during this
Phase Il fisheries training, the RAC nenbers will -- a
whol e day is going to be spent just going over the process
again, but also presenting these proposals to the RAC
menbers. There' |l probably be breakout sessions per region
and giving you a heads up on what they're all about,
inform ng you of those and getting your input as well.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: Any ot her questions. Thank
you, Don.

MR RIVARD: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  The idea was to go ahead
with the last proposal but we are short a quorumat this
poi nt whi ch means we can't vote.

MR. MATHEWS: You have a quorum of a
quor um

MR FLEENER: W have three out of five.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  So a quorum of a quorum so
we're legitimate to start.

MR NCHOLIA: What if two is for or two is
agai nst ?

MR MATHEWS: Well, if you ended up in that
situation then obvi ously no.

CHAI RMVAN GOOD: A quorumto start the
neeting was all we needed and now we need a.....

MR FLEENER  Majority.

CHAl RVAN G&OOD: .. ... majority of the people
in the neeting.

MR. MATHEWS: So you have four of the five
that started the neeting so you can nove ahead wth
Proposal s 19 and 20 because it's clear on the record that
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you took an hour break so it's not unknown.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Then let's begin with 19
and 20.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairnman, Proposal 19 and
20 is on Page 186 in your book under Tab C And this is to
change customary and traditional use determ nations for the
Upper Copper River portion of the Prince WIIiam Sound area
to include the residents of Dot Lake, Northway, Tanacross,
Tetlin, Tok and those living along the A askan H ghway from
t he Canadi an border to Dot Lake and al ong the Tok cut off
fromTok to Mentasta Pass. This is a conbi ned proposa
from Dougl as Hosken and Dot Lake Village Council. There's
two proposal s being presented under one anal ysis.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: A notion is a question
mark, | don't know if we're prepared to make a notion to
support both, and we don't have a clear alternative at this
poi nt, maybe we need nore informtion.

MR. MATHEWS: In the past what you have
done is you've either -- one way you' ve done it is you nove
to adopt the Staff recommendati on, which you nmay not agree
with at the end but that would be one way to go forward
with it or you can take up each proposal individually but
it's going to be presented as one.

CHAI RVAN GOOD: We'll take a second here
| ooki ng things over.

(Pause)

MR FLEENER M. Chair, | nove to adopt
Staff recomendations for Proposal 19 and Proposal 20.

MR N CHOLI A: Second.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  It's been noved and
seconded to adopt the Staff recommendations for Proposals
19 and 20. o ahead, Ceorge.

MR SHERROD: Thank you, M. Chair.
Proposal 19 was submitted by Dougl as Hosken of Tok. The
proposal requests that the customary and traditional use
determ nation for salnon for the Upper Copper R ver
district of the Prince WIIliam Sound Managenent area and
the Copper R ver near the nouth of and in Tanada Creek be
changed to include residents of Dot Lake, Northway,
Tanacross, Tetlin, Tok and individuals residing along the



Al aska H ghway from the Canadi an border to Dot Lake and
along the Tok cut off from Tok to Mentasta Pass, thereby
pi cki ng up these individual isolated households that are
not within the boundaries of conmunities.

Proposal 20 is basically the sanme with a
coupl e exceptions. One of which the proposal only
addresses the G ennall en subdistrict of the Upper Copper
Ri ver and not the portion around Tanada Creek, which, in
effect, is the Batzul netas fishery. Addltlonally, Proposa
20 asks to add Heal y Lake, which is not included in
Proposal 19 but does not include those househol ds |iving
al ong the Al aska H ghway and the Tok cut off road.

Al of these communities have C&T for somne
species within their areas and within the Copper River
drainage. So rather than going into any great details over
the eight set of criteria, I'Il just say that, you know,

t hey have been granted C&T, so they have nmet nost of the
requi renents. They have been granted C&T for species
within the Copper R ver drainage so the assunption is that
i's not an unreasonabl e distance to travel and harvest
resources and that there is a historic pattern of doing so.
And perhaps nore inportantly, they were granted C&T for
salnon in the Copper River area prior -- by a State action
that was | ater revoked because of judicial proceedings.

Now, is in the | ast one you need sone
history as to what your friends to the south did. | wll
read the prelimnary conclusions that is found on Page 199.
And the concl usion was to nodify the proposed sal non
customary and traditional regulatory |anguage in Proposal
19 and 20 and change it to the followi ng determ nation
Prince WIIliam Sound area, and again we dealt with the
entire area, dennallen subdistrict of the Copper River
district and the waters in the Copper River between ADF&G
regul atory markers | ocated near the nouth of Tanada Creek
and approximately one and a half mles downstreamfromthe
nmout h of Tanada Creek between ADF&G regul atory markers
identifying the open areas of the creek. Again, that is
the Bat zul netas fishery. Salnon, residents of Prince
Wl liam Sound, that's the existing determ nation, and
resi dents of Dot Lake, Northway, Tanacross, Tetlin, Tok,
and those individuals living along the Al aska H ghway from
t he Canadi an border to Dot Lake along the Tok cut off from
Tok to Mentasta Pass. The pass is basically the divide
bet ween the Copper River water shed and the Tanana Ri ver
wat er shed, and al ong Nabesna Road. Nabesna Road was
excluded fromeither one of the original proposals.

Nabesna Road is in a unique situation that it is culturally
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and geographically linked to the Copper River Basin but it
is, in fact, in the Tanana Ri ver drainage and therefore
cannot fish in the Copper R ver fishing district. The
Copper River remai nder woul d be sal non, residents of Prince
WIliam Sound ar ea.

In the course of going through this, when
we just dealt with the proposal for Batzul netas, at that
time, we did not do a customary and use determ nation
because that was not put before the Council as a proposal.
However, this proposal places the issue in front of it.
After considerabl e debate and deliberation at the Southeast
[sic] Council, it was felt that a nodified proposal should
be -- a nodified conclusion should be put forward. This is
both the conclusion -- or this is the conclusion that
Sout hcentral Council put forward and that is waters between
the regul atory markers, da, da, da, da, or the Batzul netas
fishery, the customary and use determ nation woul d be for
residents of Dot Lake and Mentasta Lake. These are the two
communities that are currently eligible under the court
ordered fishery. These are the people that basically have
the long-termestablished fishing -- or history at that
particular site, For the remainder of the d ennallen
subdi strict, it was decided that it would be -- and this is
t he Sout hcentral's reconmendati on, residents of Prince
Wl liam Sound area, that is the existing C&T that's on the
books, Dot Lake, Northway, Tanacross, Tetlin, Tok and
i ndividuals living along the Tok cut off from Tok to
Ment asta Pass. What was excluded in the Southcentral's
suggestion or recommendati on and what was included in the
Staff recomendati on were those individuals living al ong
the road from Dot Lake to the Al aska H ghway, therefore,
pi cki ng up, you know, the poor guys that are halfway
bet ween Tanacross and Tok, you know, where do they fall
out. And Healy Lake was al so excluded fromthe
Sout hcentral ' s recomrendat i on.

And the exclusion was based, not so nmuch --
well, 1'I'l tell you what the exclusion was based on, it was
the feeling of menbers of that Council that Healy Lake was
too far away and that the residents along the hi ghway were
not part of established communities and shoul d not be
i ncl uded.

To provide you with an updated Staff
recomrendation, it would be to provide the Batzul netas
fishery to Dot Lake and Mentasta Lake, the two comunities
that have a court order and to provide the 3 ennallen
subdi strict to the residents of Prince WIIliam Sound, Dot
Lake, Northway, Tanacross, Tetlin, Tok, Healy Lake, and
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i ndividuals living along the Al aska H ghway from Dot Lake
to the Canadi an border and fromthe Tok cut off to Mentasta
Pass and residents |iving along the Nabesna Road.

MR NCHOLIA: M. Chairnan, that's the
Staff recommendati on?

MR SHERROD: That's the nodified Staff
recomrendati on, yes, which is in opposition to what the
Staff Commttee -- or Southcentral went for but does
include in breaking off the Batzul netas fishery and naking
it a separate determ nation

MR NCHOLIA: | like it.
MR. FLEENER M. Chair, | have a question
CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  CGo ahead, Craig.

MR. FLEENER  You said Healy Lake was
included but it's not witten here, are we to assune that
it was inadvertently left out?

MR SHERROD: Yes, that is correct. It was
in an earlier draft and was dropped fromthe original,
t hank you for catching that.

MR. FLEENER So Healy Lake is in?

MR SHERROD: Healy Lake, the origina
analysis had it in there and then in changing staff, a
typo, and | dropped it out but no it's included, and it's
justification is included in the analysis.

MR. FLEENER  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  Bonni e, do you have
anything fromthe State?

M5. BORBA: Yes, M. Chairman. Bonnie
Borba fromthe Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane. These
proposal s request a positive C&T finding for sal non for
sel ect communities in the Upper Copper R ver drainage, the
State supports the prelimnary Staff recommendations to
support this proposal with the m nor nodifications of the
separation of the Batzul netas area.

Thank you.
CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Connie, did you want to
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address this, too.
M5. FRIEND: No, you guys are doing fine.
CHAI RVAN G00D: Vi nce.

MR MATHEWS: M. Chairman, there was no
witten public comments, and CGeorge covered the pretty
conpl ex Sout hcentral recomrendation so I'mnot going to
attenpt to re-cover that.

MR. FLEENER. Questi on.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD:  Any further discussion
Hearing and seeing none, all those in favor of the Staff
recomrendati ons, please signify by saying aye.

N UNI SON: Aye.

MR SHERROD: That was the nodified Staff
reconmendat i on?

CHAl RVAN GOOD:  That was the nodified Staff
reconmendat i on

MR SHERROD: As presented to you -- thank
you.

CHAI RVAN GOOD:  As di scussed here at this
-- including Healy Lake. Qpposed sane sign.

(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAIRVAN GOOD: | think at this point we'll
call it a night and we'll hit this thing fresh in the
norning. | think everybody else -- it just mght drag

everybody el se down. The tinme at this point is 7:15. W
will start tonmorrow at 9:00 o' cl ock.

MR. MATHEWS: W had it down in the agenda
as 8: 30.

CHAl RVAN GO0OD:  8: 30, we'll be tough
MR FLEENER  What ?
MR NCHOLIA: | think it'd be better at
9: 00 o' cl ock because the staff, my co-workers worked pretty

hard today and they have to do other things at honme and if
you start themoff at like 7:30 and 1'd rather start them
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off at 8:00 and let us start at 9:00. That way it'd give
them a chance to get started.

CHAI RVAN GO0OD: I n deference to the people
that work so hard for us here at Tanana, | woul d agree,
we'll start at 9:00 o' cl ock.

(END OF PROCEEDI NGS)

* * % * * *
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